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Jail closing date is Dec. 1
Edgar County Jail building’s condition is no longer insurable; inmates to live elsewhere

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Starting in December, Ed-
gar County will pay room 
and board to keep incarcer-
ated people in the jails of 
neighboring counties.

The announcement of 
the Dec. 1 jail closing came 
during the Monday, Nov. 4, 
Edgar County Board study 
session. No vote has been 
taken but the decision is 
largely out of board mem-
bers’ hands since the coun-
ty’s insurance provider is re-
fusing to cover the building 
as a penal facility after that 
date.

County board chairman 
Jeff Voigt said the insurance 
company will continue to 
cover the building for use as 

an administrative center for 
the sheriff ’s department and 
as the 911 emergency call 
center, but it cannot house 
inmates in any portion of the 
building. Even booking can-
not be done there, although 
there is some leeway for tem-
porarily holding prisoners 
during court days. 

“The insurance company 
said it could no longer insure 
the jail under its current con-
dition of maintenance,” said 
board member Karl Farn-
ham Jr. 

Farnham added the deci-
sion came abruptly Friday, 
Nov. 1, after a week of talks 
between the county and the 
local agents and others about 
finding a way to keep the 
building in service. He said it 

appeared an agreement was 
in place but during the Nov. 
1 call the insurance represen-
tatives said company execu-
tives axed the plan. 

This is not a complete sur-
prise as the insurance com-
pany informed the county 
in early September about 
concerns. Still, it gives the 
county a little under a month 
to work out all of the agree-
ments with neighboring ju-
risdictions about accepting 
Edgar County inmates.

Voigt said some of that 
work was already underway 
as a backup plan with him 
discussing the issue with 
neighboring county board 
chairmen and Sheriff Jeff 
Wood contacting other sher-
iffs.

“We have some things to 
work out,” said Voigt.

Wood said five area sheriffs 
are agreeable to helping as 
much as possible while Ed-
gar County works through 
this process and one facili-
ty indicated it will provide 
booking service for a tempo-
rary period, if necessary. 

“They won’t do it for a 
year,” said Wood.

Other issues to resolve 
are personnel changes at 
the sheriff ’s department as 
a result of the closing. It was 
announced an administrator 
and chief deputy is joining 
the department Nov. 11 to 
help with much of this tran-
sition. The name of the new 
hire was not released because 
the individual still has to 

close out matters with a cur-
rent employer. 

Voigt presented the pro-
posed 2020 budget with 
revisions based on this de-
velopment. For example, 
the county’s insurance bill 
will drop by approximately 
$50,000 but the sheriff ’s bud-
get is going up from $1.223 
million for 2019 to $1.376 
million for 2020. That in-
cludes $382,000 allotted for 
housing and transporting 
prisoners. The county is also 
buying a used van and install-
ing security inserts to accom-
modate transportation. 

“It’s going to be a drag on 
the city and other depart-
ments because they will have 
to transport anybody they 

See JAIL, Page 8A

AREA FARMERS TAKING CARE OF THEIR OWN

Stefanie Ray for The Prairie Press

This group came together to help Roger Reed harvest corn because a family illness has kept Reed from his fields. 
Left to right, Bob Gordon, Drue White, Jerry DeWitt, Chris Gordon, Andrew Albin, Tracey Skinner, Larry Skinner, Tom 
Glenn and Stefanie Ray.

Farmers rally for neighbor
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

OAKLAND – Despite the physi-
cal distance between homes, farmers 
are among the closest of neighbors 
when one needs help.

That neighborliness was shown 
again Thursday, Nov. 7, when a group 
of farmers pooled equipment and 
other resources to help Roger Reed 
with his corn harvest.

Reed fell behind after his wife be-
came seriously ill and was hospital-
ized approximately two weeks ago.

“We just got to talking about what 
we could do to help,” said Chris Gor-
don, one of the organizers for the 
one-day harvest event. “It’s been a 
tough harvest for everybody, but you 
can’t give up and not do it.”

Area farmers donated a day of labor 
and equipment to help even though 
many, like Gordon, are not done with 
their own harvest. Gordon had about 
100 acres of his own corn left to har-
vest Thursday when he took time to 
help on the Reed property where two 
combines, an augur cart and multiple 
trucks were moving the grain out of 

an 80-acre field north of Oakland, 
near Walnut Point State Park. An-
other crew was working a similar size 
field near Murdoch and there was yet 
more ground in the Arcola area need-
ing harvest. 

“We may not get all of the fields 
done, but we’ll get a big chunk of it 
knocked out,” said Gordon, noting 
one of the limitations is if the eleva-
tors close early before the fields are 
fully harvested.

He explained the elevators have 
been closing early this harvest be-
cause the wet corn coming in requires 

drying before going into storage and 
when drying capacity reaches max-
imum, the elevators cannot accept 
more until space is freed up.

There was an added kink to this ef-
fort so it wasn’t as simple as showing 
up with the equipment and getting 
started. Reed plants his corn in 36-
inch wide rows, but almost everyone 
else uses 30-inch rows. As a result, 
the volunteer had to find the correct 
size corn heads since those on their 
own combines cannot work in Reed’s 
fields.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Volunteer harvesters are ready to start another round in a cornfield north of 
Oakland. Several people came together Thursday, Nov. 7, to help Roger Reed, 
whose harvest was significantly delayed by his wife’s illness.

See FARMERS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@praririepress.net

A crowd at the Wednesday, Nov. 
6, Edgar County Board meeting 
wanted to make sure their voices 
are heard regarding a proposed 
confined hog operation in Brouil-
letts Creek Township on 1800th 
Road.

At least three people spoke 
during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting and all had 
concerns about the hog operation. 
Under Illinois law, the Department 
of Agriculture is the authority for 
granting the permits. The county 
board cannot stop the develop-
ment although it can request the 
Department of Agriculture to hold 
a public hearing on the matter.

“It is my understanding the 
board intends to request that (a 
public hearing),” said Jill Mattingly. 
“The people are here to assure that 
happens. The citizens of this coun-
ty are very concerned and want this 
out in the open.”

She added the citizens will also 
ask the board to follow the statute 
by issuing a non-binding advisory 
opinion to the Department of Ag-
riculture regarding the hog farm.

“My focus is not anti-farm. I 
come from a farming family,” said 
Elaine Yaw, who expressed concern 
about what will happen to the wa-
ter table for the people living in the 
vicinity when the proposed facility 
starts pumping water for an opera-
tion that has the capacity to house 
more than 4,000 animals. 

Yaw is also worried about the 
pollution risk posed by the huge 
quantity of feces generated in such 
an operation.

Brouilletts Creek resident Kyra 
Taylor lives approximately one-
mile from the proposed site. She 
said if the state approves the con-
finement operation she will not 
make planned improvements to 
her property.

“I’m concerned about the air 
quality and the ability to enjoy my 
property,” said Taylor. “This is not 
about being anti-farming. I grew 
up raising hogs. Big corporations 
are not always concerned about 

County board 
wants hearing 
on hog farm

See COUNTY, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Something 
old is new again in Chrisman.

Siblings Anita Marvin and 
Dan Moore met with the 
Chrisman City Council Mon-
day, Nov. 4, and talked about 
holiday decorations in the city 
park.

Marvin thanked the city 
for letting them go through 
some of the vintage decora-
tions that had not been used 
for a long time and were slated 
for disposal. One of the items 
salvaged was a large Frosty the 
Snowman that occupied the 
bandstand in the center of the 

park.
“We are going to revive 

him. He needs new lights, 
and we will do it with LEDs,” 
said Marvin, adding the com-
mittee will also need a pole to 
support the figure.

She said the group found 
the old Seasons Greetings 
signs the city previously sus-
pended over state Route 1. 
The group working with Mar-
vin and Moore do not plan to 
place the sign over the high-
way, but it is available should 
the city choose to do so.

Mayor Dan Owen was un-
certain if the poles still align 
for hanging the sign and 

doubted the city would make 
the effort. Marvin said in that 
case the committee might try 
to find a way to use the large 
Christmas sign in the park.

Moore also indicated plans 
are under way to recreated 
the giant Christmas cards that 
previously lined Route 1 as 
motorist drove through town. 
He already has commitments 
for some of the cards made 
from plywood sheets and per-
mission to place them on the 
grade school property.

An inquiry about financial 
assistance from the city was 
delayed until the Nov. 18 city 
meeting. Owen explained the 

topic was not on the agenda 
for the Nov. 4 meeting so the 
council could not act on it.

City resident Amber Ray-
mer is currently working to-
ward certification as a master 
gardener and talked about her 
desire to create a community 
garden in Chrisman. She in-
troduced Mary Liz Wright of 
the Bee Well of Edgar County 
coalition to discuss communi-
ty gardens. 

“When Edgar County was 
ranked 100 out of 102 Illinois 
counties for health the local 
coalition started to try and 
change that,” said Wright.

Community gardens, 

Wright said, have been one of 
Bee Wells more successful ef-
forts with established gardens 
in Hume and Kansas and the 
Paris community garden is 
currently looking for a new 
site. She said the coalition 
received a grant to start com-
munity gardens and can offer 
some assistance in that area 
along with advice.

“Bee Well provides seeds 
and equipment,” Wright said. 
“We want to teach people in 
growing their own food.”

Raymer explained the 
biggest stumbling block is 
finding a location and asked 

Chrisman residents getting into holiday spirit

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A



TODAY

BENEFIT RUMMAGE SALE
The Chester Sutton Community 
Center for Edgar County Seniors 
is doing a one-day rummage sale 
and bake sale 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 
9.  Lots of Christmas and fall 
decorative items are expected 
along with antiques and vintage 
items and plenty of miscella-
neous. No clothing is accepted 
for the sale. Proceeds benefit 
the center.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris

4-H MEETING
There is an expansion and review 
meeting for Edgar county 4-H 
6 p.m. Nov. 11 in the basement 
of the Farm Bureau Building. 
More information is available by 
contacting Maria Crandell at 465-
8585 or maria89@illinois.edu.

SHILOH VETERANS DAY
Shiloh school is having a Veter-
ans Day program for students 
1 p.m. Nov. 11 at the school. All 
area veterans and the public are 
invited.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
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CHILDREN’S MUSEUM LEARNING LAB  NOV. 8-9, 22-23
Children in kindergarten through fourth grade can take an in-
depth and hands-on look into the mysteries of the other bodies 
in the solar system. As an end to the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Apollo landing on the moon, students will delve 
into the wonders of our neighboring planets. Each child will 
make a button for commemorating their session and building a 
collection of their adventures in STEM. The first session is Friday, 
Nov. 8, or Saturday, Nov. 9, as students venture on a Solar Sys-
tem Rescue Mission. The objective is to learn about the objects 
in our solar system, becoming a solar system specialist, solving 
the clues and finding the museum’s missing astronaut team. The 
second session in the series, Changing Planets, is Friday, Nov. 22 
or Saturday, Nov. 23, and explores the many ways Earth changes. 
All sessions begin at 9 a.m. and finish at noon. Program registra-
tion is located on the museum’s website https://thchildrensmu-
seum.com/learninglab/ and scholarships are available.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

48   36
Prec: 0%

53   30
Prec: 0%

34   15
Prec: 50%

25   14
Prec: 0%

33   25
Prec: 0%

41   27
Prec: 0%

43   29
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
highs reaching the upper 40s.

SUNDAY — Warmest day out of the next 
seven. Highs climb into the lower 50s under 
mostly cloudy skies.

MONDAY — Cloudy, colder, and breezy with 
rain showers changing to snow and highs in 
the mid 30s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:28 a.m. 4:41 p.m. 3:40 p.m. 3:23 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:29 a.m. 4:40 p.m. 4:06 p.m. 4:22 a.m.

SATURDAY 6:30 a.m. 4:39 p.m. 4:34 p.m. 5:22 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:31 a.m. 4:38 p.m. 5:05 p.m. 6:23 a.m.

MONDAY 6:33 a.m. 4:37 p.m. 5:41 p.m. 7:26 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:34 a.m. 4:36 p.m. 6:23 p.m. 8:29 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:35 a.m. 4:36 p.m. 7:12 p.m. 9:31 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56°/37°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77° in 1999
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10° in 1991

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.05”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.10”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.71”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.64”

NORMAL:    High: 56   Low: 37     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the 
Weight Watchers system is avail-
able at www.weightwatchers.
com, or by attending a meeting.

HEALTHY DESSERTS
The Paris Public Library is 
hosting Healthy Desserts, 
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 12, to 
answer the perennial question 
of can one have cake and eat it, 

too? Mary Liz Wright, nutri-
tion educator with the Illinois 
Extension service, will talk about 
the frequency with which we eat 
desserts, portion size and the 
small changes to make to reduce 
calories and fat. Those attending 
will learn how to adjust recipes 
for better health without sacri-
ficing taste. Call 217-463-3950, 
to sign up.

THANKSGIVING HOST SIGNUP
Local families are needed to 
serve as hosts for the Annual 
Thanksgiving Fellowship and 
give foreign students attending 
the University of Chicago a look 
at American home life and the 
opportunity to experience the 
American Thanksgiving holiday. 
Families interested in participat-
ing should call Nancy Hansel, 
465-4688, prior to Nov. 12.

WWII DESTROYER PROGRAM
The Marshall Public Library is 
hosting a special Veterans Day 
program 6:30 p.m. Nov. 12. Bob 
Crocker’s program is “World War 
II Fletcher Class Destroyers: At 
War and Peace.” Crocker is a 
Vietnam era veteran who served 
on such a destroyer. The pro-
gram is free but the library does 
request advance registration by 
calling 217-826-2535.

WEDNESDAY

FAMILY READING NIGHT
Shiloh Elementary School’s Fam-
ily Reading Night is 5:30-7 p.m. 
Nov. 13. The event features family 
fun centers, food, a guest reader 
and a play by the third through 
fifth grade students.

DEMENTIA SERIES, PT. 4
Nurse Practitioner Amy Ladd 
from Hospice of Wabash Valley is 
leading a discussion of “Advance 
Directives: What are they and 
who needs them?” 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 14 at the Marshall Public 
Library. Ladd will explore topics 
like who should make decisions 
for a loved on in time of crisis, 
what is an advance directive, 
who should have one and the 
consequences of not having 
one. This program is the last of 
a four-part dementia series at 
the library.

EUCHRE NIGHT
Monthly Euchre Night at Red Oak 
Inn is 6:30-9 p.m. Nov. 14. The 
inn is located at 219 W. Madison 
Street, Paris.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner is 
5-7 p.m. Nov. 14 at the post home. 
The $5 meal is honey butter 
chicken, mashed potatoes, roll 
and beverage. Dessert is available 
for an extra $1.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019.

BUILD A BEAR WORKSHOP
Friends of the Marshall Library 
are offering a Build-A-Bear 
workshop where children may 
create their very own stuffed 
animal. The event for children 
ages pre-school through fifth 
grade is 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 
7 with a workshop scheduled 
every 30 minutes during the day. 
In addition to making the stuffed 
toy, children will be treated to hot 
chocolate and a Christmas story. 
Space is limited and advance 
registration is required. The cost 
is $10 per child with a limit of 
one animal per child. Call the 
library at 217-826-2535 for more 
information.

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381

SMART PLANS. 
BETTER COVERAGE. 
Great oral and overall health starts with the 
right coverage. See our fl exible plan options 
today by visiting deltadentalil.me or 
call 833-301-GRIN (4746).

SMART PLANS
BETTER COVERAGE
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Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.
No one covers Edgar County like

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

101 N. Central Ave.      Paris, IL

2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU 4 DOOR
FURNITURE - HOUSEHOLD, CHRISTMAS DECOR

Marion Pate ESTATE TAG SALE
1007 S. Central St., Paris, IL

Friday, November 15, 1 p.m.- 4 p.m.
Saturday, November 16, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday, November  17, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Marion loved Country, Primitive and  Farm Decor - the house and garage are full. 
The 2015 Chevrolet Malibu is in very good condition with only 75, 000 miles. 

Can be seen prior to the sale - call for information, CASH ONLY Sale.
House is FOR SALE BY OWNER

*Cash or Credit for purchases over $25 (fees apply). Purchase over $1000 require cash.     
  Car MUST be cash. ABSOLUTELY NO PERSONAL CHECKS.
*No children under 12 of pets including companion pets allowed in the home, no strollers,   
 no large totes/handbags.
*We do not provide furniture moving or loading service - please bring your own.
*No pre-sales or prices given prior to sale except on car.
*NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS of any kind.
*ALL SALES ARE FINAL - NO EXCHANGES - REFUNDS OR RETURNS

“FIRST IN LINE, FIRST IN DOOR” 
No holding spaces ESTATE SALES, LLC

A Professional Sale by

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, Owners                            217-251-5871

ESTATE 

TAG SALE

Check out our Facebook Page, HPTrader 
Estate Tag Sales or EstateSales.net for 
pictures and more information after 11/10.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Veterans have a bond cre-
ated by what they have seen, 
done and experienced that 
few others can fathom.

The situations that forged 
such a bond also create a toll, 
and that is something veterans 
of the 1544th Transportation 
Unit of the Illinois National 
Guard are working to ease for 
their comrades. Within the 
last year some of the veterans 
have formed the not-for-prof-
it Veterans of Log Base Seitz 
(VLBS).

“We are making sure ev-
erybody who was part of that 
group has support. That they 
know they can reach out for 
help,” said board member 
Jessica Vice Woolum, whose 
husband served four years of 
active duty in the Army and 
four years with the guard.

He was with the 1554th 
when it left Paris in December 
2003 for training before de-
ployment to Iraq in 2004.

The 1544th was responsible 
for moving mail and supplies 
over some of Iraq’s most dan-
gerous roads and providing 
security for convoys by civil-
ian contractors. Even though 
it was not a combat unit, the 
1544th suffered heavy casual-
ties with five killed in action 
– Sgt. Ivory L. Phipps, Spc. 
Jeremy L. Ridlen, Sgt. Shaw-
na Morrison, Spec. Charles 
Lamb and Sgt. Jessica L. 
Cawvey – and 28 additional 
Purple Heart recipients. 

The unit’s first billet was 
Log Base Seitz, one of the 
most heavily mortared bases 
in Iraq.

After a year’s tour of duty, 

the 1544th came home, and 
Woolum said the veterans 
started gathering almost im-
mediately for mutual support 
and that became yearly re-
unions. But the reunions were 
more than that.

“For years and years, we had 
a reunion or wellness retreat,” 
said Woolum, which was 
usually a three-day weekend. 
“Everybody stays together 
and takes their meals together. 
There are team building activi-
ties, yoga, mental and physical 
wellness and sometimes a tal-
ent show.” 

The purpose is to maintain 
connections among the 170 
members who served in Iraq. 
Woolum describes it as a time 
for both relaxing and group 
bonding.

She said past retreats were 
family events but the one for 
2019 was just for the veterans 
and their spouses. Something 

else different at the 2019 re-
treat was the presence of an in-
dividual from Veterans Affairs 
who donated his time to in-
form the group about resourc-
es and educational opportuni-
ties available to veterans. 

The experience with the 
VA representative convinced 
those attending the take the 
next step and form the not-
for-profit in order to have a 
more organized approach for 
helping veterans. 

“Overall, it’s a safety net for 
members of the 1544th for 
having information about re-
sources and education,” said 
Woolum, adding the primary 
focus is for the veterans who 
served at Log Base Seitz but 
the group also wants to be 
there for subsequent veterans 
of the 1544th and perhaps 
veterans from other branches 
of the service.

VLBS is planning an April 

1544th vets support each other

family retreat for its members 
in Paris, but that is still in the 
preliminary stages. The group 
will also have a float in the 
Christmas in Paris parade.

“That’s new for us,” she said 
regarding the float and partici-
pation in the event. 

More information about 
Veterans of Log Base Seitz is 
available at www.vlbs1544.
org.

Special to The Prairie Press

Veterans of the 1544th Transportation Company have held reunions or wellness retreats annually 
since serving in Iraq in 2004. This year the group formally organized as the not-for-profit Veter-
ans of Log Base Seitz in order to provide better service to all veterans of the 1544th.

Special to The Prairie Press
The 1544th Transportation Company of the Illinois National Guard shortly before departing Paris 
to serve a 2004 tour of duty in Iraq.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Veterans Day is traditionally 
celebrated Nov. 11 in honor of 
the anniversary of the signing 
of the armistice that ended 
World War I hostilities be-
tween the Allied nations and 
Germany in 1918. 

In honor of the holiday, Par-
is and surrounding commu-
nities perform long-standing 
programs. This year, newly 
appointed Paris American Le-
gion 211 Commander Paul 
Hanks is organizing his first 
celebration since he became 
commander. 

“Veterans Day is showing re-
spect for everyone that served,” 
said Hanks.

The traditional local ser-
vice is 11 a.m. Monday at the 
War Memorial on the Edgar 
County Courthouse lawn. 
The color guard, comprised of 
hometown volunteer veterans, 
will march to the memorial fol-
lowed by the Paris High School 
band. The Marching Tigers, 
under the direction of Kevin 
Pruiett, will perform a medley 
of armed forces songs as they 
march to the venue. The band 
also plays the national anthem 
to begin the service.

Hanks, assisted by Steve 
Spencer, the commander of 
the Paris Veterans of Forreign 
Wars Post 3601, will deliver 
the welcome to open the cere-
mony. The opening and closing 
prayers are by Gary Thomas 
of the First Assembly of God 
Church.

Special guest speaker this 
year is Greg Decker. The pro-
gram also features high school 
musicians performing taps 
accompanied by a rifle salute, 
said Hanks.

The annual Veterans Day 
dinner follows the program at 
the Paris VFW post home. All 
county veterans, their spouses 
and surviving veterans’ spous-
es are invited to the meal spon-

sored by the Paris Prospect 
Bank.

On Friday, Nov. 8, the Paris 
American Legion presented 
their traditional Veteran’s Day 
program at the local schools 
featuring guest speaker Bob 
Sinclair. Crestwood School 
hosted the first morning pro-
gram and served the veteran 
volunteers breakfast. The Paris 
High School Veterans Day pro-
gram was next followed by the 
Mayo School program. Mayo 
then treated the veteran’s to 
lunch.

Friday afternoon the Memo-
rial School and Wenz School 
programs were held. 

“The color guard marches 
in and the kids treat us by sing-
ing a song or two,” said Hanks 
adding, “The kids always do a 
good job every year. We look 
forward to it.”

For the first time, Brocton 
Legion auxiliary members will 
host a breakfast for local veter-
ans at 8:30 a.m. today, Nov. 9, 
at the Brocton American Le-
gion. In the past, the group has 
served an evening meal. 

“We wanted to try a morn-
ing meal this year,” said volun-
teer Helen Wood. 

Legion auxiliary president 
Marlene Branick and the small 
group of auxiliary volunteers 
plan to serve approximately 
20 veterans. The guest speaker 
is Jim Taber of Oakland, who 
will talk about his recent honor 
flight.

Kansas American Legion 
Coral Hall Post 539 and 
Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 539 host the annual 
Kansas School Veterans Day 
program at 9 a.m. Monday, 
Nov. 11. Guest speaker is Ter-
ry Hackett of Paris. Kansas 
American Legion and Sons of 
the American Legion also host 
the annual community appre-
ciation dinner from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 16 at the 
Kansas American Legion Post 

Home.
Hume has a formal Veter-

ans Day program with a soup-
and-sandwich lunch to follow, 
said Legion auxiliary member 
Linda Witt. The program be-
gins at 11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 
11, at the Hume Community 
Center and features area native 
Shirley Rund Camp speaking 
about her brothers and their 
extensive military careers and 
experiences.

“We try to have community 
speakers so people can learn 
about our local veterans and 
our small town history,” said 
Witt. 

Veterans and the public are 
invited to the lunch prepared 
by the nearly 30 members of 
the auxiliary group. A free will 
donation will be accepted.

This past week, Witt along 
with community volunteers 
including Deron and Mary 
Hearns, erected the festive ave-
nue flags along with new flags 
donated by the Hearns. Witt 
and her husband began erect-
ing the flags approximately 10 
years ago.

“The flags make a beautiful 
tribute,” added Witt.

The Shiloh High School’s 
National Honor Society Veter-
an’s Day program featuring the 
Hume American Legion is 1 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 11.  

The Chrisman American 
Legion Post #477 is having a 
dinner for veterans at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 10.

 

Community Veterans Day 
programs in Edgar County

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

We also have....
 A GREAT craft beer and bourbon

selection, gaming & tobacco. 

JUST A GREAT GENERAL STORE IN TOWN!

COME IN AND CHECK OUT 
our fall craft beers that just came in!

You won’t be disappointed!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

(Editor’s Note: The court 
news reporting in the Nov. 2 
issue of The Prairie Press stat-
ed Ernest E. Board, 45, Rock 
Island, was charged with a 
Class 2 felony of illegal posses-
sion of child photography by a 
sex offender and Class 4 felony 
of grooming. The name should 
have read Ernest E. Boyd, 45, 
Rock Island, prior to the listing 
of the charges. The Prairie Press 
regrets the error and any confu-
sion it caused. We are happy to 
correct the record.)

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Oct. 
28 and Oct. 31 criminal and 
traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court included:  

IN CUSTODY
nPatrick W. Beal, 21, Paris, 

appeared in custody for fail-
ure to appear in court. He was 
presented with a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine con-
viction. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. Beal’s motion for 
a personal recognizance bond 
was denied. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nBradley W. Cooley, 41, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony burglary, a Class 4 felony 
possession of burglary tools 

and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of stolen proper-
ty. The public defender was 
appointed and bond was set 
at $15,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing and Cooley was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDallas L. Deweese, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 felo-
ny failure to register as a sex of-
fender, a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine and 
a Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJohn A. Fasig, 49, Martins-

ville, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony possession of stolen prop-
erty. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Fasig’s motion for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nBlake J. German, 20, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 1 
felony residential burglary, a 
Class A misdemeanor theft, a 
Class A misdemeanor leaving 
the scene of an accident and a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property. The public 
defender was assigned to the 
case, bond was set at $15,000 

Cases move through Edgar County Circuit Court
and the preliminary hearing 
was scheduled. German was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

Sarah Lynn Hall, 31, Paris, 
appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. Her unresolved Class A 
misdemeanor theft, a Class A 
misdemeanor battery and a 
Class A misdemeanor reckless 
conduct charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
She was granted a personal re-
cognizance bond and remand-
ed to custody pending release 
processing.
nSarah E. Krabel, 28, Chris-

man, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. She was granted a 
personal recognizance bond. 
Her Class A misdemeanor 
endangerment of a child con-
viction was continued for a jail 
status review hearing. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDakota L. Livingston, 23, 

Paris, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property. He was 
denied personal recognizance 
and bond was set at $1,500. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. Living-
ston was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nRonald Parker, 18, Paris, 

appeared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class X fel-
ony armed robbery, a Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault and a Class A misde-
meanor illegal possession of 
a weapon charges. Bond was 
reduced to $25,000 from the 
original bond of $50,000. His 
request to live in Missouri was 
denied. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference 
and Parker was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nBrittany N. Wilson, 39, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and was sentenced to six days 
in jail with credit for six days 
previously served, two years 
of first-offender probation, a 
$500 fine, court costs, various 
state fees and forfeiture of all 
items seized at the time of her 
arrest. In exchange for the plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.

CHARGES
nToby J. Brandenburg, 44, 

Kansas, was charged with a 

Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked and 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nTucker S. Brock, 18, Fair-

mount, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor false re-
porting. The public defender 
was assigned and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nKeith A. Gosnell, 33, Par-

is, was presented with a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nKenneth E. Hovis, 55, 

Paris, was charged, waived the 
preliminary hearing and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 4 felony ag-
gravated driving while license 
is revoked. The public defend-
er was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nTommy W. Miller, 40, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor fleeing from a 
police officer. The case went 
to the public defender, and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nMarcus D. Priest, 37, 

Tilton, was presented with a 
petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
conviction. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nAlexis Prouse, 20, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor false reporting. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nDustyn W. Umberger, 39, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRichard L. Brummel, 64, 

Charleston, was found guilty 
during a bench trial to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. He was sen-
tenced to six day in jail with 
credit for three days previous-
ly served with good conduct 
credit to apply, one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $75 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.

nMichael Joseph Lance 
Evard, 37, Paris, was charged 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding. He 
was sentenced to a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nJason R. Hill, 41, Chris-

man, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. He 
was sentenced to 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nHaley N. Miller, 38, Red-

mon, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer and was sentenced to 
120 days in jail with 60 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring, credit for two 
days previously served and the 
remaining 60 days are subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years of probation, a $300 fine, 
court costs, various state fees 
and an order to obtain coun-
seling per an evaluation. In ex-
change for the guilty plea, the 
state dismissed a Class 2 felony 
aggravated battery charge. 

In another matter, Miller 
pleaded guilty to a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charge and was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge to run concurrently 
with her previous conviction, 
30 days in jail with credit for 
four days previously served 
and the remaining 26 days sub-
ject to the court’s discretion, a 
$300 fine, court costs and vari-
ous state fees. In return for the 
guilty plea, the state dismissed 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery charge.
nElizabeth A. Sablotny, 52, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 3 
felony theft. She was sentenced 
to 120 days in jail with 90 days 
to be served as electronic home 
monitoring with credit for two 
days previously served and 
the remaining 30 days subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years of second-chance pro-
bation, 30 hours of commu-
nity service work, a $500 fine, 
restitution in the approximate 
amount of $1,500 which the 
state acknowledged has been 
paid, court costs, various state 
fees, an order she is subject to 
random drug testing no less 
than three times during her 
probation term and an order to 
seek mental health counseling 
per an evaluation. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nChristina J. Bapp, 23, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nFerrell W. Boren, 51, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia charge. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nCharles D. Brookins, 58, 

Kansas, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license charge. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nDouglas A. Cordell, 40, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion and he pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 4 felony criminal damage 
to property, a Class A misde-

meanor resisting a police offi-
cer and a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct charges. 
The matters were continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nSelvin Galiciamartinez, 

41, Lagrange, Ga., pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol charges. 
He was granted permission to 
travel to Georgia. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nSamantha N. Libka, 33, 

Paoli, Ind., pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 1 felony aggravated bat-
tery, a Class 2 felony aggravat-
ed domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless conduct 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
Her bond conditions were 
modified to allow her to reside 
in Indiana.
nTabatha L. Munds, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nDustin W. Steen, 34, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand following the 
preliminary hearing to a Class 
3 felony failure to register as a 
sex offender charge. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nPhilip J. Boswell, 34, Clin-

ton, Ind., learned the state dis-
missed his class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license charge. The warrant for 
his arrest for missing a previous 
court appearance was quashed 
and the case was closed.
nDawn M. Ordiway, 35, 

Paris, asked to quash her ar-
rest warrant for missing a 
previous court date. The mo-
tion was denied but bond was 
reduced to $2,500 from the 
original bond of $15,000. Her 
unresolved Class X felony de-
livery of methamphetamine, a 
Class X felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
X felony methamphetamine 
trafficking and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer charges were contin-
ued for pretrial conference. 
Ordiway was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nMatthew R. Pitts, 21, 

Paris, failed to appear and was 
ordered to serve four days in 
jail attached to his Class A 
misdemeanor reckless driving 
conviction. A no-bond arrest 
warrant was issued.
nTrent B. Powell, 39, Broc-

ton, learned the state withdrew 
a petition to revoke his con-
ditional discharge sentence 
for the Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
conviction. His conditional 
discharge was terminated and 
the case was closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the follow-
ing individuals failed to an-
swer the court call: Thomas F. 
Barnes, 38, Paris; John L. Bell, 
37, Terre Haute, Ind.; Bobby 
J. Butterfield, 43, Paris; Cody 
D. Craig, 35, Paris; Dustin 
Halfacre, 32, Rockville, Ind.; 
Lasha M. Hillyer, 34, Paris; 
James E. Hoge, 73, Paris; Ro-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorders Office issued 
the following marriage licens-
es during October: Jimmie 
Earl Kelley and Tammy Ber-
nice Goodman, both of Par-
is; Joshua Robert Dalton and 
Yeslie Guadalupe Velazquez; 
Austin Tyler Jamison and 
Elizabeth Marie Wett, both 
of Mattoon; Mackenzie Re-
nee Haworth and Jessica 
Rose Parrish of Paris; Ethan 
Augustus Mason and Matte-
syn Nicole Milburn, both of 
Castel Rock, Colo.; Matthew 
Robert White of Mattoon and 

Courtney Ann Thompson 
of Tolono; Austin Neal Red-
mon and Whitney Sue Pitts, 
both of Paris; Donald Paitte 
Lankeford Haupt and Aman-
da Rachelle Lancaster, both 
of Paris; Nicholas Martin 
Hortenstine and Lauren Ni-
cole Cody, both of Decatur; 
Devin Williams Stephens and 
Madison Nicole Gates, both 
of Paris; Michael Edward 
Warner and Tiffany Diane 
Reeley, both of Paris; Daniel 
Paulo Baptista and Susannah 
Rose Hall, both of Paris; Jessi-
ca Diane Laroe and Makinzee 
Ann Taylor, both of Vermil-
ion; Justin Allen Schwab of 
Paris and Marsha Ann King 
of Ashmore; Logan Roberts 
Trine and Olivia Diane Kilk-
er, both of Terre Haute, Ind.; 
Jacob Wayne Sexton and Tif-
fany J. Spivey, both of Paris; 
and Kyle Steven Margold and 
Heidi Brianna Looker, both 
of Edwardsville.

October marriage licenses

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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ROBERT WOFFORD 
CASEY – Robert Allen 

Wofford, 62 of Casey, passed 
away Friday, Nov. 1, 2019, at 

Carle Hospi-
tal, Urbana.  

A funeral 
service was 
10 a.m. on 
T h u r s d a y, 
Nov. 7, at 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home, 
with Brother 
Steve Jenkins 
of f ic iat ing. 
Burial fol-

lowed in Washington Street 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 6, 
at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post   or Clark 
County Animal Shelter.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

WOFFORD

ANNA  TRAVELSTEAD
SPRINGFIELD – Anna 

Williams Travelstead, 67, of 
Springfield, passed away Oct. 

30, 2019, at 
her home. 

Her fami-
ly will host a 
celebration 
of life from 3 
to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 
16, at Butler 

Funeral Home, 900 S. Sixth 
St., Springfield. Friends, col-
leagues and the public are wel-
come to attend.

Mrs. Travelstead was born 
June 22, 1952, at Brocton, the 
daughter of the late George 
and Freda Davis Williams. She 
married her college sweet-
heart Stan Travelstead Dec. 

30, 1972, and he survives.
She is also survived by a 

daughter, Dr. Lindsay (Pat-
rick) Fazio of Chicago; son, 
Jeremy Travelstead of Spring-
field; sister, Jane (Donnie) 
Rowe of Kansas; brother, 
Steve (Marty) Williams of 
Brocton; and several loved 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, Katy Ingram. 

Mrs. Travelstead graduated 
from Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity in 1973 where she was a 
member of the Pink Panther 
Dance Team.  

She worked as a flow cyto-
metrist at Southern Illinois 
University School of Med-
icine, as well as St. John’s 
Hospital. She contributed to 
breakthrough research into 

disease prevention that was 
published nationally and fea-
tured on NBC’s Today Show. 
She was active in the local Ju-
nior League and board of the 
Springfield Ballet Company. 

Mrs. Travelstead was a 
member of Illini Country 
Club where she and her hus-
band golfed. She also enjoyed 
traveling to Florida and spend-
ing time with her friends, fam-
ily and three grandchildren, 
Rece, Campbell and Griffin, 
who affectionately call her 
“Mamma.” She often told her 
grandchildren she loved them 
“to the moon and back” and 
now she’ll forever watch over 
them from the stars above.

Online condolences at 
www.butlerfuneralhomes.
com.

TRAVELSTEAD

GLENN SKINNER
MORTON, Ill. – Dr. Glenn 

S. Skinner Jr., 85, passed away 
peacefully in his sleep Friday, 

Nov. 1, 2019, 
at Reflections 
M e m o r y 
Care Facility, 
Morton. He 
was a retired 
family physi-
cian with pre-
vious prac-

tices in Paris; Lompoc, Calif.; 
Yuma, Ariz.; and Sunnyside, 
Wash.  

A memorial service is at 10 
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 16, at Ad-
vent Lutheran Church, and a 
rocket launch immediately fol-
lows the service. Visitations are 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 15, at Reflections Memo-
ry Care and from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
at Advent Lutheran Church

Dr. Skinner was born June 
8, 1934, at New Castle, Del., 
the son of the late Drs. Glenn 
and Pauline Kimball Skinner.  

He is survived by his wife of 
56 years, Barbara E. Skinner 
of Morton; his children, Maj. 
(Ret.) Sam (Lisa) Skinner of 
San Marcos, Calif., Catherine 
Erika (Brian) Gordon of Mor-

ton and Robert ( Jo) Skinner 
of Pittsboro, Ind.; and seven 
grandchildren, Topher (fian-
cée, Jacqui Gordon) Skinner 
of Los Angeles, Calif., Xander 
Skinner of Davis, Calif., Zach-
ary Skinner of San Marcos, 
Calif., Erika Gordon of Mil-
waukee, Wis., Aspen Gordon 
of Tampa, Fla., and Andrew 
and Nathan Skinner of Pitts-
boro, Ind.

He was preceded in death 
by his brother Dr. Charles 
Skinner and half-sister Mar-
celle Baker.

He was a member of the 
Lutheran Church throughout 
his lifetime and served as the 
Church Council President 
for Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in Sunnyside, Wash., 
where he had been a member 
for 29 years before moving to 
Morton in 2017 to be closer 
to family.  

Dr. Skinner was also an Ea-
gle Scout, a Sea Scout, past 
president and vice president 
of Kiwanis Clubs in both Paris 
and Sunnyside. He loved soc-
cer as a player, coach and ref-
eree in Lompoc, Calif., Yuma, 
Ariz., and Paris. He built the 
fields and goal posts at the 

American Legion in Paris. He 
was a member of YMCA and 
AYSO soccer programs.  

Dr. Skinner was a lifelong 
Ham Radio operator as an avid 
Grid Square Hunter and Moon 
Bouncer. He also enjoyed DIY 
woodworking projects. He 
loved sailing while living in 
Delaware and California.

After retiring from his med-
ical practice in 1999, he spent 
much of his time as the church 
handyman and enjoyed pre-
paring the coffee, scones and 
muffins for coffee hour as well 
as running the dishwasher after 
church events. He also enjoyed 
teaching rocketry to elementa-
ry school children as part of his 
Kiwanis Club activities. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to any of the follow-
ing: Advent Lutheran Church, 
Morton, Ill.; Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church, Sunnyside, 
Wash.; the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation; or American Cancer 
Society. 

The family thanks the staffs 
at Brandonwood Retirement 
Center, Reflections Memory 
Care and Transitions Hospice 
for their kind, professional and 
compassionate care.

SKINNER

PAULETTE SHARP
Paulette Sharp, 75, of Paris, 

passed away at 6:26 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, 2019, at Hori-

zon Health 
in Paris. She 
was a home-
maker.

  A funeral 
service was 2 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 7, 
at Stewart 

and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Enon 

Cemetery. Visitation was 
from noon until the service 
time Thursday at the funeral 
home.  

Mrs. Sharp was born July 
2, 1944, at Woodbury, Tenn., 
the daughter of the late Bed-
ford and Margaret Miller 
Anderson. She married Dell 
Sharp in May of 1998 in Par-
is, and he passed away Sep. 
12, 2015.

Survivors include five sons; 
Chuck Rhoden of Kansas, 
John Rhoden of Paris, Kenny 

Rhoden of Paris, Larry Low-
ry of Paris and Darrell Low-
ry of Paris; one brother, Carl 
Miller of Las Vegas, Nev.; 11 
granddaughters; two grand-
sons; several great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces and 
nephews.  

She was preceded in death 
by one son, one sister, two 
brothers and one daughter-
in-law.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

SHARP

BERNICE MAXWELL 
MARTINSVILLE – Ber-

nice Viola Vanover Crutchfield 
Maxwell, 98, of Martinsville, 

passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 
5, 2019, at her 
home.   

 A funer-
al service is 
noon today, 
Nov. 9, at 
G r e e n w e l l 

Funeral Home, with the Rev. 
Larry Howard officiating. Buri-
al follows in Butternut Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 10 a.m. 
until the service time today at 
the funeral home.   

 Memorial donations may be 
made to Lincolnland Hospice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

MAXWELL

MICHELLE KAKIK
Michelle Lynn Kakik, 39, 

of Paris, passed away at 12:29 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019, 

in the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life is 3:30 

p.m. Sunday, Nov. 10, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home. Private 
interment is at a later date. 
Visitation is from 2 p.m. until 
the service time Sunday at the 
funeral Home.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

KAKIK

LETHA AUGUSTUS
Letha Mae Augustus, 102, of 

Paris, passed away at 1:28 p.m. 
EDT, Friday, Nov. 1, 2019, at 

the Gibson 
Family Cen-
ter for Hos-
pice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.

A funeral 
service was 
held at 1 p.m., 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, at Templeton 
Funeral Home, with Pastor Jeff 
Augustus officiating. Burial 
followed at New Providence 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
11 a.m. until the service time 
Tuesday at the funeral home.

Mrs. Augustus was born 
Oct. 27, 1917, in rural Edgar 
County, the daughter of the 
late James and Clova Flinn Sta-
ley. She married Everett R. Au-
gustus Nov. 10, 1935, and he 

preceded her in death on Nov. 
12, 1986.

She is survived by her three 
children, Paul (Nancy) Au-
gustus of West Terre Haute, 
Ind., Doris (Mike) Lau of 
Paris, formerly of Ramsey, 
and Rita Goodman of Paris; 
grandchildren, Jeff (Bekah) 
Augustus of West Terre Haute, 
Ind., Keith (Stephanie) Au-
gustus of Georgetown, Kevin 
(Joyce) Augustus of Paris, 
Brian (Andrea) Lau of Paris, 
Jennifer (Tony) Campbell of 
Dennison, Julie (Mike) Garv-
er of Paris and Phil (Linda) 
Goodman of Flat Rock; and 
great-grandchildren, Nathan 
(Ciara), Ethan, Lauren, Jessica, 
Brandon, Jordan, Timothy, Ty-
ler, Mercy and Lily Augustus, 
Valerie (Devyn) Chapman, Ev-
erett Lau, Matthew and Emily 
Campbell, Jacob (Maggie) and 
Aaron Garver and Thomas and 

Emma Goodman.
She was preceded in death 

by brothers, Ora Staley, Claud 
Staley, Orla “Mac” Staley; and 
sisters, Lenna White and Fern 
May.

Mrs. Augustus was a devot-
ed wife, mother and grand-
mother. She enjoyed vacation-
ing, spending time with family 
and taking care of others. She 
will be remembered for her 
faith, excellent cooking and 
sense of humor.

She was an active member 
of New Providence Presbyte-
rian Church where she served 
in various positions within the 
church and the women’s orga-
nization.

Memorial donations may be 
made to New Providence Pres-
byterian Church.

Online condolences avail-
able at www.TempletonFuner-
alHome.com.

AUGUSTUS

MARY LOU ADAMS
TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 

Mary Lou Adams, 88, of Terre 
Haute, Ind., and formerly of 

Paris, passed 
away Oct. 
31, 2019, at 
M e a d o w s 
Manor East. 
She was a re-
tired teacher.

P r i v a t e 
services were 

held at an earlier date. Burial 
was in Grandview Cemetery in 
Edgar County. Greiner Funeral 
Home of Terre Haute was in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Adams was born Oct. 

3, 1931, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Robert Clinton 
“RC” Flanery and Helen S. 
Smith Flanery.

She is survived by two 
daughters, Chris (Kirby) 
Clawson and Donna Ad-
ams, both of Paris; two sons 
Charles (Stacy) Adams and 
William (Dave Rosen) Adams 
of Bloomington, Ind.; grand-
children, Ryan, Adam, Brit-
tany, Jessica, Betsy, Cody and  
great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Adams taught in Par-
is Union School District #95 
and also taught kindergarten 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
School. She was a member 

of Farmersburg Presbyterian 
Church and the Flower Club 
while living in Georgia. She 
loved teaching and was gifted 
with children. 

She was a very talented 
seamstress, loved animals and 
was passionate about animal 
rescue. She was devoted to 
her children and grandchil-
dren’s hobbies and interests, 
especially sporting events and 
band.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Northern Lights 
Sled Dog Rescue. 

Online condolences at 
www.greinerfuneralhome.
com.

ADAMS

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO – Novem-
ber is Adoption Awareness 
Month in Illinois and the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Ser-
vices and the Illinois Adop-
tion Advisory Council are 
launching the “What’s your 
connection” statewide cam-
paign to promote adoption 
awareness and celebrate the 
connection every Illinoisan 
has to adoption.

As part of the “What’s 
your connection?” cam-
paign, 10,000 rubber brace-
lets are being distributed 
to individuals touched by 
adoption across the state; 
and 10,000 paper chain 
links including a template 
for making additional links 
is available to schools, adop-
tion agencies, faith-based 
organizations and anyone 
who is interested to create a 
paper chain to display. 

“Seeing the bracelet on 
someone’s wrist and asking 

Question opens Adoption 
Awareness Month 2019

the simple question ‘what’s 
your connection?’ starts the 
conversation about how com-
mon adoption is and leads 
to a deeper understanding of 
that person’s journey,” said 
Illinois DCFS Acting Direc-
tor Marc D. Smith. “Over the 
last decade, more than 16,000 
children were provided a per-
manent home thanks to the 
families across our state that 
chose to adopt through DCFS.  
The children in Illinois waiting 
for adoption are of all ages and 
backgrounds. Let us recommit 
to the goal of finding a safe per-
manent and loving home for 
every child in need.”

Last fiscal year 1,838 Illinois 
children were adopted into 
permanent, loving families. 
Today there are 1,772 Illinois 
youth in care who are legally 
available for adoption. To see 
their photos and read their bi-
ographies, visit www.clsw.org/
heartgalleryofil. For more in-
formation about becoming a 
foster or adoptive parent, call 
1-800-572-2390.



For the sake of Illinois and its highest court, 
Anne Burke should step down from her role as 
chief justice of the Illinois Supreme Court, to 

which she was recently elected 
by her fellow justices.

This is not personal. My 
several friends who know the 
justice well all say she is smart, 
hard-working and caring. 

The excruciating problem 
is that she is likely on the 
high court bench because 
of her husband, the indicted 
Chicago Alderman Ed Burke, 
who may well be convicted of 
public corruption during her 

three-year term as chief justice. A close observer 
of the federal courts nationwide tells me the 
chances of indicted defendants in corruption 
cases being found not guilty are about as 
remote as being struck by lightning. So, the op-
tics, as they say, are hideous. The media would 
blat: “Illinois chief justice’s husband convicted 
of corruption. What’s new?”

For decades, Alderman and party ward Com-
mitteeman Ed Burke chaired the Cook County 
Democratic Party judicial endorsement com-
mittee. He “made” hundreds of judges in a huge 
county where party approval has, until recent 
years, been tantamount to election. 

After half a century on the Chicago City 
Council and many intimations of influ-
ence-peddling, Ed Burke has been indicted 
for, among many other charges, attempting to 
squeeze a small restaurant owner into doing 
property tax business with his law firm; this, 
in return for lifting his “hold” on a city permit 
necessary to do business. Tawdry, even by the 
low standards of Chicago politics.

As the above might suggest, Illinois has a real 
bad image problem. From 1970 to 2017, more 
than 2,100 state residents were convicted of 
public corruption crimes. In the same period, 
the U.S. Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois (Chicagoland) tallied more corruption 
convictions than any district in the nation. 
Since 1973, four Illinois governors have been 
measured for striped suits.

There is also the problem of “legal cor-
ruption.” For example, the Chicago Tribune 
reported in 2011 that Alderman Burke hired 
former state Rep. Robert Molaro to work in his 
city office for one month at $12,000 ($144,000 
annual equivalent). This one month of “work” 
allowed Molaro to double the pensionable 
base of his state pension. (Welcome to Illinois 
politics.) And get this: His task for Burke — to 
write a paper about the sorry, underfunded 
state of the Illinois pension systems. 

Burke also has $11 million in his campaign 
accounts; he can use the millions as personal 
income, though he is now churning through 
the campaign money to pay big legal bills.

Worse are the perceptions of corruption. Peo-
ple across the country — and even around the 
globe — link Illinois and Chicago to corruption 
A 2012 national survey by Public Policy Polling 
found Illinois to be, after California, the least 
liked state in the nation, with only 19 percent of 
those polled having favorable views of Illinois. I 
speculate that perceived corruption pulled way 
down the favorable views of our state.

Corruption affects our business climate as 
well. In 2011 I took a survey of 70 local eco-
nomic development directors in Illinois. Three 
in four respondents said perceptions of corrup-
tion had a negative, some said very negative, 
impact on their business recruiting. 

The unavoidable linkages between the 
Burkes will — indeed already has — become a 
thorny, even embarrassing matter. Last year the 
Burkes raised $116,000 at a campaign fund-
raiser in their home for unsuccessful Chicago 
mayoral candidate Toni Preckwinkle. After Ed 
Burke’s subsequent indictment, Preckwinkle 
claimed the fundraiser was really hosted by 
Anne Burke — but Illinois Supreme Court 
justices are prohibited from participating in 
partisan politics.

And possible conflicts of interest in judicial 
decisions by Justice Burke related to Chicago 
City Council actions favored by her husband 
will — already have — come under scrutiny. 

While the feds at the U.S. Department of 
Justice in Chicago work just blocks from the 
respective offices of the Burkes, they inhabit 
another planet. They revolve around and are 
fed by DOJ in D.C. To them, Burke, Madigan 
and all the rest are but small-time pols. The 
prosecutors count convictions from high-pro-
file corruption cases to punch their tickets into 
big-time law firms in Chicago and New York. 
They won’t play nice, even with Justice Burke.

The post of chief justice of the Illinois 
Supreme Court is largely honorific, rotating 
among the justices, based on seniority. Yet the 
symbolism of “Chief Justice” Anne Burke will 
resonate with journalists covering the trial of 
husband Ed Burke. It won’t be pretty.

Justice Burke should plead to her fellow jus-
tices that she would prefer to focus on the cases 
before the court and relinquish the adminis-
trative chores of “The Chief.” That would limit 
the damage that would otherwise be done to 
Illinois and her court.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior 
fellow and political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He 
has worked for three unindicted governors and 
published  a weekly newspaper in central Illinois. 
You can read more of Nowlan’s work at jimnow-
lan.com.)
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Burke 
should 
step down

Make time Monday to salute those men and women who served our country
“To us in America, the reflections of 

Armistice Day will be filled with sol-
emn pride in the heroism of those who 
died in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both because 
of the thing from which it has freed us 
and because of the opportunity it has 
given America to show her sympathy 
with peace and justice in the councils of 
the nations …” 

—President Woodrow Wilson
On Monday, Edgar County will 

join with the rest of the U.S. to 
observe the 100th anniversary of 
Veterans Day.

It’s a day filled with ceremony and 
speeches and remembrances. It’s a 
day to hear patriotic messages and 
to look upon our flag with solemn 
pride.

But these worthwhile events are 
symbols of something greater. They 

represent immeasurable sacrifices 
made by every man and woman who 
put on a uniform, traveled to wher-
ever they were assigned and fulfilled 
their part to defend our country.

Veterans Day is a reminder that 
we are indebted to our veterans far 
beyond a single day. We are remind-
ed without these men and women 
who serve their country, none of us 
would have a country.

Every veteran who served had an 
important job to do. Whether they 
saw combat action or not, no job was 
less important than any other job.

Veterans Day is one way to demon-
strate our appreciation to service 
men and women for what they did 

and what they gave up.
Our veterans have given so much 

for our country. They were prepared 
to give their lives to protect us from 
those who would destroy our free-
doms.

Many veterans left their homes 
and families to serve. They often re-
turn in a sad condition — some with 
visible wounds. Others return with 
scars that are unseen.

Let us resolve to strengthen our 
support for all veterans as we mark 
this day throughout Edgar County. 
We must push our elected leaders to 
advocate for greater and faster assis-
tance for all who have served.

And we — who have never been in 
the armed forces — must take time 
to salute these men and women on 
Veterans Day.

We owe them a profound debt of 
gratitude.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Celebrate our veterans

Deficit: We 
don’t care 

Fall veto session concludes next week
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include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
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topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
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We don’t care. You can 
check Pew or Gallup or any 
other polling company.

We are 
running 
deficits 
that ought 
to make us 
nauseated 
with worry 
— the fed-
eral deficit 
passed $1 
trillion in 
Septem-
ber — but 

we’re not interested. Well, 
a majority of us anyway. 
About 48 percent of those 
polled by Pew in January 
said that reducing the 
deficit should be a top 
priority for the president 
and congress. As recently 
as 2014, 72 percent of the 
public agreed with that 
statement.

Republicans (54 percent) 
are in favor of reducing the 
deficit at higher rates than 
Democrats (44 percent), 
but concern has declined 
among all voters. 

So why are the 48 
percent who prioritize re-
ducing deficits right and the 
spending gluttons wrong?

One reason is who we 
owe the money to. China 
holds about 8 percent of 
our debt. 

Another reason for 
concern is what we’re 
spending the borrowed 
funds on. We’re not invest-
ing primarily in children, 
infrastructure, scientific 
research and other things 
that boost national income. 
We’re spending on elderly 
people whether they are 
needy or not — and most 
are not. In 2016, just 9 per-
cent of Americans over age 
65 lived below the poverty 
line. That compares with 
18 percent of children. Yet 
Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid account for 
84 percent of spending 
increases over the coming 
decade.

Today, the Republicans 
are the fiscally irresponsi-
ble party and the Demo-
crats are the fiscally insane 
party.

But it’s not hopeless. 
Serious people on both 

sides of the aisle have 
proposed paths back to 
sanity.

Let’s hope more Amer-
icans get serious about the 
need.

(Mona Charen is a 
columnist and a political 
analyst. She is a senior fellow 
at the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center.)

Senators and Representa-
tives return to the Capitol Nov. 
12-14 for the second and final 

week of the fall 
Veto Session. 

Nearly two 
dozen commit-
tee hearings are 
scheduled for 
the week on a 
variety of issues, 
including red-
light cameras, 
minimum wage, 
education, 
public health, 
taxes and the 

environment.
Ethics reform continues 

to be the hottest issue before 
lawmakers. 

Several legislative proposals 
have been introduced since 
well-publicized allegations 
and indictments involving 
corruption began making 
headlines. Those measures 
remain on the front burner — 
and could be the number one 
action item. 

Among the proposals is a 
Senate Republican measure, 
Senate Bill 2297, which is a 
serious effort addressing ethical 
shortcomings at the Capitol.

Under SB 2297, the Legisla-
tive Inspector General (LIG) 
would have the authority to 
investigate complaints against 
legislators and issue subpoe-
nas without approval from the 
Legislative Ethics Commission 
(LEC), a panel of Senate and 
House members. 

Taking politicians out of the 
equation gives the LIG the 
independence necessary to do 
his or her job. 

This dynamic reform seeks 

to end the current fox guarding 
the henhouse process when it 
comes to investigating allega-
tions of wrongdoing. It gives 
the Legislative Inspector Gen-
eral true watchdog authority.

Individuals with unpaid tax 
liabilities need to act quickly to 
take advantage of the state’s Tax 
Amnesty Program. 

The deadline is Nov. 15 to 
make full payments on out-
standing tax debt without 
penalties.

Taxpayers who did not file 
their state taxes during the 
original filing period will be 
required to file an original 
return in addition to paying the 
full tax due. 

Residents will also have the 
opportunity to report changes 
to previously filed returns by 
submitting an amended return 
and paying the tax debt in full.
This is a one-time amnesty.

The Tax Amnesty Program 
covers taxes owed from July 1, 
2011, through June 30, 2018. 
More information about the 
program can be found at the 
Illinois Department of Revenue 
website: https://www2.illinois.
gov/rev/research/news/Pag-
es/2019-Illinois-Tax-Amnes-
ty-Program.aspx

While winter doesn’t official-
ly start in the Northern Hemi-
sphere until Dec. 21, some 
parts of Illinois have already 
seen snow — and that’s a good 
reminder to prepare for winter 
weather.

November is Winter Weather 
Preparedness Month in Illinois. 
Several state agencies are 
teaming up to provide valuable 
information and tips to keep 
warm and stay safe at home or 
on the road.

The Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency has developed 
a winter weather preparedness 
guide. 

The 10-page guide is avail-
able on the Ready Illinois web-
site at https://www2.illinois.
gov/ready.

The state is spending $3 
million on improvements to 
Illinois’ State Fairgrounds. 

The two-phase enhance-
ments will focus on fairground 
roadways. 

Work begins this fall, 
weather permitting, with about 
$500,000 in resurfacing the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation hopes to complete 
before the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

Phase two begins next spring 
with $2.5 million in road im-
provements planned. 

Money for the projects comes 
from the Capital Construction 
Program passed by the General 
Assembly earlier this year. 

Next year’s State Fair runs 
from Aug. 13 –  Aug. 23.

 (Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 55th 
District in the Illinois Senate. 
Part of his district includes Kan-
sas and Grandview townships in 
Edgar County.)

SEN. DALE
RIGHTER
FROM THE 
STATEHOUSE

TAKING POLITICIANS OUT OF THE  
EQUATION GIVES THE INSPECTOR 

GENERAL  THE  INDEPENDENCE 
NECESSARY TO DO HIS OR HER JOB.”

Ethics legislation is on 
the front-burner for 
Springfield lawmakers

JAMES
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS  
PERSPECTIVE

MONA
CHAREN
RIGHT 
THINKING
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arrest out of the county to an-
other jail,” said Voigt.

It will also be a drag on the 
county. Wood explained if, for 
example, the Chrisman Police 
Department makes an arrest 
and transports somebody to 
the jail handling booking du-

ties for Edgar County, but if 
that jail is full, it becomes the 
sheriff department’s respon-
sibility to go and take the in-
dividual to another jail where 
there is room after the booking 
is complete.

“Their (other county depart-
ments) responsibility is to get 
the prisoner there and that’s 
where it ends. Everything else 

falls on us,” said Wood.
Farnham added this is going 

to strain manpower of all the 
local police departments with 
officers on the road taken ar-
rested people to a distant jail 
for booking.

“If Paris makes five arrests in 
a day, that’s five times an officer 
has to travel out of the county,” 
said Farnham.

JAIL
FROM PAGE 1A

Gordon said three used corn 
heads were found at John Davis 
Implements at Newton. When 
one broke while harvesting, 
Birkey’s Implements at Oak-
land responded and fixed it so 
the group could keep working.

Other support came from 
the ADM elevator at Oakland, 
which supplied lunch and was 
working with those hauling 
the grain in to credit Reed’s ac-
count. The Farm Bureau assist-
ed in organizing the event, and 
Gordon said another individ-
ual promised to fill the diesel 
tanks of the combines, tractors 
and trucks at the end of the day.

“It’s just typical of a small 
community to help everybody 
out,” said Gordon. “That’s why 
I like farming.”

FARMERS
FROM PAGE 1A

neighbors.”
Board chairman Jeff Voigt 

told the audience board mem-
bers only learned about the 
filing by Parks Livestock short-
ly before it became publicly 
known.

Voigt then skipped over oth-
er agenda items to the issue of 
requesting a public hearing. 
The board unanimously ap-
proved the need for a hearing, 
and Edgar County Clerk and 
Recorder August Griffin was 
instructed to notify the De-
partment of Agriculture by 
electronic notification and cer-
tified mail. Such a hearing must 
be held within 15 days.

The board also addressed 
some end of year issues and 
looked at a longer-term prob-
lem. The 2020 budget and 
accompanying levy request 
of $3.6 million was given first 
approval. Final approval comes 
during a special Nov. 27 meet-

ing. The delay provides the 
public an opportunity to re-
view the document.

A $36,000 transfer from the 
general fund to the courthouse 
improvement fund was autho-
rized. This is a yearly action 
to build up a cash reserve for 
when the county takes over 
the bond payments for a 2012 
restoration of the courthouse 
tower. The city of Paris agreed 
to pay the early years of the 
bond using downtown TIF 
district money.

Voigt acknowledged the 
county fell behind in making 
those transfers for a period of 
time jeopardizing the county’s 
ability to meet the obligation. 
He said the backlog of pay-
ments is about caught up so the 
fund will be solvent when the 
county assumes the payments. 

The board also approved a 
motion on a split vote for the 
county clerk and the state’s at-
torney to draft a question for 
the 2017 primary ballot asking 
if voters will approve a safety 

tax. Voigt said this action only 
authorizes the creation of the 
question and is not a direction 
to place it on the ballot.

Prior board discussions 
have raised the issue of a 
safety tax, which is a sales tax 
similar to the school facilities 
tax voters approved in 2016. 
The maximum rate is 1 cent, 
although it could be less. The 
maximum rate will generate 
more than $1 million, which 
could go toward paying bonds 
for a new jail. The existing 
jail is closing Dec. 1 because 
insurance companies will no 
longer cover it as a penal insti-
tution. 

“Given ou current circum-
stances it seems a prudent way 
to go, but there are other opin-
ions out there,” said Voigt. 

Board members approving 
the creation of a referendum 
question were Dan Bruner, 
Andy Patrick, Phil Ludington 
and Derrick Lorenzen. John 
Chittick voted no, and Karl 
Farnham Jr. was absent. 

COUNTY
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if the city has property avail-
able. Her initial thought was 
using empty ground behind 
the city library but is not sure 
there is sufficient light because 
of the commercial buildings 
around the location. 

“The other option would be 
Centennial Park but you would 
have to deal with ball games 
and the tractor pull,” said 
Owen. An audience member 
noted the location is prone to 
flooding.

City council members liked 
the idea of converting the emp-
ty space behind the library into 
a community garden. Com-
missioner Rodney Wolfe said 
it will be easier to get water to 
that location than in Centen-
nial Park, and commissioner 
Tyler Alexander said a com-
munity garden can tie into the 
library’s programming activi-
ties. 

“Look at the library seri-
ously and see what you can do 

with it,” said Alexander.
Other items on the agenda 

were dealt with expeditiously.
A plan to raise water rates 

by 25 cents in November and 
again in January got revamped. 
City clerk Dena Burns said that 
action requires an ordinance, 
which was not part of the ap-
proval for the rate increase. 
As a result, there was no rate 
increase starting in November 
but commissioners did ap-
prove an ordinance authoriz-
ing a 25-cent increase starting 
Jan. 1.

The council approved hiring 
licensed trapper Rick Tweety 
to come back to town and deal 
with an increasing skunk pop-
ulation. Owen announced one 
of the city employees is work-
ing on obtaining the appropri-
ate state licenses and should be 
able to perform this activity for 
the city in the future. 

Commissioner Thad Crisp-
in reported a proposal for 
work on Madison and Monroe 
streets to dig out some humps 
and grind others came in at 

$39,000. The city engineer was 
unable to approve the work 
since Motor Fuel Tax only cov-
ers $25,000 of the project.

A second plan from Ribbe 
Trucking of Tilton calls for 
grinding all of the humps for 
a fee of $1,750, and not to ex-
ceed $2,000.

“They can get them down 
and we can start fresh next 
year,” said Crispin

The council approved the 
Ribbe Proposal.

“We’ve got to get the humps 
out of the roads before they 
tear up everybody’s car in 
town,” said Owen.

In other action,
A $5,295 bid was accepted 

from Bear Creek Yard Creation 
to build a garage for the city po-
lice car.
An emergency expendi-

ture of $3,036 was approved 
for repairing a pump at the 
sewage treatment plant.
A proposal from Tingley 

Roofing to replace the roof 
on the lift station building for 
$1,850 was accepted.

CHRISMAN
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Holiday in the Park, the 
lighted extravaganza at Twin 
Lakes Park between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s, is usu-
ally a sedate affair with visitors 
cruising through the park in 
their vehicles.

Bee Well of Edgar County 
wants to introduce a physical 
element in keeping with the 
coalition’s mission of pro-
moting a healthier lifestyle 
for local residents. Working 
with the Paris Park Board, 
Bee Well is sponsoring Dash-
ing Through the Lights – a 
fun run/walk 6-7 p.m. Nov. 
27

The event the Wednesday 
night before Thanksgiving 
gives people a chance to either 
run or walk through the park 
while the lights are on for test-

ing before Holiday in the Park 
officially opens to the public 
Thanksgiving night.

“It’s not competitive. It’s 
supposed to be fun,” said Bee 
Well member Erin Frank. 

Some details are still get-
ting resolved but here are the 
basics.

Parking for the event is at 
Laker Stadium because the 
starting and ending point of 
Dashing Through the Lights 
is at the lighted tunnel on the 
park’s exit road connecting to 
Steidl Road. 

Only event participants are 
to enter the park for running 
or walking the one-mile loop 
of the park’s roadway. Spec-
tators may not line the drive 
because the many electrical 
cables strung on the ground 
pose a possible tripping haz-
ard in the dark. 

There is a $5 per person 
fee to participate with a max-
imum of $20 for a family.

Frank said the intent is to 
make this an affordable, fami-
ly friendly event. The fee is to 
help Bee Well cover the cost 

Bee Well gearing up 
for Holiday in the Park

of providing a glow stick, 
or something similar, to ev-
erybody dashing the loop 
as well as some incidental 
other expenses associated 
with the event.

“We encourage every-
body to dress up with a 
holiday theme and lights,” 
she said.

Because of the shortness 
of the event and the park 
having winterized build-
ings, no toilet facilities are 
available. Frank cautioned 
participants should plan 
accordingly.

After completing the 
loop around the park, hot 
chocolate awaits the finish-
ers back at Laker Stadium.

Some special guest ap-
pearances are possible but 
those haven’t been con-
firmed.

Mary Liz Wright noted 
walking through the park 
will provide a different 
perspective to the lighted 
displays.

“I think it will be magi-
cal,” said Wright.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 
Police Department now has a 
mutual aid agreement with the 
Brocton Police Department.

Jeff Goodwin, the Kansas 
police chief, provided details 
of the arrangement during the 
Kansas Village Board meeting 
Wednesday, Nov. 6. Board 
members unanimously voted 
to approve the deal.

“This gives the Brocton po-
lice law enforcement author-
ity in Kansas when asked,” 
said Goodwin. “The Brocton 
chief currently helps me with 
calls and vice versa to operate 
smoothly. This gives him law 
enforcement authority in our 
village only when I ask him.”

Goodwin added the mu-
tual aid agreement formally 
states the two chiefs, or their 
officers, can assist one another 
without cost to either police 
department. The Kansas Police 
department currently has such 
agreements with the Edgar, 
Clark and Coles County sheriff 
departments.

In other police matters, 
Goodwin reported the depart-

ment issued six citations, seven 
written warnings and 15 verbal 
warnings. It resolved one com-
plaint and assisted the Edgar 
County Sheriff Department 
four times and assisted the 
Coles County Sheriff once. He 
also noted the department’s 
Dodge Durango SUV was re-
paired by replacing a right front 
spindle support. 

The police department’s 
2006 auxiliary car needs re-
placed said Goodwin. When 
the village purchased the used 
vehicle it had 35,000 miles and 
now it has 153,450 miles. The 
department averages more 
than 740 miles a month on the 
automobile that is aging and it 
costs a substantial amount of 
money every time it is repaired, 
explained Goodwin. The 
board tabled the matter but di-
rected the chief to get estimates 
in the $15,000-$20,000 price 
range for a used SUV with the 
police package and will revisit 
the matter at the December 
meeting. Discussion indicat-
ed support for making such a 
purchase through the general 
fund.

Water superintendent An-
drew Henn reported the wa-
ter department purchased 
a DR 900 Colorimeter for 
approximately $1,400 be-
cause the original colorimeter 

Kansas, Brocton PD have 
a mutual aid agreement

from 1993 isn’t operating 
correctly and parts are no 
longer available for the ob-
solete device. The water de-
partment uses the colorim-
eter for conducting tests to 
measure the chemical levels 
in drinking water.  

Henn submitted his offi-
cial letter of resignation. Af-
ter working for Kansas for 
nearly 18 years, his last day 
is Nov. 29. 

“Thank you for the tire-
less job and your extreme 
dedication,” said village 
president Ross Carrell after 
reading Henn's resignation 
letter.

Henn has been training 
Kansas resident Dan Shick, 
the lab director at Charles-
ton Water Services, to take 
over the village’s water su-
pervisor position. 

The board approved a 
motion for a resolution to 
liquidate surplus property. A 
public meeting is 7 p.m. Dec. 
4, one half-hour prior to the 
regular meeting regarding 
vacating the alley between 
Kansas residence Mike Le-
roy’s two properties and the 
south half of a railway right-
of-way. The legal descrip-
tion and formal notice is to 
be published in The Prairie 
Press.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Camp Bridge in Grand-
view Township will be re-
placed in 2024.

Edgar County Highway 
Engineer Aaron Lawson con-
firmed at the Monday, Nov. 4, 
road and bridge meeting with 
the Edgar County Board, the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) selected 
replacing Camp Bridge for use 
of federal funds.

“That is a big deal,” said Law-
son.

He said the county had al-
ready spent about $25,000 on 
the project to position itself 
for the selection process and 
another expense of not more 
than $40,000 is needed for an 
outside engineering firm to be-
gin a four-year design project. 

“They will make sure we 
have a big enough ask,” said 
Lawson.

The bridge, which is now 
in the federal transportation 
2024 allotment, will be ap-
proximately a $1 million proj-
ect. Lawson estimated the lo-
cal cost share at $200,000.

Seeking outside funding for 
replacing the Camp Bridge has 
been an ongoing effort for a 
few years. 

“When you walk under that 

bridge you can see it needs 
replaced,” said board member 
John Chittick.

The bridge is on coun-
ty highway 16, just south of 
400th Road, and approximate-
ly four miles southeast of the 
Village of Grandview. It was 
built in 1941 and is described 
as a single-span, cast in place 
concrete slab over steel beams.

Securing funds for Camp 
Bridge comes as a major bridge 
building project in Elbridge 
Township is drawing to a con-
clusion.

Lawson expressed satisfac-
tion with progress on Staley 
Bridge over Sugar Creek. He 
said the steel beams are in 
place and the contractor be-
lieves the bridge will be open 
for use before the year is over.

Staley Bridge is replacing a 
low water concrete slab cross-
ing of Sugar Creek that some-
times compelled drivers to 
traverse flowing water to cross 
from one side to the other. 
Rushing water swept a Jeep off 
the Staley Slab in June 2018 
and fortunately no lives were 
lost. That was not the case in 
June 2015 when a Terre Haute, 
Ind., man drowned while at-
tempting to rescue a child 
swept from the slab during a 
family swimming party.

The Camp Bridge is not the 
only part of the infrastructure 
on the highway department’s 
radar. Lawson said highway 
department employees are 
looking at approximately a 
half-dozen bridges and mak-
ing safety changes to Sulphur 

Grandview getting new bridge
Springs Road is another 
goal, if outside money be-
comes available.

According to Lawson, 
there is still talk the legisla-
ture plans to increase money 
for the needy township and 
consolidated county funds 
administered by IDOT, but 
that has not yet happened. 
There is also talk of a series 
of bond sales to make more 
money available for infra-
structure improvements.

“I would like to use any 
new money from the state 
to leverage for more funds,” 
said Lawson.

Another project in the 
works is doing jurisdic-
tional transfers with Edgar, 
Ross, Young America, Prai-
rie and Brouilletts Creek 
townships. This plan has 
the townships assuming 
ownership of low-volume 
county roads.

“We have on our system 
roads that have 100 cars, or 
less,” said Lawson, noting 
how traffic patterns have 
changed since the county 
highway system was laid 
out in the early 20th cen-
tury.

The advantage to the ju-
risdictional transfers is it 
can generate an additional 
$115,000 of Motor Fuel 
Tax (MFT) for local road 
maintenance. The county’s 
MFT allotment is based on 
the number of license tags 
in the county, but town-
ships are paid by the actual 
number of road miles.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This is a familiar scene all over Illinois as trucks line up to haul 
grain from the field to an elevator. The difference is this is a 
volunteer effort. Several friends and neighbors got together 
to help the Roger Reed with harvest because a family illness 
prevented him from getting into the fields.

WALMART DONATES TO MARSHALL LIBRARY

Special to The Prairie Press

Wal-Mart recently donated $750 to help the Marshall Public Library’s early learning programs in-
cluding Toddler Time, Little Book Beginners, I Can Read and STREAM. Left, library director Alyson 
Thompson accepts the check from Wal-Mart store manager Nicole Cusick. 

Deal ensures officers 
can back each other 
up at no extra cost

Dashing Through 
the Lights will invite 
people to wander in 
Paris’ wonderland
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C-wood 
rolls on
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Crestwood girls 
basketball teams swept its 
opponents this past week, 
defeating Cumberland and 
Villa Grove. 

The seventh grade team 
is now 15-0 on the season 
while the eighth grade 
team is 11-4. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 38
CUMBERLAND  5 

The Crestwood seventh 
grade team clobbered  
Cumberland 38-5. 

Taylor Clark led the 
team with 12 points, also 
managing two steals and 
a rebound. Graci Watson 
had seven points, seven re-
bounds, five assists and five 
steals. Samantha Kindred 
had six points, three re-
bounds, three steals and an 
assist. Kilee Edwards had 
four points, two steals, one 
rebound and one assist. 
Mazie Mae Hawkins had 
three points, five rebounds 
and a steal. Bella Mores-
chi has two points, four 
rebounds, two assists and 
three steals. Sophie Hen-
derson had two points, 
three rebounds and one 
steal. Myah Bartos had one 
assist. Reese Lehman had 
two points. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 35 
CUMBERLAND  23 

The Crestwood eighth 
grade team won against 
Cumberland 35-23. 

The team was led by 
Gracie Dyer with 10 points 
and one steal. Graci Wat-
son had eight points, four 
rebounds and two steals. 
Mazie Mae Hawkins had 
four points and two steals. 
Vivian Moore had five 
points, six rebounds, three 
assists and two steals. Tay-
lor Clark had two points, 
one rebound, one assist 
and two steals. Aubree 
Leader had two points, 
three rebounds and one as-
sist. Jami Wallace had two 
points and two rebounds. 
Cate Kirby had two points, 
two rebounds, one assist 
and one steal. Samantha 
Kindred had one rebound 
and one steal. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 40
VILLA GROVE 13 

The Crestwood seventh 
grade team got out to a 
quick start, ultimately de-
feating Villa Grove 40-13. 

Taylor Clark led the 
team in scoring with 17 
points while also grabbing 
three rebounds, three as-
sists and three steals. Gra-
ci Watson had 11 points, 
two rebounds, four assists 
and one steal. Bella More-
schi had four points, four 
rebounds and one steal. 
Myah Bartos has one re-
bound and three steals. 
Kilee Edwards had three 
points, one rebound and 
one steal. Kylee Kleptz 
had one point and two re-
bounds. Hailey Yantis had 
one rebound. Reese Leh-
man had three rebounds. 
Lottie Volstroff had one 
point, two rebounds and 
two steals. Samantha Kin-
dred had two rebounds 
and two assists. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins had one assist 
and two steals. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 37
 VILLA GROVE 9 

The Crestwood eighth 
grade team utilized a strong 
defense to hold Villa Grove 

See LADY EAGLES, Page 10A

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

Arcola ends TCT season
Purple Riders put up 42 first half points as the Titans fall in opeming round of playoffs
BY TIM HENDERSHOT 
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ARCOLA — The 
Tri-County Titans faced the 
Arcola Purple Riders for the 
second time this season —
with the same result —  fall-
ing in the first round of the 
IHSA Class 1A playoffs 42-19 
Saturday, Nov. 2. 

The Titans finished the 
regular season on a 5-2 run 
before falling to Arcola. The 
Titans finish the 2019 season 
at 5-5 overall and 5-2 in the 
Lincoln Prairie Conference 
finishing league play in third 
place in its first season.

The Purple Riders drove 
the ball deep into Titan ter-
ritory on the opening drive 
before the Titan defense 
stopped the threat with a 
fourth-down sack. 

Tri-County went three-
and-out on its first drive. 

Arcola made the most of its 
second possession as Austin 
Hopkins put the first points 
of the game on the board at 
the 3:08 mark with a five-yard 
touchdown run.  

After another punt by the 
Titans the Riders struck again 
on a short field with 11.2 sec-
onds left in the first quarter as 
Hopkins ran the ball in from 
eight yards out for a 14-0 ad-
vantage. 

The tone of the game 
changed early in the second 
quarter on a second down 
play for Tri-County. Arcola 
got huge pressure on Titan 
quarterback Mitch Pollock, 
knocking the ball loose. Beau 
Smothers picked up the fum-
ble from the five yard line and 
trotted in for a touchdown 
with 11:52 left for a 21-0 lead. 

The Arcola kickoff team 
recovered a Titans fumble on 

the kickoff. With 10:28 left, 
Hopkins hadhis name called 
again, this time from 15 yards 
out, for his third touchdown 
run for a 28-0 lead.  

After another Titans punt, 
the running game for Arcola 
kept its train rolling as Hop-
kins broke tacklers once again 
to go 35 yards for his fourth 
touchdown of the first half 
at the 6:50 mark. Arcola  led 
35-0. 

The passing game then 
went to work for Arcola with 
5:40 left in the half as Beau 
Jones hit Diego Perez for a 27-
yard touchdown pass to take a 
42-0 advantage into halftime. 
A Titan drive before the half 
ended as Pollock was inter-
cepted at the three-yard line. 

The Titans managed to get 
on the board at the 7:56 mark 
of the third quarter after a 
five-yard touchdown run by 

Lane Bisby to cut the lead to 
42-6. 

After an Arcola fumble on 
the kickoff, Tri-County capi-
talized as Drew Bevill found a 
hole for a 28-yard touchdown 
run with 7:10 left in the game. 

Tri-County scored on its 
next possession as well, with 
Drake scampering five yards 
to cut the deficit to 42-19 after 
three quarters. 

Arcola held off the Titans 
in the fourth quarter, winning 
the contest 42-19. 

Tri-County Coach Brian 
Anderson reflected on what 
the season meant to his ath-
letes. 

“I am extremely proud,” 
Anderson said. “I know that 
we finished 5-5, but it’s in a 
very good league. This group 
kind of gave us a heck of a ride 
and you think of some of the 
games, Cumberland, Argen-

ta and then those two games 
at the end, Sangamon Valley 
and Cerro Gordo. Those are 
memories, the Cerro Gor-
do night and the next night 
when they saw their name on 
TV. Those are memories that 
will not go away.”

The Titans managed only 
153 yards of total offense with 
Daniel Drake leading the way 
with 11 carries for 91 yards 
and a touchdown.  Lane Bis-
by had 10 carries for 41 yards 
and a score. Drew Bevill had 
two carries for 19 yards and 
a touchdown and one recep-
tion for 19 yards.  Mitch Pol-
lock was 1 of 6 passing for 
19 yards and an interception. 
Brandon Royer and Tim Kes-
ke each recorded a sack. Ken-
zal Lloyd and Cody Weber 
had four solo tackles each.

“Arcola’s a dang good foot-
ball team,” Anderson said. 

TCT 
falls in 
sectional

HAULING IN A BIG RECEPTION

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger junior Mason Hutchings (3) made the most spectacular catch of the season in the Saturday, Nov. 2, playoff game 
against Kankakee Bishop McNamara. Hutchings skyed above the defenders and hauled down quarterback Danny Perry’s pass 
near the goal line to the delight of Paris fans. Paris fell to the Fightin’ Irish 34-14.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

WINDSOR — The 
Tri-County volleyball team 
saw its fairytale season 
come to a dramatic end in a 
22-25, 25-23 and 25-16 loss 
to Altamont in the Windsor 
Sectional semi-final. 

The first set went back 
and forth until the Lady 
Indians took advantage of 
some rare serving mistakes 
by the Lady Titans to take a 
13-11 lead. 

Tri-County came back 
with a 6-3 run of its own 
to go back up 17-16 before 
Altamont tied the set at 19-
19.  The Lady Titans relied 
on Kaylenn Hunt’s pres-
ence at the net — plus some 
passing mistakes by the In-
dians — to go on a 6-3 run 
to win the set 25-22. 

The Lady Titans came 
out strong in the second set 
as Cailynne Phillips kept 
the Lady Indians on their 
toes to help Tri-County out 
to a quick 3-0 lead. 

Altamont used a 5-1 run 
of its own to regain the lead 
at 5-4.  Tri-County respond-
ed with a 4-0 run to reclaim 
the lead, ultimately taking a 
22-19 advantage. However, 
the Lady Indians finished the 
set on a 6-1 run to win 25-23. 

The opening points of the 
final frame didn’t phase the 
Lady Titans ran out to an 
8-4 lead.  A strong Altamont 
presence at the net began to 
wear down the frontcourt of 
the Titans, eventually piec-
ing together a 5-1 run to tie 
the set at 9-9. Altamont con-
tinued to push Tri-County 
behind a 9-6 run for an 18-
15 advantage.

Altamont finished the 
comeback with a 6-1 run to 
win the set 25-16 and com-
plete the win to advance to 
the sectional title match.

Hunt finished with 15 
kills and four blocks for the 
Titans. Phillips had seven 
kills, two blocks, and three 
digs. Meila Eskew chipped 
in 21 assists and three 
kills. Chelli Hall had four 
digs.  Madison Shirley had 
three digs in the loss.

The Titans finish the 
2019 season at 22-9 overall 
and 9-2 in the Lincoln Prai-
rie Conference.

Tigers fall to McNamara
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

If there ever was an instance where 
the final score does not tell the whole 
story, that definitely applied Saturday 
afternoon, Nov. 2, in the first round of 
the IHSA Class 4A playoffs

The scoreboard does give away the 
ending of the story, and unfortunately, 
the Paris Tigers lost a hard-fought bat-
tle with Kankakee Bishop McNamara 
by the score of 34-14 at Tiger Stadium.

Let’s dig a little deeper into how 
things unfolded at Tiger Stadium just 
seven days ago. 

Although the Tigers were the high-
er seed — fifth overall in the south-
ern region — many fans felt like they 
were the underdogs going up against 
the runner-up from last season. Just as 
there is annually a 12-seed that beats 
a five-seed in the NCAA Men’s bas-
ketball tournament, that was the case 
here.

Paris won the opening toss on a 
cool, but rather windy afternoon and 
elected to defer possession until the 
second half.

 It quickly became apparent what 
the visiting team intended to do to the 
Tiger defense all afternoon — use the 
size of their offensive line and the pow-
er and elusiveness of their backfield to 
run the football. 

On their fifth play from scrimmage, 
the Fightin’ Irish faced a fourth-and-2 

at the Tiger 42-yard line. Senior tail-
back Owen Jackson appeared to be 
stopped behind the line of scrimmage 
by the Tiger defense. Jackson used his 
power to break not one, not two, but 
three would-be tacklers and raced to 
the end zone for the first score of the 
game. With 9:30 left in the opening 
period, Claudia Dolliger tacked on the 
extra point to give Bishop Mac a 7-0 
lead.

On their first possession of the 
game, the Tiger offense could not gain 

a single yard and was forced to punt.
The Irish attempted their first pass-

ing play of the game and probably 
wished they hadn’t. Senior cornerback 
Chase Hays was the right guy in the 
right spot and intercepted the Tyler 
Hiller pass at the McNamara 43-yard 
line. Once again, the Tiger offense 
sputtered — in fact lost five yards —  
and were once again forced to punt.

For the second consecutive pos-
session, the Irish turned the ball over. 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Tiger Mason Hutchings (3) avoid a tackle as offensive lineman Jackson Boatman 
(68) provides running room in Saturday’s Class 4-A football playoff game at Tiger 
Stadium. Paris fell to Kankakee Bishop McNamara 34-14.

See TIGERS, Page 10A
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They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent 
to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid 
with other o� ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & 
Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy 

or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.877.597.7536 | OmahaSteaks.com/cook50

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VZM

Highly Productive Soils • Lease Open for 2020

WEDS., DECEMBER 4th  10AM

FARMLAND AUCTION

MWAAuctions.com
Call (217) 398-6400

Douglas County, IL • 10 Mi East of Arcola

196± ACRES
OFFERED IN 2 TRACTS

Auction Location: Best Western Plus 
917 Green Mill Road, Arcola, IL 61910

Located in Section 16 of Sargent Township (T.14N R.10E)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded Tenderloin   $3.25
Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving 
Homemade 
Soups -
Chili and 

Vegetable Beef

Cod Fish Sandwich, Fries & Drink
$6.75

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Grove to nine points en route 
to a 37-9 victory. 

Gracie Dyer had a team-high 
19 points to go along with four 
steals, one rebound and one 
assist. Taylor Clark had seven 

points, one rebound and one 
steal. Aubree Leader had three 
points, three rebounds and one 
steal. Vivian Moore had two 
points, seven rebounds, one as-
sist and one steal. Jami Wallace 
had two points, seven rebounds 
one assist and one steal. Graci 
Watson had two points, one 

rebound, two assists and two 
steal. Samantha Kindred had 
one rebound. Mazie Mae Haw-
kins had four rebounds and one 
steal. Bella Moreschi had two 
points and two rebounds. 

Crestwood hosts Mayo for 
the annual PINK game at 10 
a.m. today at PHS. 

LADY EAGLES
FROM PAGE 9A

This time it was the other 
member of the McNamara 
backfield putting the ball on 
the ground as Manny Harris 
fumbled at his own 31-yard 
line. Coy Landrum recovered 
the football and the Tigers 
were in business.

With excellent field posi-
tion for the second time in 
the game, the Tiger offense 
sputtered once again. Facing 
a fourth-and-4 at the Irish 27-
yard line, quarterback Danny 
Perry’s pass missed the mark 
and the Tigers turned the ball 
over on downs. A pair of runs 
by Jackson accounted for 32 
yards for Bishop Mac, then 
fullback Caleb Smith raced 
around the right end and 
outraced the Tiger defense 
for a 41-yard touchdown 
run. Dolliger added the extra 
point and the Tigers trailed 
14-0 with 2:11 left in the first 
quarter. 

On their fourth possession 
of the game, the Tigers finally 
gained their first, first-down 
of the contest. Three runs 
by Landrum and a pair from 
Perry advanced the ball to the 
Paris 40-yard line. On third-
and-6, Perry heaved a pass to 

the left hash mark and Mason 
Hutchings made an incredi-
ble one-handed grab for a 29-
yard gain. Bishop Mac was pe-
nalized an additional 15-yards 
for a face mask giving Paris 
the ball at the Irish 15. A 
holding call against the Tigers 
pushed the ball back, but the 
Irish returned the favor with a 
pass interference call to move 
the ball inside the 10-yard 
line. A scrappy run by Hutch-
ings fell just shy of the goal 
line, but Landrum finished off 
the drive with a 1-yard plunge 
for the score. Ethan Graham 
tacked on the extra point and 
the lead was cut in half, 14-7.

For the third time in their 
last four possessions, the Irish 
handed the ball back to the Ti-
gers on their side of the field. 
Jackson fumbled once again 
and Chase Hays was there for 
the recovery at midfield. Paris 
advanced the ball inside the 
Bishop McNamara 10-yard 
line but could not convert 
on fourth-and-3 and once 
again turned the ball over on 
downs. This marked the third 
straight time that the Tigers 
were unable to take advantage 
of their opponents’ turnovers.

On their first possession of 
the second half, the Tigers’ of-
fense could not get things go-
ing once again and, after pick-
ing up an initial first down, 
Paris was forced to punt. The 
Tiger defense stiffened and 
forced the Irish into their 
second punting situation of 
the day. After faking a punt to 
pick up a first down in the first 
half, McNamara did indeed 
boot the ball to the Tigers. 
Forced into a three-and-out 
for the fourth time on the day, 
Sam Mays booted the ball 
53-yards to pin the Irish at 
their own three with 5:10 left 
in the third period. 

The entire complexion 

of the game changed on the 
third play from scrimmage for 
Bishop Mac. Quarterback Ty-
ler Hiller threw a pass intend-
ed for Max O’Connor, but he 
slipped and Tiger cornerback 
Garrett King was there for 
the interception. With noth-
ing between him and the 
goal line, King raced into the 
end zone for the score. Gra-
ham booted the extra point 
through the uprights to tie the 
score at 14-all with 4:19 left in 
the third.

From this point in the game 
until the end, Bishop Mc-
Namara abandoned their run-
heavy offense and resorted to 
the passing game. Five of the 
Irish’s next eight plays were 
through the air with one of 
those runs being an 11-yard-
er by Jackson for his second 
score of the game. Dolliger 
once again converted the ex-
tra-point to give the Irish the 
lead for good with 0:17 left in 
the third quarter. Paris would 
gain just 46-yards in their fi-
nal three possessions of the 
contest with Jackson adding 
another score, and Manny 
Harris scoring as well.

The Tiger defense gave up 
the most yards from scrim-
mage to any opponent in 
the game, with Bishop Mac 
amassing 393 yards of total 
offense. Of those yards, 309 
came on the ground. Even 
though they turned the ball 
over four times in the game, 
their defense allowed the Ti-
gers to score just one time 
off of them; the interception 
return by King in the third pe-
riod. The Irish were flagged 12 
times for a total of 135 yards 
in the game.

Along with giving up the 
most yards in any game this 
season, the Tiger offense was 
held to their lowest output 
as well. Paris gained just 171 

yards of total offense, with 
just 75 rushing yards on 41 
attempts. Landrum carried 
the ball 12 times for just 31 
yards, but he did manage to 
score one time. The senior 
tailback finished his final 
campaign with 990 yards on 
the season. Perry had 14 car-
ries in the game for 28 yards. 
Hutchings was part of a wild-
cat package installed by coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder, and he 
carried the ball nine times for 
22 yards. Nathan Zorn hauled 
the ball five times for -3 yards, 
and King was brought down 
for a three-yard loss on his 
only rushing attempt. Hutch-
ings hauled in a pair of passes 
for 60-yards, King caught a 
pair for 31 more, and Mays 
grabbed two passes for just 
five yards. Perry finished 
5-for-13 on the day with 
96-yards and an interception. 
Hutchings also completed his 
only pass attempt for no gain.

“I was proud of our kids 
there in the third quarter 
when we tied things up”, said 
Clodfelder. “This time of year 
is about momentum and I 
thought our guys grabbed 
it with that pick-6 by Gar-
rett(King). We didn’t capital-
ize on a couple of mistakes 
when we could have, and they 
did.” The fourth-year coach 
went on to add, “Our kids bat-
tled them...they didn’t flinch. 
We went toe-to-toe with them 
and tied the thing up halfway 
through the third quarter. At 
the end of the day, I’m proud 
of this group and the way we 
played today.”

The Tigers finish with an 
8-2 record this season and 
their second consecutive Lit-
tle Illini Conference title. This 
also marked the third straight 
playoff appearance and sec-
ond consecutive year hosting 
a playoff game.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

Lady Tigers earn LIC honors
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris volleyball team 
reached new heights through-
out the 2019 season and set 
multiple records along the 
way, including a program 
high 25-4 record. 

This past week, members 
of the Paris team were hon-
ored by the Little Illini Con-
ference with all-conference 
honors. 

The LIC All-Conference 
first team featured outside 
hitter Emma Pinkston and 
middle blocker Lizzie Rouse. 

Pinkston finished the 
season with a team-high 
267 kills 626 attempts for a 
.353 hitting percentage. She 
notched 43 aces, six blocks 
and a team-high 199 digs. 

Rouse was second on the 
team in kills with 194 on 427 
attempts for a .316 hitting 

percentage. She had 10 aces 
and a team-high 48 blocks. 

The LIC All-Conference 
second team featured setter 
Payton Block and libero Ka-
trina Strow. 

Block led the team in as-
sists with 581 through the 
season. She also had 120 digs, 
16 kills and 27 aces. 

Strow had 19 aces across 
the year to pair with 156 digs. 
She also had 16 assists and 

two kills. 
The LIC All-Conference 

Honorable Mention Team 
featured right-side hitter Sara 
Burger. 

Burger had 78 kills on 
293 attempts for a .092 hit-
ting percentage. Her biggest 
threat came from the service 
line where she led the team 
in aces with 49. Burger also 
had seven blocks and 106 
digs. 

9 Tigers earn LIC football honors
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

After putting a school-re-
cord eight players on the LIC 
all-conference team last season, 
the Paris Tiger football team 
outdid themselves this year.

A total of nine Tigers were 
recognized by the opposing 
coaches in the Little Illini 
Conference as the best in 
their league. Paris finished in 
a tie at the top of the stand-
ings with a 7-1 mark but did 
not place the most players on 
the all-conference teams. That 
honor belongs to Olney, who 
also finished with a 7-1 mark 
in the conference, but Paris 
was named the champion af-
ter defeating Olney in their 
head-to-head matchup.

Those players named to the 
offensive first team include 
Hudson Hollis as an offensive 
lineman, Sam Mays at wide 
receiver, Coy Landrum as a 
running back, and Nathan 
Zorn at linebacker. Second 
team honors went to Ethan 
Branch on the offensive line, 
Mason Hutchings at wide re-
ceiver, and Chase Hays and 
Garrett King at the defensive 
back position. Earning honor-
able mention honors was Lo-

gan Bartley. Of those earning 
honors, Branch, Hutchings, 
King, and Bartley will return 
next season. 

Hollis was the anchor on 
the offensive line that not 
only provided protection for 
the Tiger quarterbacks but 
also opened holes for the ball 
carriers. The Tigers ran for 
over 2300 yards on the season 
and averaged 237.6 yards per 
game. As an offensive unit, 
the Tigers averaged 30 points 
per game. Taking advantage 
of the holes opened up by 
Hollis and the offensive line 
was fellow first-teamer, Coy 
Landrum. All Landrum did 
was gain 990 yards on 135 
attempts and he also scored 
13 touchdowns. The senior 
tailback also caught six pass-
es for 69 yards. This is the 
second straight season that 
these two Tigers appeared 
on the all-conference team as 
both were named to the sec-
ond team last year. Another 
Tiger making his second ap-
pearance was wideout Sam 
Mays. The senior pass-catch-
er hauled in 18 receptions 
for 236 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns, carried the ball 
10 times for 67 yards, and 

also provided blocking on the 
edge for the Tiger running 
backs.

On the opposite side of the 
line of scrimmage, Nathan 
Zorn earned his second con-
secutive first-team honor at 
the linebacker position. Those 
fans who attended Tiger games 
this season no doubt heard 
the senior’s name called on 
numerous tackles throughout 
the year. He was also the third 
leading rusher for the Tigers 
gaining 398 yards on 66 carries 
and he scored eight times.

There were five first-time 
members from the Tiger 
chosen this season. Among 
those was senior defensive 
back, Chase Hays. Hays did 
not play last season as a ju-
nior but made the correct 
decision to put the pads on 
once again this Fall. He and 
junior cornerback Garrett 
King-who was also named 
to the second team- were 
responsible for seven inter-
ceptions this season, includ-
ing two that were returned 
for touchdowns. King also 
contributed offensively as 
he caught 13 passes for 264 
yards and a pair of scores. He 
also carried the ball four times 

for 75 yards and touchdown. 
Another first time member 
was junior wideout, Mason 
Hutchings. Besides the fact 
that he was called on to finish 
the final game of the season as 
the quarterback, Hutchings 
caught 28 passes for 416 yards 
and three scores. He also add-
ed 151 yards on the ground 
on 33 carries and scored once. 
As the quarterback, he com-
pleted five-of-6 passes for 
94 yards and a touchdown. 
None of these players’ num-
bers would have been possi-
ble without the outstanding 
play on the line by Ethan 
Branch. The junior was called 
on to play multiple positions 
up and down both lines this 
season, and he was rewarded 
with a second-team nod.

The lone sophomore on 
the squad for the Tigers was 
Logan Bartley, who earned 
an honorable mention nod. 
Bartley saved his best perfor-
mance of the season for the 
playoff game against Bishop 
McNamara as the offensive 
and defensive lineman held 
his own against an experi-
enced line, and opened holes 
and provided protection on 
offense. 

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNT
MEMBER FDIC

$2 monthly service charge if the average daily balance drops below $1,000. 
This service charge is waived for the first 12 months of the account.
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Free Online Banking & Debit Card
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Closing Out Retirement Auction

Sims Contracting
Monday, November 11th 10:00 AM

2 ½  Miles East of Charleston, IL off RT 16 on Harrison Street Road
CAT 320 BL Excavator - - CAT 304D Mini Excavator - - CAT 277B Skid Load-

er - - JD 310 SG Backhoe - - Vermeer 16x20 Boring Machine - - Vermeer 
VRT 650 Trencher - - Vermeer T600c Trencher - - Liebherr Dozer - - Galion 
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Lasers - - Trench Boxes - -  Tools - - Tanks - - Metal - - Pipe - - Material

Live Auction w/ Online Bidding 
Photos, Catalog, & Bidding at www.bauerauction.com

Sims Contracting 48 years in Business
Hal Sims, Age 74 (217) 962-1601

Bauer Auction Service, LLC
(217) 259-5956

Hank Bauer (217) 259-5956, Lic.# #440000242

Don Bauer (217) 259-5093, Lic.# 440000178

Hank Bauer
(217) 259-5956

Lic.#440000242

Tigers grab LIC title, playoff three-peat
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

When Paris Tiger football 
fans, players, and coaches look 
back on the 2019 season, a 
myriad of memories will likely 
flood their minds.

For those players who were 
fortunate enough to be a part 
of the record-setting season 
the previous year, the oppor-
tunity was in front of them 
to make their own history. 
Those returning players — 
along with some new faces- 
can mark that item off of their 
checklists. 

Back-to-back Little Illini 
Conference champions has a 
nice ring to it — and the 2019 
version of the Tigers accom-
plished that feat as well.

Hosting a home playoff 
game for the second straight 
season is something that few 
teams in the state can lay 
claim. The 2019 Tigers are 
one of those teams able to do 
so. Having the team that lost 
in the IHSA Class 4A state ti-
tle game the previous season 
come to Tiger Stadium on the 
first Saturday in November is 
another achievement. 

Going 17-1 over the last 
two regular seasons with the 
lone loss in the final minute of 
the game is yet another notch 
in the Tiger belts.

There are so many hidden 
or behind-the-scenes stories 
from the 2019 campaign that 
there is not enough room in 
this paper to share them all.

How about turning the 
reigns over in week four of 
the season to a backup quar-
terback who had yet to take a 
snap at the varsity level? 

No problem. 
All junior quarterback 

Danny Perry did was lead the 
Tigers to six straight wins to 
close out the regular season. 

What about losing your 
starting cornerback/wide re-
ceiver to a broken leg just a 
week later in practice? That 
unfortunate occurrence hap-
pened to senior Carter Hays.

Here’s another one for you. 
With every high school 

football team in the state of 
Illinois — with the exception 
of three — already scheduled 
to face an opponent in week 
five, PHS athletic director 
Creighton Tarr scrambled to 
find an opponent. Much to 
the chagrin of Tiger fans, that 
opponent happened to be lo-
cated in Macomb — nearly 
four hours away from Paris. 

What was lost in the frustra-
tion was the fact that many of 
the Tiger players got the op-
portunity to travel on a char-
ter bus for the first time, do 
a walk-through on a college 
football field and spend the 
night with their teammates in 
a hotel. 

In spite of all of that adver-
sity, the Tigers dominated the 
early Saturday morning con-
test and brought back mem-
ories that will last a lifetime. 
Many of those close to the 
program felt like that trip was 
a turning point in the season.

Since his arrival four sea-
sons ago, Tiger Coach Jeremy 
Clodfelder has completely 
flipped this town’s attitude, 
enthusiasm and love of the 
game of football. There are 
still pockets of die-hard foot-
ball fans who cheered on from 
afar during the lean years, 
but once Clodfelder turned 

a perennial losing program 
around, the rest of the com-
munity came along. 

It is hard for a player in the 
Tiger organization to go out 
in public without being ap-
proached by a citizen wanting 
to give them praise for making 
Friday nights special again.

When a coach is as com-
pletely engaged in his play-
ers and a program as Coach 
Clodis, it’s hard not to want 
to be a part of that culture. 
Those who know Clodfelder 
will tell you that the man eats, 
sleeps and drinks the game 
of football. If you are around 
him for just five minutes, you 
feel compelled to put on the 
shoulder pads and proceed 
to run through a brick wall 
for the man. Ask anyone who 
has worn the orange and black 
uniform and they will tell you 
the exact same thing.

Tiger fans were uncertain 
what to expect from this year’s 
rendition of their team when 
the season started in August. 
After all, losing nine seniors 
and four all-conference selec-
tions from the udefeated sea-
son would have even the most 
rabid Tiger fan wondering. 

In the home opener against 
Newton, the Tigers scored 
13 points in the first quarter 
and fans were set for what ap-
peared to be another high-oc-
tane offensive season. The 
Tigers did not score again in 
the game but held on for the 
13-12 victory.

Things were a little different 
in week two as the Tigers man-
handled the Casey Warriors to 
the tune of 45-14. Surely the 
Tiger faithful were starting to 
believe that their team picked 
up right where they left off in 
2018. 

What happened in week 
three is something that Paris 
fans, players, and coaches are 
still trying to figure out. 

On a hot Saturday after-
noon in Lawrenceville, the 
Tigers seemed to relax after 
building a lead. The problem 
is that on any given day, any 
team has the capability of 
beating any other team. 

Riding a three-touchdown 
performance by senior tail-
back Nathan Zorn, the Tigers 
appeared to have this road 
game well in hand leading 
20-6 with just 6:25 showing 
on the clock. 

Just a couple blinks of the 
eyes later, the Indians scored a 
pair of touchdowns and were 
successful on both two-point 

conversions to snatch victory 
away from the Tigers and end 
their 12-game LIC winning 
streak.

Week four signaled a return 
to Tiger Stadium and the Red 
Hill Salukis didn’t know what 
hit them. The Tigers took 
out the frustration of letting 
a game slip from them the 
previous week on the visitors. 
Paris actually trailed early in 
the third period but scored the 
final 21 points of the game to 
finish with a 51-30 win. 

A trip to Macomb was next 
up on the schedule as the Ti-
gers looked to spoil yet anoth-
er homecoming. 

Just under two minutes into 
the Friday night affair, Mother 
Nature decided that she just 
wasn’t into watching football that 
evening. With no break in the 
weather in sight, school officials 
decided to postpone the game 
until Saturday morning at 9 a.m. 

As many can attest, waking 
a teenager up early on a week-
end morning is about as much 
fun as getting a root canal. The 
belief is Coach Clodfelder 
and the rest of his staff retired 
to the hotel room that Friday 
night and continued to do a 
rain dance. Their prayers may 
have been answered as the 
rain continued and was hard 
enough to knock out satellite 
service to every hotel room 
by 9:30. With nothing else to 
do, the players hit the sack. 
With nary a complaint from 
any player, they all woke up at 
6 a.m. and ate a healthy break-
fast provided by the hotel and 
the generosity of some of the 
parents who made the trip. 
They arrived at the field a little 
after 7 a.m. and took care of 
business to the tune of 28-18.

Next up was a date with the 
Marshall Lions, or as Clod-
felder likes to refer to them, 
“The Team Down South”. This 
is a game that the players and 
coaching staff look forward to 
each season. If you were wear-
ing orange or black on this 
night, you went home a happy 
camper as the Tigers shutout 
the Lions 34-0 in front of the 
largest crowd of the season.

The week seven matchup 
on the road to Olney deter-
mined the LIC title. To make 
things even more interesting, 
Olney celebrated their home-
coming that weekend. 

For those who are keeping 
track at home, the Paris Tigers 
spoiled their sixth consecutive 
homecoming that night in a 
downpour. 

The score was knotted up at 
14 at halftime and remained 
that way until the final sec-
onds. 

With just four ticks left on the 
clock, Ethan Graham was called 
on to attempt the go-ahead field 
goal from 25-yards away. 

Keep in mind even the most 
ardent Tiger fan would have a 
hard time coming up with the 
last time their team attempt-
ed a field goal — let alone a 
potential game-winner. With 
puddles of water gathering all 
over the playing surface, Gra-
ham split the uprights for the 
17-14 victory.

A trip to Robinson was up 
next as the Tigers squared off 
against the Maroons who are 
coached by former PHS stu-
dent and coach Casey Pinnell. 

For those who remember 
what happened at Lawrencev-
ille, this game seemed eerily 
similar. Paris led 28-6 at half-
time and would not score an-
other point in the game. 

Robinson scored a pair of 
touchdowns in a 1:36 time 
span in the third quarter to 

draw within a score and a two-
point conversion. With just 
over four minutes remaining 
in the game, the Maroons 
struck paydirt to draw within 
two. The Tiger defense stiff-
ened on the attempt and the 
offense was able to chew the 
remaining 4:07 off the clock 
for the 28-26 victory.

The Flora Wolves were the 
only team left standing be-
tween the Tigers and the LIC 
championship. Paris left little 
doubt as to who the best team 
in the conference was as they 
throttled Flora by the score of 
53-14. This marked the first 
time all season that the run-
ning clock rule was in effect 
for the Tigers. 

The Tigers were involved in 
four games that were decided 
by three points or less and were 
victorious in three of those. On 
top of that, two of those three 
wins were on the road. 

As the season wore on, this 
edition of the Paris Tigers 
simply found ways to win. 
Much of their success can 
be attributed to the fans, the 

award-winning cheerleading 
squad and the “Best Band in 
the Land.” 

In the opening game of the 
season against Newton, the 
Eagles were attempting a two-
point conversion in the end 
zone directly in front of where 
the band sits. With the Tiger 
fans and the band at full throat, 
the Eagles committed an illegal 
shift thus ending any chance of 
tying the game. The Newton 
coach sent an email to Tarr the 
next day stating that it was the 
band that had caused his team 
to commit the penalty. He was 
not upset about it, but instead 
heaped praise on director Kev-
in Pruiett’s group.

As the returning Tiger team 
members embark on their off-
season, they will look to put 
their own stamp on the foot-
ball program. What that mark 
will be is anyone’s guess. 

One thing they will not have 
to worry about is the leader-
ship of the team, the support 
of the community, and the fact 
that they will be every oppo-
nent’s Super Bowl in 2020.

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger quarterback Danny Perry (12) juggles the ball during the Saturday, Nov. 2, IHSA playoff 
game against Kankakee Bishop McNamara at Tiger Stadium. Perry, a junior, stepped in as the 
starting quarterback for the Tigers early in the season was a leader on and off the field.

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris senior Coy Landrum (7) goes after a loose ball in Satur-
day’s football playoff game against Bishop McNamara while 
teammate Jude Sullivan prepares to assist.
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Wild seasons ends for Paris, Tri-County

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

Members of the Tri-County Titan football team celebrate a score 
— and a trip to the IHSA playoffs — against Cerro Gordo Bement 
Broncos. The playoff appearance was the first for TCT since the 
2014 season.

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

Tri-County sophomore running back Blake Devore looks for blocking as he sweeps around the end 
of the Sangamon Valley Storm defense earlier this season. The Titans started the season 0-2 but 
regrouped and ended the season 5-4 to earn a playoff spot.

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

Senior leadership for the Tri-County Titans was key to TCT’s run which qualified the team for the playoffs after starting the season 
0-2. The Titans drew a tough draw in the first round — the Arcola Purple Riders — and gave it their best effort. Seniors who played 
their final game are, from left, Brandon Royer, Filippo Bosio, Mitch Pollock, Kenzal Lloyd, Cody Weber, Lane Bisby and Drew Bevill. 
The Purple Riders defeated TCT 42-19 on Saturday, Nov. 2. 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

The Paris Tiger football team — led by their seniors and Coach Jeremy Clodfelder — run onto the field through the tiger tunnel for the IHSA Class 4A playoff game Saturday, Nov. 2, at Tiger Stadium 
at Paris High School. The seniors are the first players Clodfelder coached all four years and were eighth graders when the coach was hired to resurrect the Paris program. The team earned a final 
record of 10-2, losing to Kankakee McNamara in the playoff contest. 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Tiger Coy Landrum wraps up a Kankakee McNamara runner during the Saturday, Nov. 2, Class 4A 
playoff game at Tiger Stadium while teammates Mason Hutchings (3) and Mason Stuck (6) move 
in to assist. Paris fell to the Fightin’ Irish in the first round of the playoffs.

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris senior Coy Landrum takes advantage of a big hole pushed open by the Tiger offensive line 
to pick up good yardage in the Saturday, Nov. 2, playoff game at Tiger Stadium. Working their 
blocks are Conner Crunk (52) and Jude Sullivan (33).

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris quarterback Danny Perry (12) looks for a receiver downfield while his offensive linemen 
Logan Bartley (70) and Connor Crunk (52) block for him. The Tigers fell to Kankakee McNamara in 
the first round of the IHSA Class 4A playoffs 34-14.
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For those following a keto diet — or 
any diet, really — the holidays can be a 
stressful time. 

But turkey and green 
beans don't have to 
be the only thing on 
the plate. There are 
plenty of keto-friendly 
Thanksgiving recipes 
to add to the table, 
from bacon-wrapped 
carrots to great side 
dishes and desserts. 

I figure readers know 
how to make turkey 
low carb. Slap some 
butter on that bird, sprinkle it with 
herbs and toss it in the oven. If des-
perate for gravy, collect the pan juices, 
reduce them in a pan and add the thick-
ener of choice. The best is xanthan gum 
or glucomannan. Just a 1/2 teaspoon 
will do, and whisk it in quickly to keep 
it from gumming up. If still uncertain, 
check out the primer on low carb gravy 
by Laura Dolson. Or go hog wild and 
make the bacon gravy from Fluffy Chix 
Cook to go with the turkey. Bacon and 
turkey? A match made in heaven.

Sugar free cranberry sauce is ridic-
ulously easy to make low carb as well. 
Readers don’t need me for that. Just 
grab a bag of berries, put them in a pan 
with a cup of water and the low carb 
sweetener equivalent of a cup of sugar, 
bring to a boil and cook until most of 
the berries have popped — about 10 
minutes. 

One of my favorites around the 
holidays — and something easy to 
prepare if attending an open house or 
potluck — is baked spinach dip. Those 
following the keto diet, already know 
what’s coming — use cream cheese, 
mayo and sour cream.

When I lived in Savannah, our neigh-
borhood friends questioned why my 
dips were good. I confessed it is because 
I use the trifecta of cream cheese, mayo 
and sour cream. Mayo is essential to any 
delicious baked dip — it's super creamy, 
rich and fatty, with a silky texture. One 
doesn’t need much sour cream, but it 
adds a tang that is missed if skipped. 
Cream cheese is the cornerstone of any 
baked dip — use one block.

Bacon makes everything better — 

SURVIVING HOLIDAY DINNERS WITHOUT BREAKING DIETS

Special to the Prairie Press

Thanksgiving and Christmas are notoriously hard on dieters. Fortunately there are more diet-friendly recipes than ever before 
that are suitable for every eating regimen.

Keto Thanksgiving recipes

FIRST
LAST
NAME  
OF COLUMN

BACON CANNOLI

Ingredients
10 slices bacon 
2 c. heavy cream
1/3 c. powdered sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
pinch of nutmeg
1 c. ricotta
2 c. mini chocolate chips, divided

Preheat oven to 400 degrees and line a 
large rimmed baking sheet with foil.

Make a cylinder out of aluminum foil 
and wrap slices of bacon around it to cre-
ate your cannoli shells. Bake until bacon is 
crispy, 18 to 20 minutes. Remove from the 
oven and let cool slightly.

In a large bowl using a handheld mixer, 

beat together heavy cream, powdered 
sugar, cinnamon and nutmeg until stiff 
peaks form. Fold in ricotta and 1 cup choc-
olate chips. Transfer to a piping bag.

Pipe ricotta mixture into bacon and 
garnish with more chocolate chips. Serve.

CHEESY BACON SPINACH DIP

Ingredients
10 slices bacon
1 oz. (8-oz.) block cream cheese, softened
1/3 c. mayonnaise
1/3 c. sour cream
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. paprika
1 lb. frozen chopped spinach, thawed and 

squeezed of excess liquid
1 c. freshly grated Parmesan
1 c. shredded mozzarella, divided
1 baguette, sliced and toasted

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large 
nonstick skillet over medium heat, cook 
bacon until crispy, 8 minutes. Drain on a 
paper towel-lined plate, then chop. 

In a large bowl, stir together cream 
cheese, mayonnaise, sour cream, garlic 
powder, and paprika and season with salt 
and pepper. Fold in chopped spinach, ba-
con, Parmesan, and 3/4 cup of mozzarella.

Transfer dip to a baking dish and sprin-
kle with remaining 1/4 cup mozzarella. 
Bake until golden and bubbly, 25 to 30 
minutes.

Serve with crostini.

including baked spinach dip. The smoky 
bacon bits make baked spinach dip feel 
a little fancier. This dip has a lot going 
on with three different cheeses; no one 
will miss the bacon.

The cream cheese in this dip is 
non-negotiable, but also needed is some 
melty cheese that can bring the flavor. 
One can always turn to mozzarella for a 
dip because it's mild-tasting and super 
melty. Then choose another cheese 
that packs a little more punch — some 
sharpness or saltiness. Parmesan is best 
here, but white cheddar is what makes 
many baked dips shine.

Let’s get this out of the way: If going 
to a loved one’s house for Thanksgiving, 
a keto dierter is probably only able to 

eat the turkey. Many seemingly low-carb 
dishes like green bean casserole or gravy 
are made with flour, which adds too 
many carbs for the keto diet.

The answer is to bring your own side 
dish and/or dessert. One can make 
all the traditional dishes, but with 
keto-compliant ingredients. 

Here are a few general tips for mak-
ing Thanksgiving keto-friendly. Swap 
out mashed potatoes for mashed cau-
liflower. Don’t add any flour to thicken 
recipes like green bean casserole or 
creamed spinach and load up on the 
low-carb veggies like Brussels sprouts, 
spaghetti squash and mushrooms.

If one opts for an alcoholic drink, 
See ZEMAN Page 2B

Early November is a show-
case for the planet Mercury 
with the peak coming the 
morning of Nov. 11.

On Veterans Day, Mercury 
will cross the face of the sun 
as seen from Earth. While this 
happens on average about 
every seven years, it will not 
happen again until 2032. A 
transit is when there is a per-
fect alignment between two 
planets and the sun.

Mercury is close to the 
Earth but extremely hard to 
see because it is always sitting 
against the glare of the sun. It 
is never more than 43 million 
miles to the side of the sun 
but usually much closer. The 
brightest planet Venus is 67 
million miles out from the sun, 
which allows it to be lit like a 
stellar beacon in the sky. 

Mercury is too close to ever 
have a good viewing angle. It 
is small, dark, rocky and so 
close to the sun it is hidden 
in the sunrise or sunset glare. 
It has almost no atmosphere 
and does not reflect light well. 
Even though it’s close, it was 
one of the last planets recog-
nized by early astronomers. 

The first written records 
date to 3000 BC by the Sume-

rians. The planet is named 
for the god Mercury, the 
fleet-footed winged messen-
ger. Mercury is by far the fast-
est planet. It has to be in order 
to avoid being sucked in by the 
sun’s gravity. Mercury orbits at 
112,000 mph around the sun. 
This is nearly twice the Earth’s 
speed of 67,000 mph. 

Orbital velocity is the exact 
speed needed to balance 
centripetal force with gravity. 
Mercury’s orbit averages 36 
million miles from the sun 
compared to the Earth at 93 
million. The speed difference 
means Mercury orbits four 
times for every Earth orbit 
around the sun.

Mercury has a year lasting 
only 88 days and rotates on 
its axis every 59 days. The ro-
tation is locked into a ratio by 
the sun’s gravity of a 3:2 ratio 
where the planet rotates on 
it axis exactly three times for 
every two orbits around the 
sun. Working out the geome-
try, we find the day night cycle 
on Mercury being exactly two 
Mercury years. That’s 88 days 
of light followed by 88 days of 
darkness at each location. The 
day length and closeness to the 
sun give Mercury a daytime 

temperature of 800 Fahren-
heit and then plummeting to 
negative 280 degrees at night. 

A single spot 
will stay at 
800 degrees 
for one trip 
around the 
sun and then 
spend the 
next year at 
minus 280.

Mercury 
is made of 
all heavy 
elements and 

is the second densest planet 
after Earth. It’s only less dense 
because it has less gravity to 
compress it. Mercury has 
a molten core of iron and 
nickel making up a significant 
percentage of the entire planet. 
Earth’s core comprises 17 
percent of the volume, but 
on Mercury it constitutes 42 
percent. The outer mantel and 
crust make up a small part of 
the cross section.

Mercury was once bigger 
with more aluminum, oxygen 
and a thick crust but was 
devastated by an enormous 
asteroid early in its history 
blasting away most of the 
original outer crust. In the 

few photographs we have, the 
surface is extremely dark and 
cratered. The sun’s gravity 
sucks asteroids in and Mercu-
ry, being in the line of fire, is 
continually bombarded.

All of the detail data we have 
comes from the Mariner 10 
probe in 1974 and MESSEN-
GER in 2011. Mariner 10 was 
a low cost mission to explore 
Venus and Mercury, complet-
ed for $98 million, which is 
approximately $500 million in 
2019 dollars. MESSENGER is 
the only probe to orbit Mercu-
ry collecting data. The US has 
no other near term exploration 
planned. 

A joint mission by the 
Japan and European space 
agencies is on the way there 
now. Launched a year ago, 
it’s scheduled to enter orbit 
in 2025. This is an ambitious 
project carrying two orbiter 
probes in tandem, which will 
split before entering orbit. A 
mission to Mercury is complex 
because it means sending a 
probe directly toward the sun. 
It takes more thrust to reach 
Mercury than Pluto, because 
most of the trip is braking 
mode to slow down.

The equations for orbital 

trajectories were worked out 
by Isaac Newton, but are just 
extensions of the work done 
by Johannes Kepler combined 
with his gravity equation. 
Kepler was an assistant of 
Copernicus who proved that 
planets orbit around the sun 
and not the Earth. 

Astronomers of the time 
did not realize Mercury was a 
planet until it was fitted into 
the Copernican model. This 
was the late 1500s and just 
before Galileo’s first telescope. 
Kepler was a gifted mathema-
tician. He worked for years by 
hand to calculate planetary 
orbits. Copernicus believed 
orbits were perfect circles, but 
Kepler never got them to fit. 
He finally tried elliptical orbits 
instead and quickly matched 
observations. Kepler is the one 
who developed the laws of 
planetary motion. 

Kepler’s math proved 
Mercury has the orbit with the 
greatest eccentricity, meaning 
the most squashed circle. A 
perfect circle has an eccentric-
ity of zero. The bigger the ec-
centricity the more elongated 
is the orbit. Mercury swings 29 
to 43 million miles out from 
the sun for an e value of 0.21. 

The Earth is nearly a perfect 
circular orbit with e = 0.017. 

Kepler worked tirelessly to 
figure coming alignments. He 
found Mercury would cross di-
rectly between the sun and the 
Earth in 1631. This is called 
a transit. Even more exciting 
he found Venus and Mercury 
would both transit the sun 
within a month during 1631. 
Sadly Kepler passed away in 
1630 and did not live to see it.

We will have this opportu-
nity Nov. 11 when Mercury 
crosses between us and the 
sun. The alignment is the 
same as a solar eclipse except 
Mercury is so much farther 
away. It will not block the sun 
or even 1 percent of the sun. It 
will look like a tiny black speck 
moving across the face of the 
sun. 

Those who kept the eclipse 
viewing glasses from 2017 
have another chance to use 
them Monday morning. Never 
look at the sun without true 
protection. 

The event will start about 
6:30 a.m. local time and 
continue until noon. It will 
cross mid-sun about 9:20 a.m. 
The black spec is so small most 

Mercury steals the solar show in November

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Some events in my life I 
recall vividly as far back as 
age three.  

One 
that really 
stands out 
happened 
52 years 
ago in the 
New Hope 
General 
Baptist 
Church, 
Wayne 
County, 
Illinois. 

The Rev. Hillhouse was the 
minister.  Standing beside 
me was my bride, a beam-
ing, cute, petite blonde.

The preacher asked her 
point blank, “Will you be 
faithful and obedient to 
your husband?”  This was 
just before pronouncing us 
man and wife.

Her answer was “I do,” 
and when she vowed, her 
face glowed with a brilliant 
light, for she realized how 
fortunate she was to be 
marrying a young man with 
tremendous credentials. 
Many were the girls who 
would’ve been honored to 
be standing in her shoes.

Bless her heart, she was 
faithful and obedient. The 
faithful part still continues 
to this day, and will, I’m 
sure till death intervenes 
precisely as stated half a 
century ago. However, the 
word obedient took on a 
new meaning in 2006. It’s 
a sad story, which I shall 
reluctantly and tearfully 
relate.

I delivered firewood to 
customers for years, but 
there came a day that was 
different.  For some strange 
reason, while stacking wood 
on a neighbor’s porch, my 
legs turned to rubber. I 
wobbled and staggered like 
a sozzled drunk. Only by 
grabbing a pole did I pre-
vent myself from falling to 
the ground. This phenome-
non endured for 15 or more 
minutes.

I was a volunteer 
fireman/EMT at the time. 
My training told me I was 
displaying symptoms of a 
stroke or inner ear imbal-
ance. There was no pain or 
dizziness, so I didn’t believe 
it was a stroke.  

Two days later my wife 
noticed me slurring words. 
She promptly took me to 
the hospital where a CAT 
scan revealed a light stroke. 
Further exams revealed a 90 
percent clog in my right ca-
rotid artery, which required 
risky surgery.  

I was sidelined with 
home recovery for several 
weeks. During that time my 

My tragic 
change in 
marriage

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

“Can you imagine us 
years from today, sharing 
a park bench quietly? How 
terribly 
strange to 
be 70.”

— Si-
mon & 
Garfun-
kel, “Old Friends”

An awful mistake has 
been made. This month, I 
will turn 70 years old. This 
astonishes me. It can’t be 
true.

But it is. There’s mount-
ing evidence. I used to be 6 
feet tall. Now I’m 5-foot-11. 
My once-flat stomach has a 
weird soccer ball-like infla-
tion to it. A missed bottom 
step causes an ankle crack, 
not a mere sprain. Blood 
tests reveal more abnormals 
and highs. Health is the 
dominant topic of conver-
sation among friends: How 
many pills do you take? 
How’s your prostate? Did 
you get the shingles shot? 
So sad about so-and-so’s 
passing. We used to strive 
to make a living; the job 
now is to stay living.

Suddenly I’m a sentimen-
tal mess. Tears well up every 
time I hear Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’ “The Lark As-
cending” or watch “Cinema 
Paradiso.” Toward the end 
of “To Kill a Mockingbird,” 
when Atticus Finch says 
to his daughter, “Miss Jean 
Louise, Mr. Arthur Radley,” 
I lose it in sync with the 
rising violins. The same 
when Ray Kinsella asks his 
dad in “Field of Dreams” “to 
have a catch.” (I remember a 
film critic calling the movie 
“Field of Corn”; the man 
had no soul.) Science says 
aging causes hormonal 
changes that affect emo-
tions. I think it also brings a 
greater appreciation of the 
preciousness of life, its beau-
ty, its fragility, its wonder. 

Oh, and aren’t our grand-
kids the cutest things you’ve 
ever seen?

At this age, mortality is a 
part of everyday thoughts. 
Why are we here? What 
happens after death? Are 
we all just grains of sand in 
a universal desert? 

I envy people whose 
strong religious faith tells 
them that not only is there 
an afterlife but it will be 
glorious. I have my doubts. 
On the other hand, human 
beings must be more than 
random collisions of atoms, 
right? 

I tend to side with the 
existentialists who say that 

I’m turn-
ing 70 — 
how did I 
get so old?

HERB
CROMWELL
GUEST 
COLUMN

See CROMWELL, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B
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HolidayCRAFT FAIR
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Sat. November 23, 2019
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

528 N. Main St. – Paris, IL

 Tetrazzini  or Chicken Salad Lunch 
will be served 11:00am – 2:00pm
Thanksgiving Pies for Sale!

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 11/13 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 11/14:
Beef manhattan,
green beans &
garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Fri 11/15:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Lasagna,
garden salad
& garlic toast

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

John and JoAnn Travioli 
celebrated their 50th An-
niversary on Nov. 8 with 
a small family party in the 
home of their son, Mike Tra-
violi.

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, 
engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

The couple has three 
children, 10 grandchil-
dren, two great-grandsons 
and a great-granddaugh-
ter due at any time. She is 
retired from Paris Medi-
cal Center, and he retired 
from the Cereal Mill

In retirement, they en-
joy time with family and 
friends and seeing how 
many quilt and wood-
shops they can visit.

The family requests 
friends and former 
co-workers congratulate 
them with a card shower 
at 15063 N. Weaver Road, 
Marshall, Ill. 62441

Traviolis’ 50th anniversary

CODGER
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life’s meaning is what we make 
of it on Earth — but it would 
still be great if there’s a merciful 
God up there.

The sense that we’re all 
hanging on by a thread is 
magnified and personalized 
with age. What does that 
new pain or that latest act of 
forgetfulness mean? Are we 
overspending our savings? Is it 
time to look at senior housing? 
How will I cope if my wife goes 
before I do?

On top of anxiety is conflict. 
The knowledge that technolo-
gy saves time and effort com-
petes with routine and custom. 
(I use a smartphone, but it’s a 
Galaxy 5; and I still pay bills by 
check.) The relief of freedom 
of time and freedom from 
responsibility does battle with 
the urge to be productive. The 
body yields more clues about 
what’s good for you (kale) and 
bad (another bourbon on the 
rocks). But as Woody Allen 
said, “You can live to be a hun-
dred if you give up all things 
that make you want to live to 
be a hundred.”

The goal of a lot of boomers 
was to change the world or at 
least their part of it. For me as 
time went on, it was simply to 

CROMWELL
FROM PAGE 1B

family physician scheduled a 
conference for my wife and I.

He informed me that for the 
rest of my life I would drip tears 
whenever I felt sad.  Also when 
I felt happy. Nothing I could do 
to prevent it.  

“And you” he pointed to 
my wife, “you’re the boss now. 
You’re in charge.”

I understood the meaning of 
the statement to be temporary. 
For example, I couldn’t be 

trusted to drive a car for a few 
weeks.  My left arm had no 
gripping power for a while. Yet, 
with time I recovered.

Unfortunately, my wife 
interpreted the boss-in-charge 
remark as permanent, as life-
long from now till the end of 
life. When the doctor said she 
was the boss, her face gleamed 
the same as 52 years earlier at 
our wedding. She beamed so 
proudly that a halo glowed like 
a shining badge. The light has 
never subsided.  

Call me what you want. 

Henpecked is as good a word 
as any. I’m so thankful the 
Good Lord lent a hand in my 
physical recovery. I’m also 
appreciative of medical insur-
ance that covered tremendous 
expenses.  

Be that as it may, as the read-
er can see, I paid a heavy price.  
Strokes – even the so-called 
light ones – are potent. 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

go for a pure distilled spirit 
— plain vodka, for instance 
— mixed with a splash of 
diet soda or tonic. A dry 
wine is another option. 
Stick only to a glass or two 
maximum. Alcohol tends 
to affect people on a keto 
diet sooner and harder 
compared to people eating a 
general diet.

I’m a big deviled egg fan 
and it’s a simple appetizer 
and a favorite around the 

holidays. They’re easy to pop 
in the mouth and make a 
delicious and healthy paleo, 
keto and Whole30 snack.

If looking for dessert to 
bring along, try the ba-
con cannoli. Instead of a 
carb-high shell that’s deep 
fried, the shell is made from 
bacon. We can all agree with 
that famous line from “The 
Godfather’ — “Leave the 
gun, take the cannoli.”

(Nancy Zeman is the pub-
lisher and part-owner of The 
Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

ZEMAN
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CLASSIC DEVILED EGGS

Ingredients
12 large hard-boiled eggs peeled 

and sliced in half
1/2 cup mayonnaise , (use 

whole 30, keto, paleo as 
needed)

1/2 teaspoon fine sea salt
2 teaspoons dijon mustard , 

(use whole 30, keto, paleo as 
needed)

1 1/2 teaspoons vinegar or 
pickle juice

1/8 teaspoon freshly cracked 
black pepper

1/4 teaspoon paprika, plus more 
for garnish

Chopped chives and parsley, for 
garnish

Slice each egg in half 
lengthwise and scoop out the 
egg yolks into a large bowl and 
mash into a crumble with a 
fork.

Add mayonnaise and salt.
Add mustard, vinegar, and 

black pepper. Mash (or beat 
with a hand mixer) until com-
bined and smooth.

Spoon or pipe yolk mixture 
into egg white halves.

Top with a sprinkle of papri-
ka and garnish with chives & 
parsley (if desired).

CHEESY BACON 
BUTTERNUT SQUASH

Ingredients
2 lb. butternut squash, peeled 

and cut into 1” pieces
2 tbsp. olive oil
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tbsp. chopped thyme
kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1/2 lb. bacon, chopped
1 1/2 c. shredded mozzarella
1/2 c. freshly grated Parmesan
Chopped fresh parsley, for 

garnish

Preheat oven to to 425 
degrees. In a large ovenproof 
skillet (or in a large baking dish), 
toss butternut squash with olive 
oil, garlic and thyme. Season 
with salt and pepper, then 
scatter bacon on top. 

Bake until the squash is 
tender and the bacon is cooked 
through, 20 to 25 minutes.

Remove skillet from oven 
and top with mozzarella and 
Parmesan. Bake for another 5 to 
10 minutes, or until the cheese 
is melty. 

Garnish with parsley and 
serve warm.

be useful. I saw progress in 
a 38-year career in public 
mental health. Community 
programs in Maryland, 
where I live, today serve 
over 200,000 people. People 
who used to be condemned 
to back wards of institutions 
now live on their own, 
have jobs, pay taxes. Yet too 
many with mental illnesses 
and addictions still live on 
the streets, are in jail or die 
too early. Stigma persists. 
Was I useful enough?

In spite of the state of 
things today, I do be-
lieve the future for those 
grandchildren will be fine. 
As Martin Luther King 
Jr. said, “The arc of the 
moral universe is long, but 
it bends toward justice.” 
Those of us well into gee-
zerhood can still contribute. 
Former President Jimmy 
Carter is building houses 
for Habitat for Humanity 
at age 95. Jane Goodall is 
continuing her work with 
wild chimpanzees at age 
85. A 75-year-old friend has 
made four trips to Ethiopia 
to build playgrounds. (I’m 
not nearly that noble, but 
I do pick up trash in the 
neighborhood.)

Seventy is indeed strange, 
but health scares and a 
closer date with death aside, 
it’s hardly the end. There are 
more places to see, votes to 
cast, movies to cry over and 
loved ones to hug. Bring 
on 80.

(Herb Cromwell is a 
retired nonprofit association 
executive and occasional 
writer.)

MAPLE BACON CARROTS. 

Ingredients
12 medium carrots, peeled
12 strips bacon
1/4 maple syrup
Freshly ground black pepper

Preheat oven to 400. Wrap 
each carrot in one strip of ba-

con, and place bacon ends down 
on a large baking sheet. Brush 
all over with maple syrup and 
season with black pepper.

Bake 10 minutes, remove 
from oven, and brush with 
remaining maple syrup. Bake 15 
minutes more, or until carrots 
are tender and bacon is crisp. 
Serve.

LEGION WRITES CHECK TO FAITH IN ACTION

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris American Legion Post 211 makes a donation to Faith in Action. Left to right, Junior Vice 
Commander Chuck McDaniel; Darla Freeze of Faith in Action; and Commander Paul Hanks.

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is 
provided by Steve and Faye Eitel
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BY KEVIN BARLOW
The (Bloomington) Pantagraph

On Monday, monuments 
and memorials dedicated to 
those who served in the armed 
forces in Illinois will serve as 
the background for events to 
recognize Veterans Day, a fed-
eral holiday observed annually 
on Nov. 11 to honor military 
veterans.

The monuments, which 
range from big to small and old 
to new, were built with the pur-
pose of serving as permanent 
markers. The biggest include 
stadiums — like Chicago's 
Soldier Field or Memorial Sta-
dium — on the campus of the 
University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign. The smallest 
includes the recently dedicated 
memorial in unincorporated 
Illinois City in Rock Island 
County. The 500 bricks are 
engraved with veterans' names 
and unit information; a 5-foot 
marble slab is engraved with 

emblems of all the branch ser-
vices.

“Memorials are a link to not 
just past wars and to those who 
served; they are a daily remind-
er to our future generations 
that there is a price that has 
been paid by past generations 
of common men and women, 
some who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice that our freedom is 
not free,” said Joe Schaler, a vet-
eran's advocate and Vietnam 
War veteran from Lincoln.

Dedicated in 1924, Memo-
rial Stadium honors the 189 
Illini who died in World War 
I, each memorialized on one 
of the limestone columns that 
support the stadium's upper 
stands. The stadium originally 
honored those who gave their 
lives in the war to end all wars, 
but its designers recognized 
the fragility of world peace and 
the likelihood of sacrifice by fu-
ture generations.

In 2002, the university ex-

tended the stadium's original 
dedication to honor all mem-
bers of the Illinois family who 
served in the U.S. Armed Forc-
es.

Soldier Field, along Lake 
Shore Drive in Chicago, 
opened in 1924 and is the 
home field of the Chicago 
Bears. Each Veterans Day, a 
ceremony is held in front of the 
statue of Doughboy, an infor-
mal term for a member of the 
infantry, especially members of 
the American Expeditionary 
Forces in World War I. Soldier 
Field was named at the request 
of Gold Star Mothers to honor 
men lost in World War I. Near-
by benches for moments of re-
flection contain notable quota-
tions about service to country 
and actual Medals of Honor 
cast into the backrests.

“The only time I go to Sol-
dier Field is for Veterans Day,” 
said Bill Houser of Chicago, a 
Korean Conflict veteran. “It is 

a moving ceremony and I think 
that so many people forget the 
original purpose of this stadi-
um, and that is to honor our 
soldiers.”

The Illinois Department of 
Veterans Affairs says it is nearly 
impossible to know the num-
ber of veterans' memorials and 
monuments in Illinois. Veter-
ans Memorial Hall and Mu-
seum in Rockford was one of 
the first of its kind in Illinois to 
be dedicated to veterans of all 
wars. The 26th U.S. president, 
Theodore Roosevelt, was guest 
speaker at the dedication cere-
monies on June 3, 1903.

The hall and museum still 
stand as a living memorial 
to veterans from all wars. Its 
mission remains as a way to 
preserve, display, and share 
the artifacts of Rockford and 
Winnebago County veterans 
who served in branches of the 
military.

“There is so much history in 

there and it is beautiful and so 
important to our state's histo-
ry,” said Air Force veteran Tom 
Bursell of Rockford. “There are 
so many stories there.”

The Sept. 11, 2001, terror 
attacks spurred several memo-
rials dedicated to those lost on 
that day and the War on Terror 
that followed. Naperville erect-
ed one of the first memorials 
in the country to honor those 
who were killed. Located on 
the south bank of the DuPage 
River, the memorial includes 
rubble from the Pentagon, 
granite from the ground in 
Pennyslvania where Flight 93 
crashed, and a beam from the 
World Trade Center in New 
York.

Another spot also of interest 
to veterans and Illinois citi-
zens is Lincoln's Tomb at 1500 
Monument Ave., Springfield. 
Dedicated in 1874, it is the fi-
nal resting place of Abraham 

Remembering the fallen
State’s memorials and monuments pay tribute to Illinois’ veterans from every conflict

See MEMORIALS, Page 4B

CONCERT CONTINUED EVELAND’S MUSICAL HERITAGE

Special to The Prairie Press

The people of Paris and the surrounding communities spill out of the doors and line down the street waiting to get into Ernie 
Eveland Gym to see hometown recording artist Brett Eldridge perform while recording an episode of CMT’s Hometown Heroes.

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

The melodic strum of a guitar, the 
vivacious beat of a drum and the sultry 
tones of a voice singing into a micro-
phone can enchant people and send 
them off into a daydream where every-
thing in that moment is perfect. 

Music is all around and at any given 
time a beat can be heard. One place in 
Paris has hosted many musical events 
and if one stood still in the middle of 
it today and closed their eyes it would 
probably be a safe bet the music can still 
be heard.

Eveland Gymnasium, at the former 
Paris High School, was built in 1942 
by the Workers Progress Act. Over the 
years, Eveland Gym has seen many 
championships, May Fete celebrations, 
homecoming dances and many musi-
cals. 

Musicals like “Oklahoma” and “Fid-
dler on the Roof” had members of the 
Paris High School belting out tunes for 
all to hear night after night. However, 
Eveland Gymnasium holds a little secret 
that some will remember and some have 
never heard.

Paris was a booming town in Central 
Illinois in the 1960s and 1970s. High 
school gymnasiums all across the United 
States were pulling in major musical acts 
for the community to enjoy and Eveland 
Gymnasium was no different. Yes, the 
Twin Lakes beach had a lot of music 

played, but Eveland Gym did too.
It all started in 1971 when famous 

acts toured the United States playing just 
about anywhere that paid. With that be-
ing known, the people of Paris came to-
gether and decided it was time for Paris 
to hit the music scene. 

With sponsorship of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of Paris, people set out to 
find an act. They did just that. Hank Wil-
liams Jr. and the Cheating Hearts signed 
the deal to play in Paris Thursday, June 
22, 1972. It was a great year for Williams. 
He released a new album called “Eleven 
Roses” and the title track “Eleven Roses” 
became the Williams’ first number one 
hit. 

The opening act was a local gal who 
ended up playing for some big acts 
across the Midwest. Millie Lee Gentry, 
of Jewett, was booked as the opening 
act of the June 22 concert at Eveland 
Gymnasium. Gentry, now Millie Stuart, 
remembers being so excited to open up 
for Hank Williams Jr. She also opened 
up for the likes of Tommy Cash and Roy 
Acuff and claims the night she played for 
Williams is one she will never forget.

In 1973, people was calling for anohter 
concert in Eveland Gymnasium, and the 
band Looking Glass was booked for the 
gig. Looking Glass at the time was riding 
high with their number one hit “Brandy.” 

It was going to be the biggest rock 
concert Paris ever had, with Lonnie and 
the Lugnuts was set as the opening act. 

This concert turned out totally different 
because the date selected was a Friday 
night of an away football game. 

Not many attended the concert. Not 
only was attendance low, Looking Glass 
was hours late and Lonnie and the Lug 
Nuts had to play extra long sets to keep 
what crowd was there happy.

In the last few years, Eveland Gymna-
sium saw yet another concert and that 

Rockin’ at Eveland Gym

See EVELAND, Page 4B

I am from the old-tim-
er’s school that is against 
messing with the time our 
creator set 
out for us 
to live by. 
I know 
I could 
get an 
argument 
about that 
belief, 
but that 
is good 
enough for 
me. 

I don’t envy those people 
who live in Indiana who 
have to get up two hours 
before daylight to get to 
work on time or the kids 
that get on the bus before 
light has arrived in their 
area. I guess I might be 
bucking the system that our 
government has created, 
but I still stick to my beliefs 
about how efficient the 
government isn’t and how 
much it doesn’t really know 
about how to set time. 

I understand how folks 
like to have more daylight 
at the end of the day so they 
can do work on their own 
or play golf or other activ-
ities. That never did work 
for me as a farmer, however. 
I wanted to check on the 
animals after light arrived 
so I could get to the fields at 
a halfway decent time. 

On a hog farm, a lot of 
stuff happens in the dark, 
and it used to be that all 
areas on our farm were not 
lit up. Yes, it was before 
the time when those big 
outdoor lights were made 
available. Back in those 
days the tractors did not 
have very good lights, and it 
was hard to lay off a land in 
the dark when plowing or 
discing for those of us that 
went to the field on daylight 
unsaving time. 

I had a neighbor, 
Clarence Moss, who my 
brother and I worked for 
in the summer time, and 
he thought it was awful if 
we got to work at six in the 
morning when it was still 
dark enough we couldn’t 
see very well, so we couldn’t 

Daylight 
Unsavings 
Time, please  

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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In May 1942, U.S. and 
Australian naval and air forc-
es were facing off against the 
Imperial Japanese Navy in 
the Battle of the Coral Sea 
in the South Pacific. But 
in a windowless basement 
at Pearl Harbor, a group of 
U.S. Navy codebreakers had 
intercepted Japanese radio 
messages suggesting Japan 
was planning an entirely 
different — and potentially 
far more damaging — oper-
ation in the Pacific theater. 

Led by Lieutenant Com-
mander Joseph Rochefort, 
the team of cryptanalysts 
and linguists made up the 
U.S. Navy’s Combat Intel-
ligence Unit (better known 
as Station Hypo). By April 
1942, they had gotten so 
good at breaking Japan’s 
main operational code, 
which they dubbed JN-25b, 
they were able to intercept, 
decrypt and translate parts 
of Japan’s radio messages 
within hours of when they 
were sent. 

The radio traffic they 
intercepted that May sug-
gested Admiral Isoroku Ya-
mamoto, the mastermind 
behind the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, was preparing a major 
invasion, involving four Jap-
anese aircraft carriers along 
with many other ships, at 
a location designated with 
the initials “AF.” 

Station Hypo had little 
doubt as to what “AF” re-
ferred to: the U.S. naval and 
air base on Midway Atoll, 
two tiny islands located in 
the central Pacific, around 
1,200 miles northwest 
of Pearl Harbor. Back in 
March, a Japanese plane re-
porting weather conditions 
near the islands had also 
mentioned “AF,” suggesting 
strongly the designator re-
ferred to Midway. 

But not everyone was 
convinced the codebreakers 
were right. 

“Rochefort’s job was to 
gather information, raw 
data for the most part, and 
send [it] to Washington,” 
says Craig Symonds, pro-
fessor of maritime history 
at the Naval War College 
and author of “The Battle 
of Midway.” Officially, Ro-
chefort reported to Captain 
John R. Redman, director 
of OP-20-G, the Navy’s 
Code and Signals Section. 

Redman’s department 
put together that data with 
intelligence acquired from 
other locations and sent it 
all out to the operational 
commanders, including 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, 
commander in chief of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl 
Harbor.

In practice, however, 
Rochefort chose to bypass 
this chain of command 
and communicate Station 
Hypo’s findings directly to 
Nimitz’s intelligence officer, 
Lieutenant Commander 
Edwin T. Layton. Layton 
and Rochefort were friends 
and had spent three years 
together in Japan earlier in 
their careers, studying the 
language and culture. 

This side channel, 
“worked great within the 
theater, but you can see 
how folks in Washington 
would say [that] Roche-
fort is short circuiting the 

Codebreakers 
helped secure 
U.S. victory in 
the Battle of 
Midway, 1942

See MIDWAY, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

The 1972 concert poster from the night 
Hank Williams Jr. played Paris High 
School Gym may be the only artifact 
left besides the human memory con-
necting Eveland Gym and Paris to the 
times when the stars came to town. 
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Lincoln, his wife Mary Todd, 
and three of their four sons, 
Edward, William and Thomas.

More than 987,000 Illinois 
men and women who served 
in World War II and the 22,000 
who gave their lives, are hon-
ored at the World War II Me-
morial at IDNR-One Natural 
Resources Way, Springfield. 
Its focal point is a white 22-ton 
concrete world globe flanked 
on two sides by black granite 
walls. Stainless steel buttons 
on the globe identify major 
battles, and quotations from 
military leaders and presidents 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Har-
ry S. Truman are engraved on 
the walls.

The Illinois Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, dedicated in 

May 1988 in Oak Ridge Cem-
etery in Springfield, honors 
Illinoisans killed or listed as 
missing in action during the 
Vietnam War. “It's the second 
most visited cemetery in the 
country,” Schaler said.

The memorial incorporates 
five black granite walls upon 
which are inscribed the 2,970 
names of Illinoisans who died 
or are still missing. The five 
black granite walls form inte-
rior courtyards, one for each 
of the five branches of service. 
Each branch of service is des-
ignated by its insignia, which 
is etched on inner 15-foot gray 
granite walls. Inscribed on 
walls are the names of those 
listed as missing in action or as 
prisoners of war, as well as the 
names of the highest decorat-
ed veterans in each branch of 
service.

“Amazing,” said Gene Talley, 
a Vietnam War veteran from 
Springfield. “It is inspirational 
and beautiful at the same time. 
I always have mixed emotions 
when I see it. But, one feeling 
remains. That is pride.”

Schaler said work contin-
ues on bringing more focus to 
veterans' memorials and mon-
uments.

“We formed the Veterans 
Memorial Foundation to cre-
ate the 'Heart of War Plaza,'” he 
added. “Currently, we have the 
World War II, Korean, Vietnam 
and Purple Heart memorials 
and last month we relocated 
the World War I memorial into 
the plaza in recognition of the 
100th anniversary of the end 
of World War I. Thousands of 
visitors tour these memorials 
each year, most of whom are 
school field trips.”

All are being wired to be 
interactive for self-tours and 
another 20 proposed memori-
als are on the drawing board, 
said Schaler, who serves as the 
foundation's chairman.

“This will become the pre-
mier memorial plaza in the 
country,” he said.

Residents in Fayette County 
in southern Illinois have the 
Veterans Educational Museum 
in Vandalia, which holds more 
than 800 military items donat-
ed by Fayette County veterans. 
Display cases include artifacts 
from wars and conflicts from 
World War I through Desert 
Storm.

Located on the grounds 
visitors find the Veterans Me-
morial wall display. Dedicat-
ed in 2003, it lists the names 
of more than 7,000 Fayette 
County veterans.
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one was by hometown boy 
Brett Eldredge. He performed 
to a sell-out crowd in the old 
gym for the CMT Hometown 
Heroes show, and once again 
brought music back to the gym 
that had heard so much in the 
past.

Music has always been and 
always will be a part of Paris 

EVELAND
FROM PAGE 3B

and Eveland Gymnasium. 
Hank Williams Jr., Looking 
Glass and Brett Eldredge 
left their voices for all to 
hear ringing through the 
rafters of the gym. 

There is no reason why 
many more can not do the 
same. So next time you are 
walking around the gym 
just close your eyes and lis-
ten and you may just hear 
take the roses and look into 
the mirror and the12th rose 
will be looking back at you.

unload hay. 
He thought it was an insult 

for us to come to work at 
seven, especially for the rep-
utation for the farm and how 
lazy we were to start working 
at seven instead of six, or five 
even. Another thing he dis-
liked was shutting down the 
operation of baling and put-
ting up hay in the middle of 
the afternoon to go to a seven 
o’clock meeting in town. 

Later on, I had that same 
attitude when I had choir 
practice or a meeting at seven. 
This goes back to the saying 
of, “make hay when the sun 
shines.” When I started going 
to school board meetings at 
Unit Four, the board adopted 
a measure to start the meeting 
at eight instead of seven, 
thank goodness. 

In our country Daylight 
Saving Time (DST) was start-
ed toward the end of World 
War I, but only lasted seven 
months because the public 
was against it. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt put DST into effect 
in 1942 and it continued until 
after the war was over. 

In our part of the country, 
it was called Central War 
Time. The 1950s saw DST 
reinstated and in 2006 it was 
standardized again under the 
name of DST begining each 
year in March and lasting un-
til the middle of October. The 

government saw fit to change 
the ending time to November 
so Trick or Treaters had more 
daylight. 

About 40 percent of the 
world uses DST in some form 
or another. Only Arizona and 
some other specific areas do 
not use DST. The cost effec-
tiveness that DST is supposed 
to have is negligible because 
of the extensive use of com-
puters and air conditioners. 
For Indiana, which is on the 
western end of Eastern Time, 
it is even less cost effective. 

There are detrimental 
health affects that can happen 
while making the switch 
from one time to the other. 
There are more heart attacks 
and more depression attacks 
partly because of what it does 
to our internal body clocks. 
According to polls, most peo-
ple do not like time switches 
and more people still believe 
that Central Standard Time 
is better than Daylight Saving 
Time.

The other night the 
weather lady on TV said we’d 
get another hour of sleep, 
but lose an hour of daylight. 
The sun does not get up any 
sooner and go to bed any 
later, because God’s time stays 
the same no matter what, and 
I rest my case. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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system,” Symonds says. “That's 
not the way this is supposed to 
work.” 

“That's not how we found 
out Midway was the target, 
[though] it’s often interpreted 
that way,” Symonds clarifies. 
“We knew...or Rochefort knew, 
anyway. Rochefort did it to 
help convince Washington that 
he knew what he was talking 
about.” 

By the end of May, Navy 
cryptanalysts had figured out 
more details about Yamamoto’s 
plans, including almost the en-
tire order of battle of the Impe-
rial Navy. 

With this information, Nim-
itz was able to plot a strategy 
that took the Japanese by sur-
prise, assembling three U.S. air-
craft carriers at a spot some 300 

miles north of Midway, which 
they called “Point Luck.” This 
included the USS Yorktown, 
which had sustained serious 
damage during the Battle of the 
Coral Sea but was repaired in 
just two days in the Pearl Har-
bor Navy Yard. 

Code-breaking alone doesn’t 
explain the stunning Allied vic-
tory in the Battle of Midway 
(June 4-7, 1942), according to 
Symonds. But, he says, it does 
explain why “American deci-
sion-makers, and particularly 
Chester Nimitz, knew enough 
to take what at the time seemed 
to many to be a risky move — 
committing all three of his ex-
isting aircraft carriers, including 
the Yorktown, which was pretty 
beat up from the Battle of the 
Coral Sea, and sending them 
up north of Midway in an am-
bush position.” 

The Pacific War continued 

for another three years, costing 
many more lives on both sides, 
but the Allied victory in the 
Battle of Midway marked a cru-
cial turning point. Before the 
battle, Japan had proved virtu-
ally unstoppable in the Pacific. 
At Midway, the Imperial Navy 
lost all four aircraft carriers in-
volved in the assault, as well as 
more than 300 aircraft and as 
many as 3,000 men, including 
some of their most experienced 
pilots. A month later, the Allies 
launched their first major offen-
sive at Guadalcanal.

“Up until June 4, 1942, all 
conflict was initiated by the 
Japanese,” Symonds says. “The 
Japanese were essentially mak-
ing the decisions about where 
battles would be fought and ini-
tiating them. After June 4, the 
Japanese really did not initiate 
any new offensives at all, and 
the Americans did.”

MIDWAY
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

Hank Williams Jr., right, poses with opening act Millie Gentry 
backstage at their 1972 concert in Paris High School Ernie 
Eveland Gym.
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The bishops of the West-
ern Jurisdiction of the United 
Methodist Church have de-
clared their churches a safe har-
bor for LGBTQ clergy.

The Safe Harbor Declaration 
was announced Wednesday, 
Nov. 6, as United Methodists’ 
Council of Bishops wrapped 
up its autumn meeting in Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina.

And it comes months before 
new restrictions strengthening 
the denomination’s ban on the 
ordination and marriage of its 
LGBTQ members, which are 
set to take effect on Jan. 1.

“We are haunted by the ac-
tions of the 2019 Special Gen-
eral Conference, which impose 
new and harmful definitions 
and restrictions on full partici-
pation of LGBTQ+ persons in 
the Church and abandon ro-
bust engagement of scripture 
to narrow biblical literalism,” 
the declaration stated.

“We do not believe The 
United Methodist Church has 
the authority or the power to 
impose limits on the move-
ment of God’s Holy Spirit 
in the lives of God’s beloved 
LGBTQ+ children.”

The restrictions come as 
part of the Traditional Plan ap-
proved in February by a special 
session of the General Confer-
ence, the denomination’s glob-
al decision-making body.

The Traditional Plan bars 
bishops from consecrating, 
ordaining or commissioning 
self-avowed practicing ho-
mosexuals, even if they have 
been elected or approved by 
the appropriate church body. 
It prohibits those church bod-
ies from approving or recom-
mending them as candidates, 
as well.

The plan also will make it 
easier to file complaints against 
LGBTQ United Methodists 
seeking to enter ministry and 
against clergy presiding over 

same-sex weddings, according 
to the bishops of the Western 
Jurisdiction.

It strengthens current com-
plaint procedures and penal-
ties in the denomination’s rule-
book, the Book of Discipline. A 
clergy member who performs 
a same-sex wedding will face a 
minimum one-year suspension 
without pay for the first offense 
and a loss of credentials for the 
second.

There is nothing else in the 
denomination’s rulebook, the 
Book of Discipline, that comes 
with a mandatory punishment, 
according to the bishops of the 
Western Jurisdiction.

The Western Jurisdiction 
will not withhold or challenge 
ordination based solely on a 
person’s gender identity or 
sexual orientation, according 
to Wednesday’s Safe Harbor 
Declaration.

It also will not punish clergy 
who officiate the marriage of, 
“two adults of any gender or 

sexual orientation,” it said.
“At the same time, we rec-

ognize and will uphold the 
requirement that LGBTQ+ 
clergy, with all clergy, ‘maintain 
the highest standards of holy 
living’ in their personal and 
professional relationships,” the 
bishops said in the declaration.

The jurisdiction’s five active 
bishops invited their fellow 
active and retired bishops, who 
make up the denomination’s 
Council of Bishops, to join 
them in signing the declaration 
during their autumn meeting.

And they’re hoping other 
United Methodists will sign 
online and act on it, as well.

“The bishops of the West-
ern Jurisdiction do not intend 
to act alone. We call upon the 
entire Church to offer safe har-
bor for LGBTQ+ clergy and 
laity to participate fully in the 
life of The United Methodist 
Church,” according to the dec-
laration.

The Western Jurisdiction of 

the United Methodist Church 
is represented by five active 
bishops: Bishop Robert T. 
Hoshibata of the Phoenix Epis-
copal Area, Bishop Minerva G. 
Carcaño of the San Francisco 
Episcopal Area, Bishop Grant 
Hagiya of the Los Angeles 
Episcopal Area, Bishop Elaine 
J.W. Stanovsky of the Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area and 
Bishop Karen P. Oliveto of the 
Mountain Sky Episcopal Area.

Oliveto, who was consecrat-
ed as the United Methodist 
Church’s first openly LGBT 
bishop in 2016, said she hopes 
the declaration will be seen as 
a, “word of hope for people 
who are living in high anxiety.”

“For young people who 
wondered if there is still a 
home for them in the church, 
I hope they see we in the West 
are saying, yes, there is a place 
for you. There is a home for 
you. You are a vital part of the 
body of Christ,” she said.

The jurisdiction’s bishops 

needed to make that clear to 
people, the Mountain Sky 
bishop said, because anxiety 
is sky-high for many Unit-
ed Methodists — especially 
LGBTQ clergy.

That anxiety among the cler-
gy she is responsible for and 
appoints is what convinced 
Stanovsky she needed to act, 
the Greater Northwest bishop 
said.

She wondered how she and 
her staff could share the risk 
with those clergy members. 
Finally, she said, she realized 
when complaints about clergy 
came to her, she had a choice 
how to respond, including 
whether to open a formal in-
vestigation.

“We know that we’re taking 
some risk in taking this stance. 
… We may be challenged, 
and, if challenged, the Judicial 
Council may have to decide 
whether what we’re doing is 
reasonable or not,” Stanovsky 

Bishops plan a new Safe Harbor
UMC’s Western Jurisdiction announces ‘safe harbor’ for LGBTQ clergy before Traditional Plan takes effect

See UMC, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For many local residents, the town of 
Moscow, Idaho, is just about perfect.

Surrounded by the rolling Palouse 
hills, the city of 25,000 is home to the 
University of Idaho and trendy coffee 
shops and restaurants like One World 
Cafe, Bucers Coffeehouse Pub and the 
gastropub Tapped.  

In 2018, Moscow, nicknamed “heart 
of the arts,” was named by Livability as 
the best city in the U.S. to raise a family. 
It’s a place where progressive residents 
and local entrepreneurs get along just 
fine, said Ryan Rounds, a resident and 
veteran and a former University of Idaho 
student. 

“Moscow is an amazing city that tries 
to strike a balance between the hippie 
population and the business/develop-
ment-oriented population,” he said.

The city also stands out for its resi-
dents’ unusual take on God and politics.

Two-thirds of Idahoans identify as 
Christians, according to Pew Research 
Center, and six in 10 voted for Donald 
Trump in 2016. 

In Moscow and the surrounding 
county, however, about half the popula-
tion voted for Hillary Clinton in the last 
election. And while the city has plenty of 
churches — including four Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saint meeting-
houses — only 30 percent of Moscow 
identifies as religious, according to an 
analysis from Best Places.

One congregation is hoping that will 
change — an ambition that’s been a 
source of tension for years.

Led by controversial pastor Douglas 
Wilson, Christ Church of Moscow has 
for years been planning a spiritual take-
over of the town — transforming both 
its politics and its soul. Wilson is gentle 
and soft-spoken when not behind the 
pulpit but will go head-to-head with any-
one in a debate.

And he does not mince words about 
his views on Moscow.

“Basically this is a blue dot in a very, 
very red state and the blue dotters are 
pleased,” Wilson said. “Our mission is 
‘All of Christ for all of life’ and if you drill 
that down, then for all of Moscow.”

The church website explains the 
church’s mission further.

“Our desire is to make Moscow a 
Christian town,” it reads, “ … through 
genuine cultural engagement that pro-
vides Christian leadership in the arts, in 

business, in education, in politics, and in 
literature.”

Not everyone in the community is on 
board with that plan, Wilson admits. He 
explained the idea of a spiritual takeover 
of Moscow started with his father, James, 
who came to the area after retiring from 
the Navy to start a Christian bookstore 
at the nearby Washington State Univer-
sity campus. Jim Wilson is now in his 
90s and is being cared for by Douglas 
Wilson and his wife, Nancy.

In his 1964 book, “Principles of War: 
A Handbook on Strategic Evangelism,” 
Jim Wilson explains the concepts of 
physical warfare can be applied to strate-
gic evangelism. 

According to his dad’s text, Douglas 
Wilson said, a takeover of Moscow is fea-
sible because of the city’s relatively small 
size and its reputation. And a takeover is 
strategic because it would mean a signifi-
cant loss to the enemy.

“We could have Bovill for Jesus in two 
weeks,” Wilson joked, “but that wouldn’t 
be strategic.”

Bovill is a nearby town with only 260 
residents.

Instead, the Wilson family set its 
sights on Moscow, where the plan re-
mains controversial. 

The Wilsons are revered by the 1,300 
people affiliated with Christ Church and 
loathed by many others — in both cases 
because of their conservative, Reformed 
evangelical biblical teachings. Christ 
Church preaches that procreation is an 
essential part of marriage. The Wilsons 

have three grown children and 17 grand-
children. The entire family dines togeth-
er weekly for Sabbath Dinner.

They also believe that homosexuality 
is a sin and that wives should submit to 
their husbands.

Wilson promotes the church’s beliefs 
in a direct, take-no-prisoners approach 
to preaching and writing. That approach 
is highlighted in a recent video featuring 
Wilson sitting on a burning couch and 
smoking a cigar while talking about his 
newest series of blog posts.

In the posts, Wilson says he plans to 
speak the, “unvarnished truth,” and, “to 
see how the general public likes them 
apples.”

“It’s not the job of the preacher to be a 
firefighter out in the world — we’re not 
supposed to be running around putting 
out other people’s fire,” Wilson says in 
the video. “We are supposed to be arson-
ists.”

Wilson’s tactics often clash with the 
town’s welcoming ethos.

“Moscow, a university town with a 
diverse population, should be a welcom-
ing community for all faiths and beliefs. 
Christ Church’s goal promotes division 
and excludes our many friends of what-
ever faiths including Jewish, Muslim, 
atheists or anyone besides Christians, 
as defined by Christ Church. Moscow 
should not be defined by any religion 
and certainly not owned nor controlled 
by any church,” wrote Moscow resident 
Linda Pike in a recent letter to the editor 
in Moscow-Pullman Daily News.

SMALL TOWN IN THE EPICENTER OF PLANNED REVIVAL

Special to The Prairie Press

Pastor Douglas Wilson, center, speaks before Communion as Christ Church meets in the Logos School gymnasium on Oct. 13, 
2019, in Moscow, Idaho. Wilson is leading a spiritual revival in the town — much to the displeasure of some residents.

‘Spiritual takeover’ riles town

Special to The Prairie Press

A welcome sign greets visitors to Moscow, Idaho. The city of 25,000 is home to the 
University of Idaho and trendy coffee shops and restaurants as standing out for 
its residents’ unusual take on God and politics.

“Other seeds fell on good 
ground and produced grain, 
some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some 
t h i r t y . ”  
M a t t h e w 
13:8

W h e n 
s o m e o n e 
begins to 
speak, we 
can some-
times tell 
when we 
are about 
to be told a story.

In a story, it’s not the 
bits of information it con-
tains, it’s the story itself, 
what it says altogether, that 
is important. What hap-
pens when people realize 
a story is about to be told? 
Their attention level goes 
up. Why did Jesus so often 
teach with stories? Because 
people listen. 

One of his stories (in 
Matthew 13:1-23) is often 
called the story of the sow-
er. In it, he tells of a man 
who scatters seed through-
out his property but gets 
different returns on dif-
ferent parts of his land. 
Sowing is essential, but 
the sower has no effect on 
the outcome, he sows all 
over the place, some turns 
out well and some not so 
much. The seed is the same 
everywhere it is sown. It’s 
all about the soil.  

Seed sown on a path 
quickly falls prey to the 
needs of the feathered 
friends in the area. We 
could blame the birds I 
suppose, but the real prob-
lem is the hard surface of 
the path. 

If the farmer really want-
ed that area to produce, he 
needed to give up the path 
and break up the hard-
packed soil. 

Then there is rocky soil. 
To Midwesterners, rocky 
soil means soil with rocks 
in it, but this story takes 
place in mountainous Gal-
ilee, somewhat like eastern 
Kentucky. The bedrock is 
near the surface and breaks 
through at times and in 
many places just a few 
inches of soil cover solid 
rock. This kind of area will 
never be productive crop-
land. 

Then there is the prob-
lem of thorns, thistles and 
weeds. Grandpa Young-
blood said weeds are any-
thing he didn’t plant. Corn 
is a weed if it’s in a bean 
field. It is using water, sun-
light and nutrients that are 
then not available for the 
beans. For a good crop, the 
weeds must go.

Remember, it was a 
crowd Jesus was addressing 

Seeds 
and soil 
tell a tale

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S   
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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Sunday, Nov. 3, marked 
exactly one year until the 
2020 U.S. presidential elec-
tion.

And Christian leaders 
across theological and po-
litical divides are kicking off 
an initiative called “Golden 
Rule 2020: A Call for Digni-
ty and Respect in Politics,” 
hoping the next 365 days 
won’t be a repeat of 2016’s 
divisive election season.

Representatives from 
conservative evangelical 
institutions like the Na-
tional Association of Evan-
gelicals and progressive 
mainline denominations 
like the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America 
(ELCA) have signed on 
to a statement urging their 
members to pray for the 
healing of divisions in the 
U.S. and promote the gold-
en rule in their political dis-
cussions and election activi-
ties over the next year.

The initiative takes its 
name from what’s com-
monly referred to as the 
golden rule, expressed by 
Jesus in the Gospels and 
often paraphrased as: “Do 
unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.”

“We believe that we can 
find guidance through this 
national dilemma in the 
teachings of Jesus,” the state-
ment reads. 

Golden Rule 2020 grew 
out of a May meeting of 
faith leaders hosted by the 
National Institute for Civil 
Discourse, whose founding 
co-chairs were former Pres-
idents George H.W. Bush 
and Bill Clinton, according 
to the initiative.

“In its simplest expres-
sion, civility brings Jesus’ 
Golden Rule into politics 
and we hope that evangel-
icals will take advantage 
of this opportunity and 
reflect on how we can do 
that more effectively,” said 
Galen Carey, vice president 
of government relations for 
the National Association 
of Evangelicals, in a written 
statement.

The initiative will con-
tinue throughout the 2020 
election season, both in an 
online pledge all people of 
faith are invited to take and 
in a number of activities 

Christian 
leaders 
cross 
divides 
to call for 
respect 
ahead of 
election

See DISCOURSE, Page 6B
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SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com • IL Lic. #444000107

Douglas County, IL

153.20 SURVEYED ACRES • 1 TRACT
The Kleiss farm is located approx. 4 miles north of Tuscola, IL and is
further described as being located in Section 11, T16N – R8E,
Tuscola Township, Douglas County, IL.

BARRY M. & CAROLYN KLEISS FARM
CAROLYN KLEISS ESTATE

Michelle Owen – Executor
ATTORNEY: Law Office of Armstrong & Grove LLC

Janet L. Grove • Mattoon IL • 217-234-7123
AUCTION MANAGER: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

MON., NOVEMBER 18TH AT 5:00 P.M.
SALE TO BE HELD AT THE TUSCOLA COMMUNITY BUILDING, 

122 W N CENTRAL AVE, TUSCOLA, IL 61953

Class A, tillable cropland!  
Sells free & clear for 2020!

The

Open House

Drawings &

Refreshments

Christmas

812-230-2549

Collectables • Furniture  
Home Decor • Antiques • 

Primitives         
150 East Wood Street, Paris

Nov. 15 & 16
10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Good Stuff 
   Shop LLC

O N L I N E  O N L Y  A U C T I O N  -  E N D S  N O V E M B E R  1 8 T H

W W W . C A L L I E B A B E R A U C T I O N . C O M
CLICK "ONLINE BIDDING" AT CALLIEBABERAUCTION.COM

JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, INDIANA
ARE DOWNSIZING!  (1 OF 2 SALES) AUCTION BEGINS
TO CLOSE NOV. 18TH @ 4PM. KUBOTA RTV 4x4, ’57
ALLIS CHALMERS D17, & MORE TREASURES!

GRACE NOTES

NOV. 12  TAIZÉ PRAYER
A Taizé Prayer gathering is 7-8 
p.m. (EST), Tuesday, Nov. 12, in 
the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. The hour-long service 
includes prayer, music and a time 
for silence, spoken and silent 
prayers in a space lit primarily 
by candlelight and is a service 
for people of all faith traditions. 
More information is available by 
calling 812-535-2952 or visiting 
http://spsmw.org/event/taize-
prayer-service/all/.

NOV. 21  MEMORY CAFÉ 
The Sisters of Providence of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 

invite those living with the 
challenges of dementia to attend 
a Memory Café 2-4 p.m. EST 
Nov. 21 in the Havlik Center in 
Providence Hall. The program is 
designed to address the isolation 
and stigma a dementia diagnosis 
can bring for both the person liv-
ing with dementia and their care 
partners by providing support, 
connectedness and community. 
The Memory Café program takes 
place on the third Thursday of 
each month through August 
2020. There is no cost to attend. 
Learn more at Events.Sister-
sofProvidence.org or by calling 
812-535-2870 or email ecollins@
spsmw.org.

DEC. 6 CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Grace Fellowship Church is host-
ing a Christmas concert 7 p.m. 
Dec. 6 featuring country music 
artists Morris Mott and Faith 
Country Band.

DEC. 15  PRAISE CONCERT
Elevate Praise in Martinsville is 
hosting the band Cloverton 6 
p.m. Dec. 15 at Martinsville High 
School as part of A Cloverton 
Christmas Tour. The opening act 
is vocalist Leanna Crawford. The 
concert is free, but seating is 
limited so tickets are required for 
admission. Tickets are available 
by emailing mville62442@gmail.
com.

and they fit in the story 
better as soil than as seed 
or sower, so that is the 
way Jesus explains his sto-
ry. The soil in the path is 
someone who hears the 
truth (the seed) of God 
(the sower) but does not 
understand it. If he can’t 
take it in, the enemy facili-
tates forgetting it. 

The rocky ground is 
someone who hears and 
takes it in but after an im-
mediate response grows 
no further and eventually 
leaves it behind. Finally, 
the soil in the thorns is 
one who hears the word 
and could benefit from 
it but who allows anxi-
ety and false promises of 
wealth or success to side-
track his progress.

Stories will slip in truth 
that, if stated directly, will 
create anger in us because 
it contradicts our excuses 
for our situation or behav-
ior. Perhaps the reason we 
haven’t grown in our faith 
– or believed Jesus’ offer 
of forgiveness and new 
life at all - is not that it was 
wrongly presented, not 
that the offer isn’t true, but 
that we have closed their 
minds to the possibilities, 
that we do not have the 
staying power to push be-
yond initial excitement, or 
that we allow lesser things 
to dominate our thinking.

In any case, let us re-
member there are a multi-
tude of possible responses 
to God’s good news, but 
they are based more on 
the receptivity of the lis-
teners than anything else. 
As the listeners, we are re-
sponsible to break up hard 
pack, and remove weeds 
so that we are as produc-
tive as possible, be that 
30, 60, or 100 times what 
is sown.

(John Youngblood is 
pastor of New Beginnings 
Church at Paris. Email him 
at ybloodjohn@gmail.com 
or leave a message at (217) 
463-3964. Pastor’s Perspec-
tive is provided weekly by 
members of the Paris Minis-
terial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

planned by participating insti-
tutions and denominations.

For example, the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship 
is asking its pastors to write 
and teach about applying the 
golden rule to politics in the 
presidential election season. 
And the Episcopal Church 
is creating a curriculum for 
reflection, consideration, and 
discussion on civil discourse, 
according to the initiative.

DISCOURSE
FROM PAGE 5B

said.
“What we’re trying to be 

sure is that we are fulfilling 
our responsibilities with in-
tegrity and standards. (It’s) 
not that we’re just throwing 
all the expectations of clergy 
out the window.”

Historically, the Western 
Jurisdiction also has elected 
the denomination’s first Asian 
American bishop, the first Af-
rican American woman bish-

UMC
FROM PAGE 5B

FIRST CHRISTIAN DONATES TO CHOICES

Special to The Prairie Press

The First Christian Church recently made a donation to assist Choices Pregnancy and Health of 
Paris. Front row, left to right, Joel Gleckler and Karen Newhart of the church’s outreach commit-
tee present a check to Sue Sheeran of the pregnancy center. Christian Church minister the Rev. 
Mark Parkinson is in back.

op and the first Hispanic 
American woman bishop, 
according to a statement 
it released after the special 
session.

The jurisdiction includes 
seven regional annual con-
ferences: the Alaska Con-
ference, California-Nevada 
Conference, California-Pa-
cific Conference, Desert 
Southwest Conference, 
Mountain Sky Conference, 
Oregon-Idaho Conference 
and Pacific Northwest Con-
ference.



BY GARY HENRY
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When Bryce Kohlmeyer and Alivia 
Cline talk agriculture they do so with 
verve about their passion for what they 
hope becomes a lifetime career.

Agriculture has already shaped them 
and how they approached studies at 
Paris High School. 

“I knew from an early age I wanted 
FFA to be my sport in high school,” 
said Cline. “I have a passion for agricul-
ture. I grew up on a farm.”

Kohlmeyer expressed a similar idea 
about how he wanted FFA to center 
his time in high school. It was the area 
where he most desired to excel.

They graduated from Paris High 
School in 2018 but their involvement 
with FFA did not end when they 
walked out of the door diploma in 
hand. Both had set a goal of earning the 
FFA’s American Degree, which is the 
highest status FFA gives to its mem-
bers and cannot be earned until one is 
out of high school for at least a year. 

The American Degree is a presti-
gious honor since only about .5 percent 
of FFA students nationwide receive an 
American Degree. 

“As much as I put into it, and the pas-
sion I have for it, I wanted the Ameri-
can Degree,” said Kohlmeyer. “I want-
ed to be part of that half percent.”

Advancement in FFA is partially 
dependent on the quality of a person’s 
record book. Cline and Kohlmeyer 
explained, as the name implies, record 
books are a laborious practice that de-
tails all aspects of an agriculture project 
undertaken by a student. Every penny 
spent and every penny earned must be 
documented along with the amount of 
time devoted to working at something.

The record book starts freshman 
year in high school and is kept every 
year all the way through the Ameri-
can Degree, if a student pursues that 
course. A carefully maintained record 
book helps students prepare for oper-
ating a business.

“You learn how to work and be re-
sponsible,” said Cline. “You also learn 
the importance of staying on top of 
things.”

Kohlmeyer acknowledged he has a 
tendency to procrastinate but the rig-
ors of keeping the record book some-
what cured him of that behavior.

“You can’t delay when you are work-
ing on a project because it is so hard to 
get caught up,” he said.

Students pick the topic they want 
as an FFA project and stay with it 
throughout high school.

Cline’s record book documents her 
goat production, and Kohlmeyer kept 
records on his show pigs and a produce 
garden he operates with his family. 

They kept their record books current 
after graduating and the books were 
part of the interview process by the 
state FFA as a step toward the Ameri-
can Degree. The books were forwarded 
to the national FFA for review after the 
state interviews.

Saturday, Nov. 2, was the culmi-
nation of the journey. Cline and 
Kohlmeyer were at Indianapolis, Ind., 
for the national FFA convention, 
which included the presentation of 
certificates and American Degree pins 
to more than 4,000 people having 
completed the requirements.

“We had been to the national con-
vention before, but it was the first time 
we saw the American Degree ceremo-
ny,” said Kohlmeyer, adding it was a bit 
of a nerve-racking experience.
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URBANA — The pro-
posed Phase 1 trade deal with 
China continues to move to-
ward a resolution. An initial 
announcement of $40 to $50 
billion a year of agricultural 
exports gradually morphed 
into a $20 billion arrange-
ment. Subsequently, a scenar-
io popped up from Chinese 
trade commentators framing 
increased U.S. agricultural 
imports as China market de-
mands require, according to 
University of Illinois agricul-
tural economist Todd Hubbs. 

“Stronger soybean prices 
appear to have priced in much 
of the recent export activi-
ty and leave the question of 
what if any change in soybean 
exports may come from the 
new deal,” Hubbs says. 

USDA projections for 

Chinese soybean imports in 
2019-20 are at 3.12 billion 
bushels, up 73 million bush-
els over the previous market-
ing-year estimate. The ongo-
ing issues with swine fever 
led to the Chinese hog herd 
estimates coming in around 
40 percent below last year, 
Hubbs notes. “Despite the re-
duced herd, Chinese attempts 
at rapid herd expansion and 
alternative feed use for soy-
beans to meet protein de-
mands keep soybean imports 
from falling,” he says. 

China reported soybean 
imports of 301 million bush-
els in September, with the 
vast majority of those coming 
from Brazil. In the run-up to 
this latest round of negoti-
ations, China exempted 10 
million metric tons (367.4 
million bushels) of U.S. soy-
bean imports from tariffs. 

Through Oct. 24, China’s 
total commitments for U.S. 
exports sit near 227 million 
bushels. Space exists for more 
buying under the current tar-
iff exemption. The implemen-
tation of a trade deal in No-
vember appears set to change 
the nature of soybean exports 
over the next year. 

“While the prospect of ex-
panded export totals to China 
appears promising, the over-
all increase in soybean export 
may not be at levels equiv-
alent to Chinese buying,” 
Hubbs says. 

During the 2018-19 mar-
keting year, the U.S. shipped 
489 million bushels of soy-
beans to China and 1.258 
billion bushels to the rest of 
the world. Soybean exports 
to the rest of the world in-
creased 41 percent from the 
previous marketing year as 

the U.S. picked up the slack 
witnessed from large Chinese 
buying-out of South America.  

“A reversion to higher 
South American exports to 
the rest of the world’s ma-
jor importers seems assured 
under expanded Chinese 
buying of U.S. soybeans,” 
Hubbs explains. “Projections 
for non-Chinese soybean 
imports for the world are ex-
pected to decrease around 
10 million bushels to 2.318 
billion bushels for the mar-
keting year. It seems unlikely 
China would walk away from 
the trade relationships built 
over the last year and a half 
during the trade war, partic-
ularly when substantial un-
certainty remains about the 
prospects of a long-term deal. 
Significant Chinese buying 
from non-U.S. sources should 
continue.” 

The projection for U.S. 
soybean exports during the 
marketing year is 1.775 bil-
lion bushels. This forecast is 
7 million bushels higher than 
last marketing year’s total 
exports. Soybean accumulat-
ed exports through Oct. 24 
equaled 292 million bushels, 
21 million bushels above last 
year’s pace. As of Oct. 24, 416 
million bushels of soybean 
had been sold for export but 
not shipped. The outstanding 
sales total sits close to 100 
million bushels below last 
year’s total at this time de-
spite increased Chinese buy-
ing. The current unshipped 
export sales to China totaled 
167 million bushels. 

“In the five marketing years 
before the onset of the trade 
war, U.S. exports to China av-
eraged 37.7 percent of China’s 
total imports. If the trade deal 

saw a reversion to that histor-
ical average, soybean exports 
to China this marketing year 
come in at 1.18 billion bush-
els,” Hubbs says. “By factoring 
in export substitutions related 
to expanded South American 
shipments to non-Chinese 
nations, expansion of U.S. 
exports by 70 to 100 million 
bushels above the present 
1.775 billion bushel projec-
tion seems realistic. This sce-
nario remains strongly depen-
dent on production levels in 
the U.S. and South America 
and the final framework for 
the trade deal.”  

World soybean production 
is set for much lower totals 
in 2019 due to the reduction 
in U.S. acreage. U.S. soybean 
production is projected at 
3.55 billion bushels for the 
2019 crop. The present yield 

What trade deal promises for soy

See TRADE, Page 8B

Erika Kohlmeyer for The Prairie Press

Bryce Kohlmeyer, left, and Alivia Cline, right, are the most recent Paris High 
School FFA members to achieve the FFA American Degree. The prestigious award is 
received by approximately .5 percent of all FFA students, and the 2018 PHS gradu-
ates join the less than 30 alumni who have achieved the status during the history 
of FFA at Paris High School.

Youths win prestigious award

Erika Kohlmeyer for The Prairie Press

Alivia Cline, right, is congratulated for reaching the American Degree status in FFA 
by the 2018-2019 National FFA President Kolesen McCoy. Cline is a 2018 Paris High 
School graduate.

Erika Kohlmeyer for The Prairie Press

Bryce Kohlmeyer, right, is congratulated for reaching the American Degree status 
in FFA by the 2018-2019 National FFA President Kolesen McCoy. Kohlmeyer is a 
2018 Paris High School graduate.See DEGREE, Page 8B

National FFA bestows 
American Degree on Cline 
and Kohlmeyer

Not two miles from 
my central Illinois home, 
a farmer’s next crop — a 

dozen rolls 
of eight-
inch, black 
plastic 
drainage 
pipe — 
wait to be 
planted 
several feet 
deep in 
this year’s 
brown-
ing corn 

stubble.
It’s tiling season in 

much of the Midwest, that 
post-harvest period when 
earth-chewing machines 
fight weather, mud and 
daylight to bury thousands 
of miles of pipe to move 
subsurface water — and 
whatever else — off farm-
land to hopefully make it 
more productive and, in 
turn, more valuable.

Why? asks Christopher 
Jones and Silvia Secchi, two 
University of Iowa profes-
sors, in a stinging Oct. 14 es-
say, titled “Drain Brain.” It’s 
a simple question in today’s 
era of ag overproduction, 
fertilizer- and manure-laced 
farm water runoff — and an 
almost totally disengaged 
government.

Jones, a research engineer 
specializing in water quality 
and agriculture, and Secchi, 
a natural resource econo-
mist, ask it in reply to “a new 
paper that appeared in the 
journal Nature Sustainabil-
ity where some researchers 
from a university 120 miles 
west of here” — Iowa State 
University (ISU), the state’s 
ag-focused Land Grant 
University — “proposed a 
new solution to our nutrient 
problem: Put in more 
drainage tile.”

That prescription caused 
Jones and Secchi to respond 
to the tiling advocates — 
who they labeled “Drainers” 
— because in Jones and 
Secchi’s view, it will only 
add to Iowa’s enormous 
farm water run-off problem. 
What’s needed, they urge, 
are new and better ideas, 
not new and better tile.

In fairness, ISU’s lead 
researcher, agronomist 
Michael Castellano, did 
explain any overall tile 
upgrade would not only 
include “installation of 
higher capacity pipes” but 
also “implementation of 
long-term conservation 
practices, like denitrification 
wetlands, bioreactors and 
saturated buffers.”

Exactly right, agreed the 
engineer and economist. 
But the rub is the staggering 
cost — something the ISU 
study did not provide — for 
any one of those plans.

For example, if the Drain-
er plan is implemented on 
three million or so of Iowa’s 
estimated eight million 
acres of tiled farmland, 
“replacing all the tile would 
cost $3 billion.”

Drainers 
versus 
Sustainers

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND   
FOOD FILE

See GUEBERT, Page 8B

One year’s seeding 
– seven years weeding. 
Now there is a depressing 
thought. 

It is 
one of 
the many 
gardening 
adages; 
this one 
referring 
to weed 
seeds. 
Actually, 
seven 
years 
is very 
conservative. Many annual 
weed seeds last for decades. 
If one is consistent and 
tenacious, it is possible to 
decrease the seed bank in 
the garden.

The mainstream thinking 
is to deny weed seeds light, 
preventing them from 
germinating. Maintaining 
an adequately thick layer of 
mulch works, but the seeds 
are still there, lurking just 
under the surface of the 
mulch just waiting for their 
chance in the sun.  

Anything that dis-
turbs the protective layer 
becomes problematic. The 
mulch decomposes and 
becomes too thin. Seeds 
come to the surface if plant-
ing in that bed. Footsteps 
push the mulch to the side. 
Animals and birds rooting 
around for insects uncover 
the soil. The list goes on.

Another theory relies on 
letting the seeds germinate 
and then removing the 
plants. According to Rich-
ard Hentschel, Extension 
Educator, “Gardeners can 
create a stale seedbed by 
very lightly and shallowly 
working the very surface of 
the soil repeatedly, causing 
weed seed to germinate un-
til the seed bank in that thin 
layer of soil is exhausted.” 

I’m doing something 
similar this fall. I divided 
and transplanted my iris to 
a new place. In the process 
a host of cleome seeds 
germinated in the new spot 
creating a carpet of unwant-
ed plants between each iris. 
With the first hard freeze 
all those little seedlings will 
perish, and that bed should 
be free of cleome next 
spring.

For those who have 
space, solarization can 
be added to the rotation, 
especially in the vegetable 
garden. Solarization utilizes 
the sun to cook the soil, 
killing all the weed seeds. 
Unfortunately, it kills ev-
erything else including the 
beneficial organisms living 
in the soil. The fastest way 
to solarize involves covering 
the soil with clear plastic 
during the hottest days of 
summer. The sun does the 
rest.

We are up against tough 
foes. Common purslane 
produces 1,800,000 seeds 
from one plant annually, 

Fighting 
weeds 
requires 
persistence

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PHIPPS, Page 8B
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Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$3.99/lb

Bacon Sizzler
Patties

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Thanksgiving Day
Thanksgiving buffet 11-2
Reservations only, call 217-826-8831

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Hours 
Wed & Thur   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.   

Friday   11 a.m. - 9 p.m.   
Saturday  8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday   10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension 

Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal 

opportunities in programs and employment. For a reasonable 

accommodation  call 217-465-8585.

Have Fall garden 

questions?

Illinois Extension Master Gardeners are 

ready to help.  Call 217-465-8585 

or visit go.illinois.edu/moreinfo

TRADE
FROM PAGE 7B

Add to that the cost of 
building denitrification wet-
lands at the state recommend-
ed rate of 1- to 4-acres for 
every 200 acres of farmland. 
The conservative estimate of 
construction cost — ignoring 
maintenance, operations, and 
easement outlays— would be 
about $300 per acre.

That means these wet-
lands would require tens of 
thousands of acres and cost 
between $10 [billion] and 
$42 billion to construct. “To 
put this in perspective,” they 
note, “Iowa has received  
around $20 billion in agricul-
tural subsidies over the last 25 
years.”

But that’s not the biggest 
hurdle to the Drainers’ 
idea. Most of today’s runoff 
mitigation programs — like 
the federal Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) or Iowa’s 
Nutrient Reduction Strate-
gy — are voluntary. Which 
leads the researchers to ask a 
second simple question: “Will 
farmers voluntarily give up 
tens of thousands of acres to 
wetlands?”

They know the answer. “In 
almost 20 years, the CREP 
program has enrolled less 
than 4,000 acres, or 1 in 6500 
Iowa crop acres. We assert 

GUEBERT
FROM PAGE 7B

however, the seeds only last 
for five years. Hentschel not-
ed eastern black nightshade 
drops 825,000 seeds per plant 
per year, but they can last 40 
or more years. 

Good luck, gardeners. I 
know you are up to the task 
of reducing the annual weed 

seed bank in your landscape.
For questions, contact 

the University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners 
of Edgar County at 217-465-
8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Extension 
Master Gardeners of Edgar 
County. Email her at jan-
phipps@gmail.com.)

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 7B

DEGREE
FROM PAGE 7B

“It’s a reflection of the 
accomplishment I’ve been 
working for over the last five 
years,” said Cline.

The American Degree is 

forecast of 46.9 bushels per 
acre may see a further decline 
with the Nov. 8 crop produc-
tion report, Hubbs notes. 
“The continued deterioration 
of the U.S. crop diminishes 
the potential for massive in-
creases in soybean exports 
that do not impact soybean 
crush profitability. Brazilian 
production is forecast to be 
5.3 percent higher than last 
year as higher export demand 
drove an increase in acreage,” 
he says.  

Projected harvested acre-
age in Brazil sits at 91.2 mil-
lion acres, up from 88.7 mil-
lion acres last year. Brazil’s 
soybean yield in 2018-19 
came in at 48.5 bushels per 
acre. The yield projection for 
the current crop is 49.5 bush-
els per acre. 

Hubbs notes that dry con-
ditions and a slow start to 
planting in many areas may 
decrease the potential for a 
larger yield. “Argentine soy-

that the Drainers’ proposal is 
not sustainable.”

But you and I — as well 
as all the agronomists, 
economists and engineers in 
farm country — know that 
farmland tiling will not stop 
anytime soon.

We can, however, Jones 
and Secchi explain, mitigate 
its lasting effects with newer, 
tougher and more enforce-
able water runoff rules; 
change ag policy to encour-
age crop diversification; 
pay farmers for ecosystem 
services; decouple current 
payments from production 
while tying them to envi-
ronmental performance, 
and better manage manure 
application.

And we need to try these 
options now because, even 
with tile, “Farmers aren’t get-
ting the economic outcomes 
that they want, and the public 
isn’t getting the environmen-
tal outcomes that we want.”

That sounds like solid 
ground everyone can stand 
on as we collectively dig into 
fair, workable solutions that 
farmers and non-farmers 
alike all need.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who was 
raised on a 720-acre, 100-cow 
southern Illinois dairy farm. 
Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHAMPAIGN – With cra-
zy 2019 weather, planting con-
ditions and harvest delays, talk 
about cover crops in Illinois 
might be at an all-time high.

In an effort to help produc-
ers learn more about this farm-
ing technique, the USDA Nat-
ural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) is offering 
three seminars to provide more 
detailed information about the 
use of cover crops.   

“These meetings can intro-
duce farmers to the informa-
tion, the scientific research and 
testimonial evidence they need 
to take steps in transforming 
their own farm operations,” 
said state conservationist Ivan 
Dozier. “Farmers learn from 
the speakers at these events, 
but they also learn from each 
other as they share successes 
and lessons learned.”

Speakers and special guests 
include Hans Kok, Indiana 
Soil Health Consultant; Bry-
an Young, Purdue University 
Weed and Chemistry profes-
sor; and Rick and Aaron Clark, 
Illinois conservation farmers 
on the cutting edge of making 
things do-able and profitable.

The seminars are held 

 Seminar on cover crops
in three different locations 
around the state: Mt. Vernon, 
Jan. 21; Bloomington, Jan. 22; 
and Rochelle, Jan. 23.

The 2020 events start early 
and end before 4 p.m., with 
time scheduled during the 
day to meet and visit speakers, 
sponsors or chat with other 
participants in a small group 
setting.

 According to Dozier, Illi-
nois farmers are growing more 
interested in finding solutions 
and strategies that can im-
prove success with challenging 
weather conditions. 

“I believe more farmers are 
ready to take steps to make 
small improvements on their 
farms that make sense environ-
mentally and economically,” 
said Dozier. “These seminars 
are the perfect place to begin 
having those conversations 
and start making those chang-
es.”

The seminar costs $20, pay-
able by check or credit card, 
and it includes lunch. Early 
registration is recommend-
ed and can be done online at 
www.ccswcd.com or by calling 
the Champaign County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (SWCD) at (217) 352-
3536.

 Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris High School 2018 grad-
uates Alivia Cline and Bryce 
Kohlmeyer received their FFA 
American Degree pins during 
a Nov. 2 ceremony at the FFA 
National Convention in Indi-
anapolis, Ind. The American 
Degree is the highest possible 
award in FFA and less than 
30 people in the history of 
FFA at Paris High School have 
achieved that status.

an accomplishment they 
believe will be import-
ant as they pursue college 
transfers, scholarships and 
eventually employment. 
Kohlmeyer is currently 
a general agriculture stu-
dent at Ivy Tech in Terre 
Haute, Ind., and wants to 
transfer to Murray State as 
an agronomy major. His 
long-term plan is to join his 
grandfather’s business as a 
seed dealer.

Cline is studying to be 
a veterinarian technician, 
but her goal is to continue 
on and become a large an-
imal veterinarian. 

They also had some ad-
vice for young students ap-
proaching high school and 
an FFA program. To do 
well in FFA requires an ear-
ly commitment to the pro-
gram, a willingness to serve 
as chapter officers and do 
whatever tasks are needed 
to improve the program, 
and it is important to set 
goals for what one hopes to 
accomplish through FFA.

“I gave myself that goal 
(earning the American De-
gree), and I stayed with it,” 
said Kohlmeyer. 

bean production is forecast 
at 1.947 billion bushels, 
down a little over 4 percent 
from last year’s estimate. 
The evolving nature of 
Argentine politics injects 
considerable uncertainty 
into future profitability 
for farmers in the region. 
When considering the 
potential for the Brazilian 
crop, the market share of 
exports remains crucial in 
determining soybean ex-
port potential this market-
ing year,” he says. 

“Expanded soybean ex-
ports under the proposed 
trade agreement look 
probable,” Hubbs con-
cludes. “The magnitude of 
this expansion may not be 
at the levels many hoped 
for when accounting for 
changing trade flows asso-
ciated with South Amer-
ican export potential. A 
substantial production 
shortfall from any of the 
major producing nations 
holds the potential for ma-
jor changes to trade flows 
over the next year.”   

www.prairiepress.net
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. And so forth (abbr.)
4. Used to be United __
7. Upper left keyboard key
10. Invitable ruin
12. Consumed
13. N.H. Maine river
14. Sen. Thurmond
16. More (Spanish)
17. Oh, God!
18. Designed chairs
20. Insect living in organized 
colonies
21. Anglo-Saxon theologian, 
c.700
22. Ecclesiastics
25. Magic incantation
30. Swan Lake and Don Quixote
31. Affirmative
32. Conspiracy
33. Citizen of Stockholm
38. Light brown
41. Roman judge
43. Sonny & Cher classic
45. Chopped mixture for 
stuffing
48. Am. Nobel physicist Isodor
49. Maya __ of Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial
50. Expressed pleasure
55. In bed
56. Finnish
57. Canacol Energy stock symbol
59.  Leather strap for hawks
60. UA fraternity est. 3-9-1856
61. Low, sideless cart
62. They __
63. Single Lens Reflex

64. Point that is midway 
between N and NE
 Clues Down
 1. Murrow, Sullivan & Koch
2. Carrying bag
3. Countess of Grantham
4. Key fruit
5. One kept in readiness
6. Bring back to normal
7. Avid
8. Lots of
9. Formal close (music)
11. Dad’s partner
13. Point that is one point E 
of SE

15. Myself
19. Minor disagreement
23. Promotional materials
24. Bahama capital
25. Rudiments of a subject
26. Bleat
27. Right linebacker
28. Flower petals
29. Early culture of Gr. Britain
34. Worldwide internet
35. 7th Greek letter
36. When born (abbr.)
37. Before
39. Existing forever
40. About name

CROSSWORD

41. Myanmar monetary 
unit
42. Island north of Guam
44. Soft
45. __ Castell, makers of 
pens
46. Excessively fat
47. Eliminates
48. A Hindu prince or
king in India
51. Carrier’s invention
52. Possessed
53. Deserve through action
54. Doyen
58. A way to change color

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KANSAS – These students 
made the first quarter honor 
roll at Kansas Community 
Unit School District 3.

Kindergarten: perfect atten-
dance – Jett Miller; Shooting 
Stars – Gwynn Boedecker, 
Konnor Bruce, Oliver Ham-
mond and Ellie Heltsley; Lexia 
Superstars – Konnor Bruce, 
Tyler Hall and Ellie Heltsley; 
citizenship – Ellie Heltsley and 
Jett Miller.

First grade: perfect atten-
dance – Curtis Shannon; 
citizenship, Cooper Wright; 
Awesome A Award – Danica 
Abernathy Rylan Brant, Ally-
son Clore, Corbin Hilderbrant, 
Lacey McIntyre, Curtis Shan-
non, Deacon Sutton and Coo-
per Wright.

Second grade: perfect atten-
dance, Xzavier Batson, Harper 
Boedecker, Jenna Gough, Ken-
nedee Guyer, Ella Staley and 
Henry Tate; citizenship, Harp-
er Boedecker and Henry Tate; 

Shooting Star – Ryder Adams, 
Xzavier Batson, Jason Gano, 
Nathan Gough, Kruz Lee, 
Kyson McClarey, Katelynn 
Norton and Dylan Vice; Awe-
some A Award – Harper Boe-
decker, Jaxson Creech, Jenna 
Gough, Kennedee Guyer, Ella 
Satley, Henry Tate and Denim 
Wheeler.

Third grade: perfect atten-
dance – Chennel Campbell, 
Axel Hammond, Brian Inman, 
Edith Judd, Carter Rhoads 
and Aubree Shannon; citizen-

ship award –  ¬Ariel Huang; 
Shooting Star – Maddox Ad-
ams, Chennel Campbell, Maci 
Hutchcraft, Brian Inman and 
Aubree Shannon; Awesome 
A Award – Abdisa Eskew, 
Axel Hammond, Ariel Huang, 
Edith Judd, Carter Rhoads and 
Gavin Standish.

Fourth grade: perfect atten-
dance – Marie Ehlers, Hugar 
Morrisey, Anthony Smith and 
Jlynn Westfall; Awesome A 
Award – Alexis Conley, Maria 
Ehlers and Hugar Morrisey; 

Kansas schools announce first quarter honor roll
honor roll – Alexis Conley, 
Maria Ehlers, Aubrey Hannah, 
Maloree Morris, Hugar Mor-
risey, Kaden Price, Anthony 
Smith and Grace Wright.

Fifth grade: perfect atten-
dance – Wes Baker, Brookelyn 
Gough and Landen Paugh; 
citizenship award – Landen 
Paugh and Shelby Johnson; 
honor roll – Wes Baker, Cara 
Phillips, Ben Schrock, Karter 
Brown, Brookelyn Gough, Ad-
dison Heltsley, Lincoln Judd, 
Landen Paugh, Natalie Knoll 
and Kahle Lee; Awesome A 
Award – Cara Phillips and Ben 
Schrock.

Sixth grade: perfect atten-
dance – Gage Hammond and 
Ralynn Tate; citizenship award 
– Kiera Johnson; Awesome 
A Award – Lainey Ehlers and 
Laila Rankin; honor roll –Lain-
ey Ehlers, Laila Rankin, Noah 
Sill, Gage Hammond, Coo-
per Johnson Kingery, Hannah 
Jones and Dustin Lowry.

Seventh grade: no high 
honors; honor roll – Austin 
Bolton, Rick Brandenburg, 
Tajanae Calloway, Nate Eskew, 
Brooklynn Hall, Justin Morris, 
Madilynn Rideout and Taylor 
Salvato

Eighth grade: high honors, 
Emily Drummond, Katey 
Ehlers and Ella Noel; honor 
roll – Kaitlyn Brandenburg, 
Wyatt Gilbert, Carson Har-
mon, Todd Morris and Ryellie 
Roberts.

Ninth grade: high honors 
– Brooke Baker and Jackson 
Ehlers; honor roll – J T Clore, 
Wyatt Knoll, Jonathan Melton, 
Carter Phillips, Collin Rhoads 
and McKinsey Tate.

Tenth grade: high honors 
– Dalton Ludington; honor 
roll – Lilly Burnside, Jacob 
Caldwell, Alexis Gallion, Jakob 
Jones, Aaron McMichael, Mer-
edith Morrisey, Olivia Noel 
and Electra Starr.

Eleventh grade: high hon-
ors – Caleb Davidson, Melia 
Eskew and Aydonne Sutton; 
honor roll – Grace Bartels, 
Dameon Bolton, Levi Coonce, 
Megan Fulk, Marita King, Zoie 
Parker and Tomas Rideout.

Twelfth grade: high honors 
– Ann Brown, Grace Harmon, 
Nick Mitchell, Cailynne Phil-
lips and Keely Sutton; honor 
roll – Dalton Eslinger, Natalee 
Gough, Camden Harmon, 
Catherine Shick and Flippo 
Bosio.    

of us will need filter protected 
binoculars or telescopes to 
confirm we are seeing it.

Transits are more rare 
than solar eclipses. There 
are only 17 Mercury transits 
between 2000 and 2200 and 
in the same period Venus 
transits four times. Looking 
at a perfect alignment with 
protection is rewarding but 

to really see the event watch 
online at nasa.gov or check 
out the events page on EU’s 
Virtual Telescope (https://
virtualtelescope.eu).

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B
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TO PLACE AN AD:
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 
truck load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Gutter Cleaning
Call/text Sean (217) 822-9318
Leave name and numbe.r

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 
217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently 
used furniture, appliances, 
electronics, baby furniture, 
antiques. One item to a 
complete household. Call 
Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 
am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Local company seeking a 
full time driver. Class A CDL 
required. All local driving; 
100% company paid health 
insurance plus pension. 
$1500 sign on bonus. Call 
217-465-7621

Help Wanted
Full Time CNA’s, Nurses and 
Dietary.
Must be Licensed and 
able to pass drug screen, 
Competitive Wages and 
Benefits.
Apply at Marshall Nursing 
and Rehab
410 N. 2nd St  Marshall   
Monday - Friday

Lost cat on Madison St. by 
Templeton Funeral Home. 
Goes by the name Shaniqua. 
If found call 217-251-9680 or 
217-712-9673

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 Bedroom House
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
2 car garage, in country
$800 a month + deposit
Call 217-275-3792 or 
217-712-6000

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $625 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message

2BR, 1 Bathroom, 2 Car 
Garage
Corner Lot, $425 month + 
deposit
386-337-2873

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
home,
Approx. 1700 square feet with 
working wood fireplace
2 car attached garage and 
deck on the back.
Asking $145,000 Call (217) 
826-3100 to view this home    
22298 N Hwy 1  Marshall, IL

House In Elbridge
Clean, 2 Bedroom, New 
Carpet.
$60,000  Call 217-275-3792 
or 217-712-6000

Land For Sale
35.6 Acres 10 tillable
on Ernest Rd. Marshall, IL
Prime Deer Hunting
Call 219-588-4740

Land For Sale 
85 irrigated tillable acres
on River Road West Union, IL
Call 219-644-8713

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may 
be included.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing 
in Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. 
One month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 
BR apts.  Water & trash 
included.  Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, 
and trash included. No Pets. 
$420 dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

International H 1947,  
new paint, $2,750.00, 
Call 217-887-2073

FOR SALE
Konica Minolta Bizhub C558
printer/copier with trifolder 
for sale, 2 years old, service 
contract available. Call 
217-820-0377

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 8, 2019, at 
8:00 AM the commissioners 
of DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 
7 OF THE TOWN OF BUCK 
will hold an annual meeting 
of the District for the purpose 
of discussing the items listed 
on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which 
may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2.  Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3. Review and Approval of 
Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action 
on Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 8, 2019, at 
9:00 AM the commissioners 
of UNION DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 1 OF THE 
TOWNS OF EMBARRASS 
AND KANSAS will hold 

an annual meeting of the 
District for the purpose of 
discussing the items listed 
on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which 
may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Bill Guyer’s Farm
2547 E 1000th Rd
Kansas, IL 61933

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2.  Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3. Review and Approval of 
Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action 
on Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 12, 2019, at 
8:30 AM the commissioners 
of DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
NO. 9 OF THE TOWN OF 
EMBARRASS will hold an 
annual meeting of the District 
for the purpose of discussing 
the items listed on the Agenda 
below, and such other matters 
which may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2.  Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3. Review and Approval of 
Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action 
on Annual Levy
5.   New Business
6.   Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
BARBARA E. SWARTHOUT, 

Deceased
No. 2019-P-47

CLAIM NOTICE

     Notice is given of the death 
of BARBARA E. SWARTHOUT. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on September 24, 2019 to 
Prospect Bank, 177 W. Wood 
Street, Paris, Il. 61944, as 
Executor whose attorney is 
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL 61944.

     Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with 
the representative, or both, 
on or before April 3, 2020 and 
any claim not filed within the 
applicable period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

PROSPECT  BANK
Executor

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/465-4196
FAX: 217/466-1213

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on October 31, 2019 a 
certificate was filed in the 
Office of the County Clerk of 
Edgar County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and post 
office address of all of the 
persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

SUTTON’CRAZYHORSE 
GUNS AND ARCHERY

Located at: 814 N. MAIN ST

Owner(s): RANDALL W. 
SUTTON

Dated: OCTOBER 31, 2019

 August H. Griffin
 EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Chrisman, 
Illinois intends to extend a 

watermain from The Equity 
to the City, providing water 
supplied by the City of Paris. 
The proposed financing of the 
project is through the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency Public Water Supply 
Loan Program. As condition 
of the proposed funding, 
a Project Summary and 
Preliminary Environmental 
Impact Determination (PEID) 
has been prepared by the 
IEPA and is available for 
viewing and comment. The 
PEID report can be viewed at 
Chrisman City Hall, 222 West 
Madison Avenue, Chrisman, 
Illinois 61924 during normal 
business hours, as well as Fehr 
Graham, 1610 Broadmoor 
Drive, Champaign, IL. 61821. 
A Public Hearing regarding 
the PEID report will be held 
on Monday, November 18, 
2019 at 7:00 PM at the City of 
Chrisman, 222 West Madison 
Avenue, Chrisman, Illinois. 
Public comments regarding 
the PEID report can be direct-
ed to the City of Chrisman 
Clerk or directly to Bill 
Jankousky at Infrastructure 
Financial Assistance Section, 
Illinois EPA, 1021 North Grand 
Avenue East, P.O. Box 19276, 
Springfield, IL. 62794-9276 
within 10 days of the hearing.

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 20, 2019, at 
10:00AM  the commissioners 
of Drainage District No. 11 
of the Town of Embarrass, 
County of Edgar will hold an 
annual meeting of the District 
for the purpose of discussing 
the items listed on the Agenda 
below, and such other matters 
which may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2.  Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3. Review and Approval of 
Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action 
on Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 20, 2019, at 
9:30 AM the commissioners 
of Drainage District No. 7 
of the Town of Embarrass, 
County of Edgar will hold an 
annual meeting of the District 
for the purpose of discussing 
the items listed on the Agenda 
below, and such other matters 
which may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2.  Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3. Review and Approval of 
Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action 
on Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF BRIAN E. 

CASTLE, 
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-53

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death 
of BRIAN E. CASTLE, of 
Monroe, Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, who died on July 
28, 2018. Letters of Office as 
Administrator was issued on 
November 1, 2019, to JANICE 
L. CASTLE, 48 Hawley Avenue, 
Milford, Connecticut 06460, 
whose attorney is E. Robert 
Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main 
Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois, or with 

the Administrator, or both, on 
or before May 11, 2020, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the 
Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Janice L. Castle, 
Administrator

By:   E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com
(217) 465-3535

Public Notice
Triple A Storage of Paris will 
sell or dispose of the contents 
by Dec. 1, 2019, units #19, #48 
rented to Greg McPherson. 
Pursuant to Self Storage Act.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate 
of 

FRANCIS WILLIAM 
CHITTICK, 

a/k/a  FRANCIS WILLIAM 
CHITTICK, JR., deceased 

2019-P-54

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
FRANCIS WILLIAM CHITTICK, 
a/k/a FRANCIS WILLIAM 
CHITTICK, JR., of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued on 
November 5, 2019 to LINDA 
CHITTICK, 15767 Sulphur 
Springs Rd., Paris, Illinois 
61944, and WILLIAM JOHN 
CHITTICK, 13139 E. 1100 th 
Rd., Paris, Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Co-Executors, 
whose attorney is Drew P. 
Griffin, of Jones & Griffin 
Law Offices, P.C., 110 E. 
Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with 
the representatives, or both, 
on or before May 11, 2020, 
and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the representatives and to the 
attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.

DATED this 9th day of 
November, 2019.

LINDA CHITTICK and 
WILLIAM
JOHN CHITTICK, 
Independent
Co-Executors of the Estate of
FRANCIS WILLIAM CHITTICK,
a/k/a FRANCIS WILLIAM
CHITTICK, JR., deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW 
OFFICES, P.C.
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax: (217) 466-2230

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

GREG MORGAN and ERIC 
MORGAN,
d/b/a QUALITY FIRST 
CONSTRUCTION
Plaintiffs,
vs.
PATRICIA A. LAWSON, 

CHERRY CREEK
MORTGAGE CO., UNKNOWN 
OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants,

 Case No. 2019-CH-36

PUBLICATION NOTICE

     The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given you,
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants in the above-en-
titled suit, that the said suit 
has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois, by Plaintiff against 
you and other defendants, 
praying for the foreclosure of 
a Mechanic’s Lien recorded 
on the premises described as 
follows, to-wit:

PART OF OUT LOT NO. 268 
TO THE CITY OF PARIS, 
DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING 
14 FEET WEST AND 360 FEET 
SOUTH OF THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF LOT NO. 1 OF 
JOHN C. JONES’ FIRST 
ADDITION TO SAID CITY OF 
PARIS, THENCE WEST 135 
FEET TO THE EAST LINE 
OF TEN BROECK STREET, 
THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE 
EAST LINE OF SAID STREET 
60 FEET; THENCE EAST 135 
FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF 
THE ALLEY, THENCE NORTH 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF 
THE ALLEY 60 FEET TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING; BEING 
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS THE 
SOUTH 14 FEET 1 1/3 INCHES 
OF EVEN WIDTH OF LOT NO. 
12 AND THE NORTH 45 FEET 
10 2/3 INCHES OF EVEN 
WIDTH OF LOT NO. 11 IN JOHN 
C. JONES’ FIRST ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF PARIS, AND 
BEING FURTHER DESCRIBED 
AS LOT NO. 7 OF THE COUNTY 
CLERK’S SUBDIVISION OF 
SAID OUT LOT NO. 268 TO 
THE CITY OF PARIS

PREIN: 09-18-01-384-008

Commonly known as 810 Ten 
Broeck St, Paris, IL 61944

and which Mechanic’s Lien 
was recorded on property with 
the Edgar County Recorder of 
Deeds, on October 18,2017.

And for such other relief 
prayed, that the summons 
was duly issued out of the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County 
against you as provided by 
law, and that said suit is now 
pending.

NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS 
YOU, the above Defendants, 
file your answer to the 
Complaint in this suit or oth-
erwise make your appearance 
therein, at the Office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Edgar County located in the 
Edgar County Courthouse, 115 
West Court, Paris, IL 61944, 
on or before the 9th day of 
December, 2019, default may 
be entered against you at any 
time after that day and a judg-
ment entered in accordance 
with the prayer contained in 
the Complaint.

DATED: November 4, 2019, at 
Paris, Illinois.

Angela R Barrett
Clerk of the Court

Richard L. James
328 N. Central P 0 Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@ljameslaw.com

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

ONLINE AUCTION! 
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN.

Downsizing! (1 of 2 sales)
Auction begins to close Nov. 18th @ 4pm

Kubota RTV 4x4, ’57 Allis chalmers D17, 
& more treasures!

Click “online bidding” at calliebaberauction.com  

HORNER INDUSTRIAL GROUP, family owned and operated 
since 1949, is a leading provider in the Midwest Region of in-
dustrial electro-mechanical rotating equipment repair.

Due to the continuing growth of our business at our Motor Re-
pair Shops in TERRE HAUTE and INDIANAPOLIS IN we are 
adding positions for candidates with 3+ years of experience as:

ELECTRIC MOTOR WINDERS – AC and/or DC, three-phase, 
random and form wound, armatures, wound rotors and trans-
formers.

AC and DC MOTOR TECHNICIANS – Disassemble, inspect, 
clean, repair, test and reassemble AC and DC motors and 
equipment.

MANUAL MACHINISTS – Manual/conventional lathe and 
milling operations (NOT CNC).

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIANS – Onsite Diagnosis, mainte-
nance, repair and installation of electro-mechanical rotating 
equipment.

Horner offers RELOCATION ASSISTANCE, competitive wages, 
comprehensive healthcare benefits, 401(k) plan with employer 
match, and an excellent working environment.

To learn more about us and to read detailed job descriptions or 
to submit an application - please visit our website at 
www.hornerindustrial.com/jobs or email your resume to 
Kelly.Russell@hornerindustrial.com

Horner Industrial Group is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Powered by Service, Quality and Value

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019  |  11BNEWS, LEGALS

PARIS DISTRICT 95 ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2019

SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000
Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000
Arrasmith, Trudy; Ashley, Debra; Ball, Michelle; 
Ball, Scott; Black, Lorrie; Burns, Tara; Camp-
bell, Amy; Clodfelder, Jeremy; Collier, Sarah; 
Davidson, Darla; Davis, Sandra; Dean, Heath-
er; DeBoer, Sara; Deckard, Hillary; Dosch, 
Colton; Evitt, Sharon; Foos, Andrew; Ford, 
Sefton; Freeze, Darla; Frisz, Mary; Furry, Jane;
Garver, Patricia; Garvin, Matt; Goddard, Mary; 
Gosnell, William; Gossett, Alan; Haddix, Sheryl; 
Harris, Brandon; Havercroft, Kathleen; Hen-
ness, Luken; Hiatt, Ashlee; Hill, Amy; Hires, 
Ivan; Hodgson, Brianne; Hoffman, Carri; Hollis, 
Shelby; Horsley, Georgia; Huddleson, Chasta; 
Johnson, Heather, Johnson, Kayla; Johnson, 
Sandra; Justice, Karen; Kerrick, James; Ker-
rick, Karen; Kirk, Michael; Lebrun,Jesse; Lynch, 
Melissa; Marlow, Lisa; Mattingly, Patrick; Mc-
Collough, Lisa; McCoy, Jana; Melton, Diana; 
Mihalko,  Cheryl; Moody, Jeffrey; Morris, Mi-
chael; Muchow, Cody; Muchow, Cynthia; Perry, 
Caleb; Porter, Kathy; Powell, Zara; Redman, 
Casey; Reed, Caprice; Reel, Jeff Ring, Betha-
ny; Roberts, Regina; Roberts, Samuel; Rodrick, 
Rodney; Sanchez,  Charla; Simpson, Valerie; 
Steward, Janice; Stewart, Diana; Stuck, Marni-
ta; Sutton, Judy; Switzer, Bobbie, Switzer, Mary;
Tyler, Sheri; White, Melissa; Williams, Megan; 
Willoughby, Patti; Wiseman, Renate; Witmer, 
Jane; Witmer, Carrie, Wright, James; Wright, 
Patricia; Youngblood, Sharon

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL
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The summary must be published in the local newspaper.

217-465-8448
School District/Joint Agreement Name Telephone

SUMMARY:  The following is the Annual Statement of Affairs Summary that is required to be published by the school district/joint agreement for the past fiscal year.

Statement of Operations as of June 30, 2019

Educational Operations & 
Maintenance Debt Services Transportation

Municipal 
Retirement/Social 

Security
Capital Projects Working Cash Tort Fire Prevention & 

Safety

Local Sources 1000 1,765,424 788,479 548,074 194,594 387,612 505,268 37,274 106,832 37,269
2000

0 0 0 0
State Sources 3000 7,222,273 1,093,353 0 148,421 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Sources 4000 1,088,169 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Direct Receipts/Revenues 10,075,866 1,881,832 548,074 343,015 387,612 505,268 37,274 106,832 37,269
9,456,699 1,204,225 559,399 469,714 402,335 0 310,529 0

Other Sources/Uses of Funds    0 -19,275 0 19,275 0 0 0 0 0
Beginning Fund Balances - July 1, 2018 1,930,102 2,257,439 11,325 857,241 354,106 229,344 0 381,088 2,884
Other Changes in Fund Balances 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ending Fund Balances June 30, 2019 2,549,269 2,915,771 0 749,817 339,383 734,612 37,274 177,391 40,153

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2019

Total Direct Disbursements/Expenditures

Paris Union School District No. 95 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

 Also by January 15, annually the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019, will be posted on the Illinois State Board of Education's website@ www.isbe.net.

Office Hours
300 E. Wood St., Paris, IL

Address

Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019 will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement administrative office by December 1, annually.  Individuals wanting to review this Annual 
Statement of Affairs should contact:

Flow-Through Receipts/Revenues from One District to 
Another District

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999
Alexander, Kyle; Andrews, Ellyn; Beaven, 
Hayden; Cary, Danielle; Drake, Lori; Francis, 
Tonya; French, Vonda; Graves, Deborah; Hen-
ness, Jennifer; Henson, Patrease; Hollis, Josh-
ua; Keller, Sally; Kirby, Anne; Redmon, Austin, 
Redmon, Dylan; Sutton, Connie; Sutton-Burns,
Victoria

Salary Range:  $40,000 - $59,999
Bell, Nathan; Thurman, Jerry

Salary Range:  $60,000 and over
Collier, Anna; Julian, Evelyn

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000
Allen, Candice; Arp, Millie; Beeman, C.; Brim-
ner, Kori; Brown, Melissa; Buckler, Carol; 
Bulthouse, John; Creech, Mary Ann; Dayton, 
John; Dixon, Peggy; Eads, Carol; Faulk, Vick-
ie; Goodwin, Kelsey; Goulart, Tiffany; Green, 
Keith; Griffin, Michelle;\ Grimes, Denise; Har-
die, Heather; Hendrickson, Jessica; Henson, 
Jo Ellen; Kennedy, Rebecca; Lehman, Cherie;
Magers,Mary; Mattingly, Marian; McCluskey, 
Heather; Miller, Jessica; Moody, Stephanie; 
Moses, Lauren; Patrick, Page; Pinkston, Irv; 
Poynter, Janet; Ramsey, Kathi; Ray, Carolyn; 
Rodrick, Valerie; Roush, Melissa; Sedletzeck, 
Mary Ann; Slater, Joanne; Snyder, Mary Mar-
garet; Spencer, Riley; Stanley, George; Stites, 
Dana; Tyler,Jana Whitacre, Martha; Whitaker, 
Jason; Yantis, Jessica

Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999
Archer, Tabitha; Bell, Amanda; Boren, Jona-
thon; Brouwer, Suzannah, Davis, Faith; Fon-
seca, Rebecca; Garver, Jacob; Higgins, Cayla; 
Lewsader, Kim; Lowry, Joel; McMahan, Jenny; 
Southworth, Kourtney; Strader, Mailey; Tarr, 
Creighton; Temples, Kaitlin; Woods, Kimberley

Salary Range:  $40,000 - $59,999
Allen, Michele; Barker, Kendra; Barrett, Eliza-
beth; Blair, Jessica; Brown, Ashlee; Burch, An-
nette; Camp, Kaatje; Cary, Melissa; Cearlock, 
Jamy; Clark, Christina; Clawson, Adam; Cook, 
Michelle; Craffets, Dana; Curl, Kimberly; Down, 
Kimberly; Emberton, Sheryl; Farley, Christina;
Fessant, Bradley; Foor, Neil; Gorman, Karla; 
Grant, Shiela; Hanson, Ryan;  Hernandez, Na-
talie; Hollis, Erika; Holloway, Natalie; Jeffries, 
Kalen, Kahl, Nancy; Karges, Brittany; Keys, 
Laurie; Larson, Jaime; Mayhugh, Jessica; 
Mitchell, Andrea; Muchow, Robin; Redman, 
Taylor; Schmitt, Stephanie; Smith, Monica; Sne-
deker, Tiffany; Tarr, Lucy; Thomas, Julia; Wag-
oner, Jody; Wimsett, Marie; Wooten, Melynda

Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999
Barbee, Cynthia; Brouwer, Michael;  Carroll, 
Megan; Clawson, Christine; Doughan, Gary; 
Gates, Daniel; Hibschman, Amy; Payne, Amy; 
Roberts, Mick; Sanders, Nicholas, Sanders, 
Tobi; Shay, Kyle;  Vaughn, Emily; Wilson, Cyn-
thia; Wirth, Alison; Young, Melinda

Salary Range:  $90,000 and over
Larson, Jeremy

Payments over $2,500, excluding wages and salaries.

Person, Firm, or Corporation                   Aggregate Amount 
AAA STATE OF PLAY   11,860
ACTION PEST CONTROL, INC  12,410
AEP ENERGY   139,091
AFLAC     15,390
LLREDS FLOOR SERVICE CO., INC 3,150
AMEREN ILLINOIS   9,268
APT DUES    45,768
AUNT MILLIES BAKERIES  3,400
B & B FOOD DISTRIBUTORS, INC 19,240
B & B TREE SERVICE   33,125
BACON & VAN BUSKIRK  4,290
BCBS OF IL   735,606
BELL TECHNLOGIX   7,659
BENNETT ELECTRONIC SERVICE 5,244
BIG SIGNS    3,645
BODINE ELECTRIC   4,147
CARD SERVICES   67,662
CITY OF PARIS CROSSING GUARD 18,013
CITY OF PARIS WATER DEPARTMENT 22,501
COMMON GOAL SYSTEMS  3,500
COMPUTER RESOURCES LLC  11,389
CONSTELLATION NEWENERGY  26,433
CONTRACT PAPER GROUP  8,468
CRESTWOOD SCHOOL  7,726
CURRICULUM ASSOCIATES  38,279
D I SUPPLY   7666
DALBEY DESIGNS   4925
DE LAGE LANDEN PUBLIC FINANCE 23292
DELTA DENTAL   37943
DETECTION SECURITY CO  3899
DIRT POOR LANDSCAPING  39882
DOUBLE BEE FENCE CO  14820
E2E EXCHANGE LLC   3125
EZ FLEX MATS   5238
FIRST MID BANK & TRUST  23252
FORECAST5 ANALYTICS, INC  2667

Person, Firm, or Corporation                   Aggregate Amount 
FORTINET    5843
FRONTIER    24087
FRONTLINE EDUCATION  19288
GARAVENTA USA, INC  8971
GETZ FIRE EQUIPMENT CO  9725
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY  107215
HP PRODUCTS   5168
HRC    16000
IASB    3956
IDEAL ENVIRONMENTAL  6150
ILLINI FS, INC   36706
IASB    3402
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 258343
ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND  19124
IMPREST FUND   25,926
IMRF    184,262
INDIANA FILTER SUPPLY, INC  3,109
INGRUM WASTE DISPOSAL, INC  20,229
JEREMY LARSON   14,872
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL  5,092
JOHNSON CONTROLS  3,082
KAGANPROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 15,705
KOHL WHOLESALE   147,127
KUDELSKI SECURITY, INC  4,491
LARSSON WOODYARD & HENSON LLP 14,820
LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE  58,976
LORENZ SUPPLY CO   9,180
LUNCHTIME SOFTWARE LLC  2,590
MARZANO RESOURCES LLC  17,650
MASCO PACKAGING    2,593
MCGRAW HILL   45,753
MONICA GENTA LLC   3,682
MRC    12,080
MSB TRANSPORTATION, INC  275,460
EWWAVE COMMUNICATIONS  6,000
NORTHSTAR   23,150

Person, Firm, or Corporation                   Aggregate Amount 
OFFICE 360   10,199
PACESETTER SPORTS  10,481
PANORAMA EDUCATION  2,500
PARIS COOPERATIVE HIGH SCHOOL 2559230
PARIS MACHINE & WELDING  12900
PEARSON CLINICAL ASSESSMENT 4740
PRAIRIE FARMS DAIRY, INC  35149
PROSPECT BANK   866636
QUILL CORPORATION  21262
ROE #11    4140
RENAISSANCE LEARNING, INC  9499
ROBBINS SCHWARTS LTD  14494
ROEHM REFRIGERATION, INC  2795
ROGARDS    10085
RUYLE MECHANICAL SERVICES, INC 4321
SCHOOL FURNITURE DEPOT  2711
SCHOOL SAFE ID, LLC  9383
SHI.COM    125658
SMIDDYS CARPET   18500
SOUTHERN BUS & MOBILITY  48940
SPECIALIZED DATA SYSTEMS  6538
ST. MARYS   2690
STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY 8709
STAR AUTISM SUPPORT  3912
STS EDUCATION   63208
T.H.I.S.    94740
TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT REV FUND 10180
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 325486
TOTALFUNDS HASLER  4,049
TRS    370,247
U.S. BANK NA   234,913
UNITED REFRIGERATION  2,988
VISION SERVICE PLAN  8,917
WATTS COPY SYSTEMS, INC  18,884
ZENITH INSURANCE COMPANY  25,029
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‘Elf Jr.’ takes to PCOFA stage 

Special to The Prairie Press

The cast and crew of the Mayo Middle School “Elf Jr.” presented the production Nov. 1-2 at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. The cast included elementary and junior high students telling the story 
of Buddy the Elf, who crawled into Santa’s bag as a baby and was raised by the elves at the North Pole. Buddy travels to New York City to find his real dad and discovers there that the big city is 
definitely lacking Christmas spirit. Buddy meets Jovie, who works at Macy’s, and has his first date with her  — even though she doesn’t sing and hates Christmas. Buddy saves Christmas and helps 
Santa’s sleigh to fly again — and decides to stay in the Big Apple. Musical director for the show was Peg Dixon while Nancy Zeman was director and Tobi Sanders was assistant director. Choreogra-
pher was Cathy Slaven.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf, played by Mayo eighth grader Kalvin Rigdon, 
listens as Santa Claus, played by sixth grader Drew Templeton, 
explains how Buddy came to be at the North Pole, in Mayo Mid-
dle School’s production of “Elf Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf Kalvin Rigdon reacts to arriving in New York City 
in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Mayo eighth grader Kalvin Rigdon, who plays Buddy the Elf, 
confronts his biological father, Walter Hobbs, played by eighth 
grader Will Moody.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A happy Buddy, played by Kalvin Rigdon, right, tries to encour-
age Jovie, played by Carlee Longest, to sing.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Macy’s Department Store workers and children waiting to see Santa Claus celebrate the holidays in Mayo Middle School’s produc-
tion of “Elf Jr.” 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf, played by Kalvin Rigdon, is hauled away to jail by 
New York City policemen Nick Johnson, left, and Charlie Ford, 
right in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Santa Claus, played by sixth grader Drew Templeton, served as 
the narrator for the musical “Elf Jr.,” presented Nov. 1-2 by Mayo 
Middle School. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Santa’s elves celebrate the renewing of Christmas spirit  in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.” 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Snow falls around Santa’s elves, from left, Sophie Young, Kenzy 
Tibbs and Gwen Brinkerhoff celebrating the renewing of Christ-
mas spirit in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Carolers perform on a New York City Street in Mayo Middle 
School’s production of “Elf Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Michael Hobbs, played by seventh grader Graham Templeton, 
and his mother, Emily Hobbs, played by seventh grader Emerson 
Barrett, sing about seeing Santa Claus in Mayo Middle School’s 
production of “Elf Jr.”
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